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PBEFACE. 



The following pages record with necessary brevity, 
but it is believed with faithfiilness, the life-story of 
one who has passed from us as full of honours as of 
years. Without the aid either of great wealth or 
of political influence, Henry Lord Brougham 
and Vaux early achieved a greatness, to which 
the peerage subsequently conferred upon him for 
his services added nothing but the stamp of his 
sovereign's recognition. His untiring industry, no J 
less than his brilliant abilities, placed him in 
the fore-front of his profession. His gene- 
rous sympathies threw him in the vanguard of^ 
that small but determined band of philanthropic 
statesmen who, in the face of obstacles which 
looked insuperable, succeeded in impressing their 
love of freedom upon the legislation of Great 
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Britain during tlie first half of the present century. 
Such a life-story cannot but be full of encourage- 
ment for the young of all conditions ; and inasmuch 
as the triumphs of Lord Brougham were, for the 
most part, achieved before the present generation 
were born, it has been thought well to narrate as 
succinctly as may be tlie leading incidents of the 
long and splendid career which, commencing in 
Edinburgh ninety years ago, closed at Cannes, 
in France — the winter retreat of the illusti'ious 
Lord Chancellor. 



May nth, 18G8. 
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LIFE AND LABOURS 



OF 



HEMY, LOED BEOUaSAl. 



CHAPTER I. 

ANCESTRY AND BIBTH. 
A.D. 1778. 

The Ancestry of Lord Brougham — ^Romantic Story of his Father*8 
Marriage — Brougham^s Birth — ContraBt between the Epoch of hie 
Birth and the Present Times. 

Lord Brougham started in life the inheritor of no ; 
noble title, and with no further advantages than the not 
inconsiderable benefit of occupying the position of the 
eldest son of a country squire, possessing not more than 
average wealth and acres. He came into the world, 
however, with what seems a tolerably authentic pedigree, 
which carries us much £irther into the past than the 
genealogical trees of nine-tenths of the peers and ancient 
county families of England. That the subject of our 
memoir attached some importance to and took some 
pride in his possession of ancient and accredited gentle 
blood, is obvious from the &ct that when his forensic 
achievements and political merits were rewarded with 
the Lord High Chancellorship of England, he ^V^^i^ ^s^ 
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the titles of his barony his own paternal surname and 
that of an illustrious ancestress who had married into 
the family of Brougham in a remote age. Although the 
curiosity of our readers is vastly more concerned with 
the actual deeds and services of the last representative 
of the ancient name than wi^ any account of its former 
owners, yet we should needlessly depart from what is, to 
say the le^t^ the harmless precedent of biographers, were 
we to omit all notice of what Lord Brougham's country- 1 
men call the *^ forbears,'* and what the English call tlie < 
"ancestors"* of the man whose biography we have uxi- 
dertaken to write. 

The Broughams are a Saxon family; they claim to 
have occupied before the Conquest the lands which the 
late peer owned. Camden, in his "Britannia," pub- 
lished in 1600, mentions the &mily as then owning^ land 
in the parish of Brougham, in the county of Westmore- f 
land. He and others assert that the name of the place z 
and family was derived from a Eoman station called I 
Broviacum, situate on the Roman wall and road which I 
transected the north of England. Hutchinson, in his | 
"History of Cumberland," says, "This family may be I 
said to stand unxisually eminent in point of antiquity, from | 
having originally assumed the name of the Bomaa ^ 
station, an area to the south of Brougham Castle, tiie { 
* vallum' and outward ditch of which are yet very dis- i 
tinguishable." * 

What is now written and pronounced "Brougham/* 
we find was for many ages spelt " Burgham." A Walte 
de Burgham was Lord of the Manor in the tune of 

* In Latin, arUi-^essores ; in English, etymologically translated 
fore-sitterSf those who sat he/ore, in possession of one's patrimony. 
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-Edward the Confessor. From him descended William 
de Burgham, who held his lands of Henry I. by the 
ancient tenure of drengage, a circumstance which, by 
legal antiquaries, will be accepted as a valid confirmation 
of the allegation that the Brougham stock dates from 
*• before the Conquest" Coming a few reigns nearer our 
own time, we find a De Burgham, with knightly rank, 
•*jnaking fine to King John not to go to Normandy." 
In 1351 we find a De Bui'gham Sheriff of "Westmoreland ; 
and in 1383, another returned to Parliament as knight of 
the shire. An entry in the " Record of Assizes, and Gaol 
Delivery," still preserved in the Chapter House of West- 
minster Abbey, specifies a De Burgham, a contemporary of 
Henry VI., Jack Cade, and Joan of Arc, acting as one 
of the King's Justices for the northern counties. More 
than a centuiy later, in 1553, Thomas Burgham married 
the heiress of John Vaux of Catterlen and Tryermayne, 
thus introducing into the veins of his progeny undoubted 
Norman blood. Coming yet further down, and remarking 
that longevity characterised most of the race, we read th9,t 
Henry Brougham of Scales Hall died in 1789, ten years 
after the birth of his great-great-grandson, at the age of 
a hundred and six, and having lived as a subject of seven 
English sovereigns. This patriarch survived all his own 
sous, and was succeeded by his grandson, on whose death 
the father of Lord Brougham became the head of the 
fBoadlj and the inheritor of the estates. It is a singular 
circamstance that^ although public documents and the 
honourable pride of the fiunily have preserved with such 
rare accuracy and unbrokenness so ample a record of 
ancestors and ilieir doings, not one of the De Burgham» 
and Broughams appears to have \:)eeYi ^ tqa-tl oi ^s^\ 
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reinarkab}e personal diBtinction of character. We read of 
none of them as noticeable in any by-nook of English 
history ; they seem to have taken no leading, or even I 
secondary, part in any of the great national struggles, k 
Lord Brougham's own father, we are infoimed on good j 
authority, was "a rather weak man." Lord Brougham 1 
himself was the first of some fifty ancestors whose Chris- j 
tian names are preserved, who won a reputation beyond j 
the limits of Hie ancestral county. Doubtless, it was ] 
; from his mother that he inherited the powers and perse- ^ 
. verance which made him one of the foremost Britons of I 
his time. 

Henry Brougham, of Brougham Hall, in the county 
of Westmoreland, and of Scales Hall, in the county of . 
Cumberland, was bom in 1742. He seems to have fol- 
lowed no profession ; and we have discovered no incident . 
of his Hfe until he was upon the eve of his marriage. I 
There is a romantic story told about that important^ 
event. To what degree it is authentic we do not attempt I 
to say ; as we have received it, so do we reproduce it; j 
our authority being Cfharnbers^s Traditions of Edinburgh. 
It is there narrated that he had been betrothed to a young 
lady whose parents resided in his own neighbourhood. 
Shortly before the approaching nuptials she sickened and t 
(died. Mr. Brougham was afiected by such poignant grief I 
that his friends feared for his sanity. They urged him to I 
remove for a time from scenes every one of which recalled 
to him memories which w,ere too cruel for endurance. 
He accepted their advice, and betook himself to Edin* 
burgh. Having secured a temporary lodging at an inn, he 
sallied forth to walk through one of the most picturesque 
cities in the world. He ascended to the ancient castle^ 
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and entered into conversation with a citizen, or a stranger 
better acquainted than himself with the neighbouring 
scenery. This person courteously pointed out to the 
Cumberland gentleman the leading points of the magnifi- 
cent panorama that stretches within the gaze of him who 
stands upon the Half-moon, or the Mons Meg, Battery. 
Being impressed with the apparent respectability of 
his chance companion, Mr. Brougham requested him 
to inform him where he could find suitable apartments 
and accommodation while he remained in the Scottish 
metropolis. He was recommended to stay at a board- 
ing-house kept by an estimable widow lady at the 
foot of the Grassmarket and head of the Cowgate — 
the latter being now the St Giles's of Edinburgh. 
Mr. Brougham followed the stranger's advice, and took 
up his abode under the roof of the lady who had 
been recommended to him. It turned out that she 
was the widow of the Reverend James Syme, who had 
been the parish minister of Alloa, .and the sister of no 
less a man than the very head of Edinburgh society, Dr. 
Robertson, the Principal of the Univeraty, and the well- 
known biographer of Charles V. Whether the introduction 
was so casual and fortuitous we know not This, at least, 
is certain, that Mr. Brougham did live for a time in the 
house of Mrs. Syme. Equally certain is it that the visit 
to Edinburgh, which had been recommended to him to 
obliterate the memory^f his former passion, was entirely suc- 
cessful ; for he fell in love with his landlady's only daughter, 
Eleanor, wooed her and married her, in the year 1777. He 
took up his f)ermanent abode in Edinburgh. His position 
in life enabled him to select any place he chose for a resi- 
dence. His bride, who was her mother's only surviving 
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cliild, may have influenced him to select the city where he 
had won her, and where her mother lived. Mr. Brougham 
himself was, doubtless, far from insensible' to the advan- 
tages which would spring from the introduction to plea- 
*sant and profitable society which his wife's uncle could 
not fail to secure him. The lovely New Town of Edin- 
burgh was just at the time beginning to be built, and 
Mr. Brougham chose as his residence the house at the 
north-west comer of St. Andrew's Square, the first square 
built in the New Town, In this house Henry, the 
eldest child bom to Mrs. Brougham^ first saw the lighiy 
on the 19th of September, 1778. 

Hardly anything is more difficult than to estimate 
what may be designated by a metaphor, whose meaning ib 
obvious, histoiical distance or perspective. Any one can 
think or say — and no one can fail instantaneously to think 
— ^when the time contained between 1778 and the date ci 
Lord Brougham's death is presented as the term of one 
man's life — " What a long and momentous time to haye | 
lived!" But even the first vague astonishment hx frcnn j 
approaches the wonder which dawns upon the mind when | 
certain landmarks are suggested for the assistance of our | 
retrospective vision, and for the more precise fixature of 
the actual distance of the date of Lord Brougham's hixUh. 
from that at which these words are written or read. If we 
accept the legend of Mr. Brougham's courtship as correct 
— and we confess to a reluctance to reject it — we can 
very safely and naturally imagine him pi'eferring the 
locality whence he was first accidentally directed to his 
wife, as a favourite scene of his rambles. Nor could he 
have found a more enchanting spot in all Edinburgh or 
its environs. Standing on the Castle Hill, or on the 
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higher altitude of Arthur's Seat, the wide and diversified 
scenes that met the gazer's eyes in the year of Mr. 
Brougham's marriage, or in that of the birth of his eldest 
bom, were different indeed to those which the tourist or 
inhabitant beholds with admiration to-day. Different we 
mean only in respect of the changes which man has 
wrought. The grand features of Nature are the same 
to-day as when Mr. Brougham first gazed on the Firth 
of Forth — ^nay, as when the Bomans first built their fort 
of Alata Castra on the summit of the rock which Wallace 
and the Black Douglas scaled, and in a narrow cham- 
ber of which the first Stuart king of England was 
bom. They are the same as when the first colony of 
immigrant Celts gazed on the undulating plains of 
Lothian and the green hills of Fife. Man may scratch 
the sides of the everlasting hills, but he cannot root them 
up^ or alter their magnitudes. Ever since the last glacier 
glistened and thawed in the bosom of a Caledonian valley 
—ever since the floating icebergs whose course Hugh 
Miller has defined, ceased to rut the stones over which 
they rode with indentations as straight as those graven by 
the Subtlest craftsman — ^the same prospect in all essential 
features has presented itself to the human gazer from any 
of the three overhanging heights which give to the Queen 
of the North more than half her picturesqueness. Inch- 
keith still lies imbedded in the billowy Forth, as she ever 
did ; the Lomond hills look down upon Loch Leven as they 
did many thousand years ere their cliffs echoed the oars 
of the gallant gentlemen who rescued their lovely queen ; 
Benledi still towers far beyond the Ochils, as it towiorcd 
ages before the Lady of the Lake so courteously enter- 
tained under its shadow the gallant ancestor of Queen. 
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Mary ; Esk and Almond to-day flow as they flowed on 
the day when they first trickled from their sources in 
the Pentlands ; and the Bass Bock and the Isle of May 
laugh at the buffetings of the waves that roar across the 
sea from the old eyries of the sea-kings^ as they laughed 
when Hardrada and Haco first turned their prows 
towards the fields of Stamford Bridge and Largs. 

But, in minor aspects, how changed is the scene! 
In 1778 the Lothians were still mostly moorland ; 
they are now the wheat-producing granary of Scot- 
land. When the elder Brougham first looked from 
the Castle Hill, the Sheriff Muir, where the king 
who fell at Flodden marshalled his hosts, was still a 
barren heath; it is now covered with the suburban 
cottages of Edinburgh burgher& When Brougham 
looked upon it^ the only sign of human occupancy 
upon its considerable expanse was the castle of the 
man who invented logarithms. If he looked north- 
wards to the sea, the slopes on which the freestone 
squares and streets of the New Town now sparkle in the 
sun^ then fed cows for the dairies which supplied the 
chafferers of the Luckenbooths and the douce traders of 
the Canongate. The green sward of the Calton Hill 
was then relieved by nought but a hideous observatory. 
It is now a very Acropolis of monuments and choragic 
temples erected to the memory of men who were lecturing 
in the City College when Brougham's son became one of 
its alumni, and to the victors of those great fights of our 
century, by sea and land, which were won when he was 
gaining his earlier f(>rensic and senatorial laurels. Out 
of its side has been scooped a site for the elegant struc- 
ture which succeeded the old High School, which young 
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Brougham attended, and whose class-rooms are now 
tenanted by the fever-patients of the City Infirmary. 
The broad estuary, which gives an especial charm to the 
prospect, then sparsely bore the sails of Newhaven 
fishing-boats and infrequent brigs bringing claret from 
Bordeaux and timber from the Baltic. A hundred 
square-built Scandinavian and Hanseatic vessels now lie 
in the port of Edinburgh, and the long, curling lines of 
the smoke of steamers are never absent from the roads. 

But the moral and intellectual changes that have been 
developed in the era that has elapsed between the year 
of Brougham's birth and the present day, are still more 
astounding. Scotland was &st becoming an intellectual 
province of England when Brougham was bom — during 
one epoch of his lifetime she exercised a literary supremacy 
over the world. Long ere now has this supremacy passed 
frY>m her, and again she has become mainly provincial, and 
lives in a dilettante manner on the contemplation of her 
past literary glories. Scotland has had two eras of great- 
ness — the time of John Knox, Andrew Melville, and George 
Buchanan, and the time of David Hume, Bobert Bums, 
Walter Scott, Dugald Stewart, and Thomas Chalmers. 
At Brougham's birth her old victories in the field were for- 
gotten. Dunbar, Killiecrankie, and Culloden were then 
more recent memories than Bannockburn and Ancrum 
Brig. Her old poetry, though it still existed latent and 
local, seemed to have died out. Tnie, the succession of 
her bards had never been broken. But the hymnology 
of the days of the Covenant was as unknown as it was 
unintelligible south of the Tweed. Allan Eamsay had 
written in his Lawnmarket shop a pastoral, whose sweet- 
ness and purity equal if they do not outvie th^ 
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merits of Theocritus and his Mantuan paraphrast j and 
over the dead of the Jacobite Rebellion as pathetic 
dirges had been sung as for those who fell in the old 
feuds of the Borders or the battles of Montrose. But the 
fame of Bums had not yet burst forth, and Sir Walter 
had not sent all the world to the pages of Jamieson's 
Dictionary, that they might miss no shade of meaning in 
the patois of Jeanie Deans and Baillie Nicol Jarvie. In 
one intellectual field only was the kingship of Scottish 
mind beginning to be recognised. Hume placidly left 
the world two years before Brougham entered it; and 
since Hume's days, all metaphysics and psychology have 
taken the form either of refutation or amplification of his 
cardinal doctrines. When Brougham was bom, Dugald 
Stewart had not commenced those prelections the fame 
, of which drew to his class-room those youthful hopes, and 
subsequent leaders of the Whig party, no survivor of 
whom now remains. Abbotsford was not built, its 
builder not yet in- his tenth year. Bums had not 
yet seen Highland Mary, and no verse of his had yet 
been printed. The ancient "perfervidum ingenium 
Scotorum" existed; the muse of her old patriotic 
and pathetic poesy had not fled, like Astrsea, from her 
glens and hill-sides. But on the world she exerted no 
influence. She had not begun to assert herself. Her 
men of genius, who had migrated northwards, had striven 
first to AngKfy themselves, to disguise their jeered-at 
brogue, and to write in the mode of Pope and his stilted 
imitators, Malloch, the literary executor of Bolingbroke, 
had changed his name to Mallet, that his nationality 
might be disguised. In not one line of the' works to 
which Arbuthnot contributed his share with his friend 
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Pope, do we find an allusion that betrays any recollection 
of his Aberdeenshire birth-place. Thomson was far more 
the poet of the Thames than the poet of the Tweed ; 
Armstrong's tedious didactic periods have far more the 
impress of the urbane associations of London life than 
of his rough but honest natal Liddesdale. By far the 
larger portion of the intellectual and literary history of 
his native land was commenced, transacted, and con* 
eluded, during the years of Brougham's life. 

Nor does the rapidity at which the world has livedo 
and the large amount of history — so to speak — which 
has been achieved since he was bom, appear less if we 
leave references to Scottish associations, and glance at 
the land of his paternal ancestry and of his own adoption. 
Lord Chatham was barely dead when Brougham drew^ 
breath. Garrick died about the time that he was weaned. 
He had almost entered the University when Mansfield,, 
who had been the Mend of Pope, followed him to the 
tomb. Bums died after his first contribution to the^ 
" Transactions of the E-oyal Society " had been printed, 
and he was travelling on the Continent when the sweet 
poet of " The Task " gained the rest he so long yearned 
•for. He was learning to read when the famous Coalition 
Ministry was formed j he may have begun to develop 
some understandiDg of politics when Pitt first received 
office as Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Burke as^ 
Paymaster of the Forces. He was an intelligent and 
thinking boy when Warren Hastings was arraigned, and 
when the old bloated debaucM who had been almost wor- 
shipped by Scottish maidens when he held his court at 
Holyrood, was buried in a land far distant from the tombs 
of his royal forefathers. It was after Brou^^xs^^ ^^sb^sik 
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•day that Sir Hyde Parker drubbed the Dutch on the 
Dogger Bank, and that the abstemious and ascetic Elliot 
«tood at bay in the bristling galleries of Gibraltar. While 
lie still hung on the bosom of his amiable and witty' 
mother, the United States, which ere his death passed 
through a more stupendous ordeal than ever before befell 
ancient or modem commonwealth, were in the thick of 
iheir fight for independence. 



CHAPTER IL 

CHILDHOOD, SCHOOL, AND C0LLE0J5, 
A.D. 1779—1797. 

Childhood — ^Early Intimacy with Francis Homer— The High School— 
Dr. Adam — Brougham's "First Explosion" — The University- 
Brougham's Precocity in Science — Dugald Stewart. 

The earliest notice we liave succeeded in discovering of 
Brougham in the biographical memoirs or historical remi- 
niscences of any of his contemporaries, is in the life of 
Francis Homer, by his brother Leonard, who long sur- 
vived him. This record of the life of one who was cut 
down in the early promise of his days, is excelled by no 
other published work as an exemplar and guide to be put 
into the hands of the young. Fortunately for our purpose^ 
^'Homer's Remains" abound with references to Brougham. 
The two were playmates in childhood, fellow-pupils at 
the High School, fellow-students in the class-rooms of 
Dalzell and Dugald Stewart^ fellow-disputants in the 
debating societies of the University; most of their 
studies and almost all their friendships were common. 
They imbibed the same political opinions from a common 
source, and nourished them in a companionship which 
was accessible and congenial to both. They were both 
founders of the Edinburgh Review, On the same day 
they were admitted to the Scottish bar; at nearly the 
same time they became English baxmVex^ \ Xyj ^ ^sssosssslqi^ 
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influence they obtained seats in the British Senate. 
Horner's "Memoirs" are almost entirely composed of 
diaries and letters by his own hand. To a large extent 
they are as available to him who wishes to acquaint him- 
self with the leading incidents of Brougham's youth and 
early manhood, as to him who wishes to possess himself 
of the facts of Homer's abruptly-shortcjied career of use- 
fulness and integrity. 

Homer's father lived next door to 'Mr. Brougham. 
Francis Homer was born on the 12 th of August, 1778; 
Henry Brougham on the 19th of September in the same 
year. Mr. Leonard Homer says, "His earliest friend 
was Henry Brougham, for before we left St. David Street, 
in 1780, they used to run together on the pavement 
before our house." In successive years the two went to 
the High School, then under the control of Dr. Adam, 
the rector or head master. They had, however, to pass 
three years under the tuition of subordinate masters ere 
they entered the rector's class. Lord Cockbum, another 
early friend of Brougham, gives, in his "Memorials," 
the following amusing picture of the costume and man- 
ners of High School boys in the days when he and 
Brougham were contemporary pupils : — " Among the 
boys coarseness of manners and language was the £ishion. 
An English boy was so rare that his language was openly 
laughed at. No lady could be seen within the walls. 
Nothing evidently civilised was safe. Two of the masters 
in particular were so savage, that any master doing now 
what they did every hour would certainly be transported." 
This savage uncouthness of the children of the professional 
men and well-to-do traders of Edinburgh is all the more 
singular when we compare it with the habits of stately 
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courtesy and formal conviviality which prevailed at the 
social gatherings of their parents. At these the slidiog-.scale 
of rank and social position was strictly defined and never 
encroached upon. Not even a sip of wine was taken at a 
dinner-table, by lady or gentleman, without some brother or 
fiister guest being pledged. The Duke of Bucclouch, oncfe 
n^lecting the customary form, was accused of arrogance 
and contempt. Each glass partaken after the removal 
of the cloth was accompanied by the toast of some absent 
fair one, or by "a sentiment" — i3ome trite aphorism or 
expression of goodwill. Persons whose wits were not 
ready were rather puzzled when solicited for " a senti- 
ment." A pedagogue, who on one occasion was suddenly 
called upon, could elicit from his brain nothing more feli- 
citous than — " The reflection of the moon in the cawm 
bosom of the lake !" 

But we are wandering from the High School boys, 
and Lord Cockbum's graphic pictures of them. The 
following is a tolerably detailed inventory of their 
toilette : — ^^ A round black hat ; a shirt ^stened at the 
neck by a black ribbon, and — except on dress days — un- • 
ruffled; a cloth waistcoat, rather large, with two rows 
of buttons and button-holes, so that it could be buttoned 
on either side, which, when we got dirty, was convenient ; 
ft singl^breasted jacket^ which in due time got a tail and 
became a coat; brown corduroy breeches, tied at the 
knees by a showy knot of brown cotton tape ; worsted 
stockings in winter, blue cotton in summer, and white 
cotton for dress ; clumsy shoes, made for either foot, and 
each reqiuring to be used on alternate feet daily, adorned 
with brass or copper buckles. The coat and waistcoat 
were always of glaring colours, such as bright blufi^ ^c^s^ 
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green, and scarlet No such machinerj as what are now |^ 
termed braces or suspenders had then been imagined." 
Much good-humoured use was made by Punch many years ] 
ago, when hardly a number appeared without a caricature n 
of Brougham, and of his habit of wearing plaid breeches ; 
it being asserted that he had bought a web of shepherd's 
tartan at Inverness, and was wearing it out in a succes- 
sion of garments for his own use. And is not history 
becoming more sartorial ? Our historiographers bestow as ^ 
much notice on the costumes as upon the characters of 
their heroe& If we err, then, in describing the costume 
of Scott, and Jeffrey, and Brougham at the High School 
eighty years ago, we err in good company, and lower 
literary dignity with a multitude of palliatiye precedents 
to shelter us. 

Brougham's first master at the High School was Mr. 
Frazer, described by one of his pupils as ^' a good Latin 
scholar and a worthy man." It was his good fortune to 
turn out from his successive "classes," at intervals of 
three years, Scott^ Jeffrey, and Brougham. It may be 
necessary to explain that it was, and is, the practice at 
the High School for a master to conduct the same class of 
boys through their rudimentary training until they are ripe 
for the class of the Rector, with whom they remain for two 
further years. While a pupil of Frazer, Brougham won 
distinction which brought him a name with the whole 
school We tell the story in the words of Lord Cock* 
bum : — 

BrDUgbam made his first public explosion while at Frazer*s class. 
He dared to differ from Frazer — a hot, but good-natured old fellow^- 
on some small bit of Latlnity. The master, like other men in power, 
maintained his own infallibility, punished the rebel, and flattered him* 
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Belf that the affair was oyer. But Brougham re-appeared next day, 
loaded with books, returned to the charge before the whole class, and 
compelled honest Frazer to acknowledge that he had been wrong. 
This made Brougham famous throughout the whole schooL I re- 
member it as well as if it had been yesterday, having had him pointed 
out to me as the fellow who beat the master. It was then that I first 

saw him. 
ft 

A In due course Brougham passed into the Hector's 
-1 class. Barely have pupils been more fortunate in a 
gj preceptor than those of Dr. Adam were in enjoying 
£! the benefits of his tuition. With a rare fervour, all 
> of them who have, left behind them memorials of their 
I own lives and times, write in the most affectionate expres- 
sions of their beloved instructor. The story of Dn 
Adam's early struggles to acquire the learning which he 
afterwards turned to such excellent account, transcends^ 
in its pathos of poverty and perseverance, all similar 
records of Scottish life. By slow degrees his merits 
became acknowledged, and for many years he enjoyed and 
adorned the highest scholastic position which his country 
had to confer. At one time his heart had been stung by 
calumny and misrepresentation. Before, but especially 
after the French K^volution, every public man was 
banned who was suspected of anything approaching 
democratic doctrines. Adam was far too much ab- 
sorbed in scholarship and history to pay much heed 
to current politics; at least he never disclosed his 
opinions. But in his class-room his soul warmed when 
the great names of Brutus and the Oracchi were 
uttered, and their deeds made the subject of comment. 
He did not care to measure his words or check his fer- 
vour when in Liv/s page the vice of the Tarquinsy 
the excesses of Appius Claudius, or the tyrannies of 
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the Patricians were perused. The pupils earned to 
their homes the news of their master's unwonted en'- 
thusiasm. The cry rose in the town that he was teaching 
leyelling doctrines, and parents enjcnned their children to 
treasure and repeat every expression that confirmed their 
suspicion. The character of the man will be at once 
gathered from the fact, that though he expressed no 
stinted indignation at the espionage upon him, it was not 
the injury and insult to himself, but the danger to the 
virtue of his scholars that incensed him. He outlived 
the stigma and annoyance, and when he died his fellow* 
citizens and thousands of old pupils mourned him as they 
would a fether and a friend. Homer thus records hi 
affection for Dr. Adam : — " I have always felt a most 
agreeable debt of gratitude to him for the love he gave 
me in early life for the pursuits which are still my best 
source of happiness, as well as for the most valuable im- 
pressions on all subjects of political opinion." Cockbum 
says of him, ^'He had raised himself from the dust to 
that high position. He was bom to teach Latin, some 
Greek, and all vii-tue." 

In his sixteenth year Brougham was transferred 
from school to college. Here he was, for the most part^ 
as fortunate in his professors as he had been in his pre* 
ceptors at school. The "age at which he matriculated was 
above, rather than xmder, the average at which, in his 
time, collegiate life was entered upon. But the prelec- 
tions of the Greek and Latin professors whose lectures he 
first attended did not require any higher capacity or pre- 
vious learning than ordinary lads of fifteen might fairly 
be expected to possess. In the junior Greek class, the 
tuition commenced with the alphabet. Professor Dalzell, 
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ihough he had to fiig at the work appropriate to an 
der' usher, was a perfect mine of Grecian lore. He 
s as enthusiastic in his vocation as he was erudite. 
> one mourned more than himself the necessity which 
npelled him to start aib initio with his unlearned pupils, 
is said that he attributed the low standard of Greek 
ication in the burgh and parish schools of Scotland to 
) Presbyterian religion of the land. If we can belieye 
dney Smith, he was once heard muttering, as he 
Iked along the street^ *^ If it had not been for that 
kfounded Solemn League and Covenant, we should 
re made as good longs and shorts as they." The next 
p afber '^ The Humanities," was Finlayson's logic leo- 
■es. Einlayson did not teach logic strictly so called, 
^ indulged in a rather superficial psychological survey 
1 analysis of the mental powers, and applied his teach- 
;8 afber the manner of Br. Watts' '' Art of Beasoning." 
another class-room — ^that of the illustrious Bobinson, 
>fessor of Natural Philosophy — Brougham developed \ 

forte. He applied himself with eztraordioary zeal 
iBvery branch of mathematical and physical science, 
die yet a pupil of Bobinson, Brougham made his 
t contribution to the interesting science of optics^ to/\ 
ich so large a portion of the leisure of his old age ' 
I devoted. In his researches he became struck with 

apparent anomaly that, while nature delights in 
se dose analogies which enable her to preserte simpli- 
r, and even xmiformity, in variety, there should be no 
position in the parts of light with regard to inflexion 
I reflexicm, analogous or miilar to their different 
tangibility. It had been supposed, however, that the 
ts of which light oonsistB had all the^aamft ^S^s^jOSi^sL^Ti. 
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to be acted upon by bodies which inflect or reflect them ; 
but, by a course of very nice experiments and most 
accurate observation, young Brougham ascertained that 
the conjecture was erroneous. The paper which contains 
his conclasionSy and the arguments for them, demonstrates 
that he was abeady a master of the inductive method. 
It contains the records of experiment^ and repeated expe- 
riment^ until the last possible shade of doubt was removed. 
He sent it to the Boyal Society of London, in whose 
"Transactions" it was printed. Much discussion ensued, 
and the young savant immediately found himself engaged 
in a Latin controversfy with some of the most learned 
men of science on the Continent Brougham continued 
to forward contributions to the Royal Society, that most 
worthy of notice being on " Porisms in the Higher Greo- 
metry," which is printed in their " Transactions " for 
1798. Ere he was twenty-four he was elected a fellow 
of that distinguished and exclusive body. ' 

The only other professor of any &me under whom 
Brougham sat was Dugald Stewart, who, although with* 
out the clear shrewdness of Iteid, the daring originality 
of Hume, the florescent elegance of Brown, the fine 
fancy and charming paradoxicalness of Adam Smith, or 
the wondrous grasp and colossal erudition of Hamilton, is 
yet the most generally attractive Scottish writer on the 
human mind who was ever heard or read. Dugald Stewart 
must be considered the literary and intellectual father of 
the Whiggism of the nineteenth century. The majority of 
the distinguished men who fought its battles, whether 
with tongue or pen, listened in youth to his lectures. 
Mackintosh, himself a great writer on psychology and 
ethics, said, <* He breathed the love of virtue into whole 
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generations of pupils." Cockbum, who was more of a 
keen man of the world than an abstract thinker, testifies^ 
''To me his lectures were like the opening of the heayens. 
I felt that I had a souL His noble views, unfolded in 
glorious sentences^ elevated me into a higher world. I 
was as much excited and charmed as any man of culti- 
vated taste would be^ who, after being ignorant of their 
existence, was admitted to all the glories of Milton, and 
Cicero, and Shakespeare." ' 

Such were the rare advantages which Brougham 
possessed as a learner at school and college. How well 
he followed out^ amid all the engrossments of a life 
scarcely matched for hard work in the whole annals of 
human kind, the classical, philosophical, and scientific 
studies whose germs were imparted by Adams, Dalzell, 
Robinson, and Stewart, cannot fail tp be discovered in 
the sequel of our narrative. 

Ere we commence a new chapter, and find Brougham 
entering upon his more strictly professional studies, we 
cannot forbear presenting a naive pen-and-ink sketch of 
Brougham, at this period of his life, drawn by his friend 
Homer. Homer's correspondent was a London gentleman, 
under whose roof he had recently been residing as a pri- 
vate pupiL The touches of description, which are rather 
suggested than boldly given, would serve equally well for 
Brougham in the last year of his revered old age. The 
letter is dated August 17th, 1797, and the following is all 
of it that applies to his friend ^— - 

I understand from my friend Mr. (the late Lord) Murray, who is 
at present in London, that he and Mr. Brougham had the pleasure of 
meeting with you at the Foundling. They were much gratified by 
your politeness to them, for which you will permit me to thank you^ 
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as a MiiiinftgM done to myselfl Had you any oonyenation witli Brongham ? 
He la an uncommon genius, of a comjaosiU order, if you will allow me 
to use the expression. He unites the greatest ardour for general infor- 
mation in every branch of knowledge, and what is more remarkable, 
activity in the business, and interest in the pleasures of the world, 
with all the powers of a mathamatickl intellect Did you notice his 
^^Biflgnomy f 



CHAPTER III 

LEQAL STUDIES AND LITBaAET ACHIEVEMENTS. 

A.©. 1797—1807. 

Iiegal Studies— Contemporary History — Brougham visits the Con- 
tinent — ^Publishes his First Book — Debating Societies: ''The 
Speculative" — ^Political Excitements-Brougham declares for 
liberaliBm — ^Robert Emmet — ^Brougham's Youthful Contem- 
poraries—Called to the Scottish Bar — Social Tyranny— Poor Pro- 
fessional Prospects— Dundas — ^Brougham's Studies — The Erudi- 
tion of Public Men— Sir Walter Scott— The Edinburgh Review. 

The Scottish TJniyersity system resembles, not i^t of 
the sbter country^ but that which prevails in France,^ 
(Germany, Italy, and other countries of the Continent. 
In Scotland, as all over Continental lands, the pupil's 
tie is rather to the University than to the College* 
Instruction is given in the public class-room of the 
professor, not in the private apartment of the college 
taton There is no relic of the seclusion and severance 
£rom the world which, in England, is the remnant of 
Ante-Beformation habits. In Scotland, the students live 
in the houses of their parents, or in private lodgings 
€ver which no proctor or bedell exercises any controL 
The distinction between the Scottish and the English 
University and Collegiate systems, is precisely the dis- 
tinction between a day-school and a boarding-schooL 
Each system has its own advantages and counter- 
balancing disadvantages. The English system is more 
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Buccessful in giving to the student the tone and style of 
learning and literate associations ; it is detrimental in so 
&r as it weans the susceptible youthful mind from those 
commonplace and every-day associations of citizenship 
and business life, from which it is against the general 
interests of the body politic to dissociate the best 
educated and the most refined portion of its members^ 
The Scottish system, though more favourable to citizen- 
ship, is less favourable to learning. The Scottish student 
is never abstracted from the ordinary sympathies of the 
man of the world* In Edinburgh, at leasts with which 
alone we have- to- do^ the students do not even wear a 
gown or other badge of their studentship, and you can 
barely distinguish them, by their talk and tone, from 
other youths resident in the city. These characteristics 
of their condition are further fostered by the almost total 
absence o£ collegiate endowments and foundations for 
fellowships. What slender funds exist for the further* 
ance of learning are distributed to eke out the emoluments 
of professors. Bind to assist the studies of poor lads while 
they are undergraduates. The moment the curriculum 
of study has been achieved, no further tie, save that 
of grateful recollection, connects the pupil with the 
quadrangle and dass-room. To this there is but one 
exception, and an important one. The Scottish univer^ 
sities furnish the professional, as well as the liberal or 
literary, education of Scotchmen. In each there is a 
faculty of law, of medicine, and of thylogy. In Scot- 
land there are no Inns of Court for the law student. In 
Brougham's time, at least, no licence for medical practice 
could be acquired otherwise than by attendance at the 
lectures and demonstrations of the Gregories and Monroes 
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of the medical faculty ; and the only channel to ordina- 
tion in the Established Church was tiiie reception of the 
polemical and thecdogical instructions of the Robertsons^ 
Bruntons^ and Hunters, who taught Divinity, Church 
History, and Hebrew to the future clergymen of the land» 

Brougham, then, who had chosen the profession of _ 
the law, continued for three more years to be a student 
of the Uniy^^sity, studying the civil law, which is the 
basis of that of Scotland, conveyancing, and the law» 
of Scotland — the latter under Baron Hume, as distin* 
gnished as a jurist as his uncle, David Hume, had ' 
been as a philosophical inquirer. After the expiry 
of his three years' professional studies, Brougham was* ^ 
called to the Bar by the Faculty of Advocates, donned 
his maiden wig and gown, and commenced to perambulate 
the oak pavement of the Parliament House, the West* 
minster Hall of the North, or legal cab-stand where 
pleaders ply for fares. 

The period of Mr. Brougham's college studentship 
bad been almost exactly co-incident with the duration of 
the first cycle of the great French War. Just about tho 
time of his matriculation, the Duke of York started upon 
his fruitless expedition to the Low Countries. He was 
not an advocate of a twelvemonth's standing when th& 
Ministers of France, Spain, Holland, and England, con* 
eluded at Amiens the short-lived treaty which took its 
name from the city at which it was signed. Stirling 
times were those, during which Mr. Brougham had been 
engaged in the work of a philosophical and legal student 
— ^times so startling by the promulgation of new doc- > 
trines, as to uproot men's faith in systems which had 
been for ages preached by schoolmen and professors — 
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times which seemed to shake the fitbiic of all law, andic 
«tart the rivets which, ever since the origin of govem- 
ment, had held society together. When Brougham heard 

^Dalzell's inaugural lecture in October, 1793, the world 
was yet appalled by the recent execution of King Louis. 
Ere he had listened to the annual &,rewell which 
Dugald Stewart took of his students, the Beign of 
Terror had been put down, Howe had gained his 
great yictory, Buonaparte had fought his first battles 
in Italy, and the English fever for blood had attained 
its height. Strange accompaniments these to com- 
munion with Socrates in the market-place and Plato in 
the grove ! While Brougham was studying law, Jervis 
was routing the Spaniards off their own shore, and 
Kelson was shattering the Erench fleet in sight of the 
land where Cassar and Pompey strove for empire. In 

:ihe year in which Brougham finally left college, a 
momentous dispute— that of the sovereignty of the seas 
^— arose, in which England took one side, and all the 
world the other. This question was an old one, having 
been as keenly disputed in the seventeenth century by 
the seventeenth century's best jurisconsults, the English 
Selden and the Dutch Grotius, as it was in 1801, or, 
more recently, in 1856, when it was definitively settled 
at Paris, by England conceding much of what she had 
maintained for ages. We shall ere long discover that 
this matter was the first means of prominently intro- 
ducing Brougham to public notice in England. 

Brougham was One of those many Englishmen who 
took advantage of the lull in hostilities to visit the 
Continent, every part of which under French occupation 
had been for years shut up to British travellers. He 
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joumejed to Holland and Prussia along with Mr. Stuart, 
afterwards Lord Stuart de Bothsay, whom he probably 
accompanied in the capacity of tutor. 

After his return home. Brougham was engaged in 
the preparation for the press of his first published work. 
In 1803 appeared his " Enquiry into the Colonial Policy — *" 
of European Powers." This work is in two volumes 
octa^o^ and may be read with profit this day ; indeed, as 
long as Britain is a colonial power. In the most masterly 
and exhaustive manner, the systems of government of all 
ecdonising powers^ ancient and modem, are reviewed and 
oontrasted. Its literary merits are very great, and by 
means of it Brougham procured the Mendship of many 
eminent men. One special feature of interest there is 
in this book. He expresses himself decidedly against y 
slavery and the slave-trade^ although not with the same 
uncompromising demand for their immediate abolition 
ihat he shortly after so indignantly and eloquently 
insisted on. 

We must here retrace our st^ps a few years, that we 
may'not omit^ ere we enter with Mr. Brougham the hard 
business of his energetic life in the world, certain passages 
of his training which were most influential upon his own 
career, and are most interesting to those who trace and 
study it. 

To our enumeration of the salient points of difierence 
which distinguished, at the close of the last century, the 
Scottish and English university systems, we might have 
added what was, perhaps, the chief peculiarity of the 
former — the college debating societies in which the 
students held discussions, with no control or hindrance 
save what was imposed by their self-elected prealdeiLta 



28 HINRT, LOBO BBOUOHAIL 

and their self-made regulations. While yet a student 
in the Faculty of Arts, and ere he had completed his 
eighteenth year, Mr. Brougham had been one of the 
chief founders of a society of this description, the purpose 
of which was restricted to the discussion of various 
branches of science, and to which its members gave the 
somewhat ambitious title of the '* Academy of Science." 
But the scope of this society was limited, and did not 
allow of those spirited contests dear to youth, which a 
larger range of subjects more directly affecting human 
and political interests lays open. I^e Speculative Society 
had been founded in 1764, and papers might be read and 
oral discussions held on any subjects connected with 
history, politics, legislation, and general literature. Al- 
though, with the sanction of the Senatus Academicu% 
this now historical society had an apartment for its 
meetings in the college buildings, its membership was 
not restricted to students of the University. There were, 
indeed, few students, properly so called, on its roll. Its 
members for the most part were men whose literary 
curriculum was over, who had been students in the 
Faculty of Arts, but were now pursuing their professional 
studies, or had actually become members of the various 
learned professions. Brougham and Homer, whose 
careers, as we stated in a former page, ran so continuously 
side by side, until the untimely death of the latter, were 
admitted members of the Speculative on the same nighty 
the 21st of November, 1797. It was not in Brougham's 
impulsive nature to remain long a silent or obscure 
member, and, as it happened, he at once found occasion 
to establish his position, for the more liberal members of 
the society had need, immediately upon his admission, of 
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the aid of so redoubtable a recruit. It was a matter of 
course that the great war of opinion which was at this 
time raging everywhere in the British isles, should find 
exponents and combatants on either side within the 
walls of the chamber in which the Speculative held its 
meetings. 

The French Bevolution had given final expression to 
a body of sentiment and thought which had long been 
accumulating in every civilised country of Europe. The 
rebels of Paris were hailed as emancipators of the long 
shackled souls of men. Wherever ingenuousness, hope, 
tolerance, and Mth in man existed, the crash of 1789 
was welcomed as the dawn of the world's millennium. 
At first the approving shouts of those who rejoiced filled 
the air, undisturbed by the doubts of those whom timidity 
made conservative^ the misgivings of those whose years 
made them dubious of the efficacy of change, the croak- 
ingsand aspersions of those who were wedded by ties 
of interest to the old state of things that had lasted 
unscathed so long. But as from one excess to another 
the Bevolution proceeded, as it became apparent that the 
more cautious democrats began to be appalled at the 
Titanic proportions of t^e giant whom they had them- 
selves summoned into existence^ as the unloosed demons 
of Paris proceeded to confiscation of property and aboli- 
tion of religion, as in their intolerance* they became more 
tyrannical than the feeble and fettered tyranny they had 
overthrown— especially, as lives began to be taken and the 
KevolutLon immersed herself in one bath of blood after 
another — ^the majority of British enthusiasts fell away 
from their first fervour ; the sneerers, the doubters, and 
contemners elevated their voices, and an almost thQro>a^ 
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reaction took place. This revulsion was fomented by 
the aggressive form into which the Republican fervour 
resolved itself First the tocsin, the tumbril, and the 
guillotine of Kobespierre, then the campaigns designed 
by Camotj and conducted by Dumouriez, bereft the 
Bepublic of the mass of its English well-wishers. Those 
who still remained convinced of the rectitude and purity 
of the principles on which the Revolution was first 
founded, even though they expressed as loudly as any 
their detestation of the depths of crime into which it had 
descended, were stigmatised in the unthinking fury of the 
mob — always inflamed to madness when first blood, in 
whatever way, is shed — as haters of their country, dis- 
loyal, and Jacobinical. As Lord Cockbum says, " Every 
political objector was a Jacobin." All measures of home 
Reform, the preparations for which had progressed with 
admirable steadiness during the earlier years of Pitt's 
regime, were indefinitely deferred. The nation had only 
one thought, idea, and hope — to beat the French, to 
avenge the blood of Frenchmen shed by Robespierre, 
Danton, and Tallien, to punish the aggressions of the 
Republic, and add a new cycle of victories to the roll of 
British fame. In a word, the nation went mad, and as 
anger witih the mass, and terror with the privileged orders^ 
were the ingredient causes or elements of the prevalent 
mania, it found expression, by an inevitable law of nature, 
in the most abject servility to those who ruled, and in the 
most unmitigated political and social cruelty to those who 
ventured to think for themselves, and preserved their 
intellects from the influence of the contagion that surged 
and writhed all around them. The people positively 
held out their limbs to their rulers to be fettered. Any 
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restraint would thej endure, if Pitt and his officers would 
but win battles fast enough. 

A few there were, the salt of the earth, who remained 
&iithful to their allegiance to, liberty and toleration. 
Worthy of all praise were they. To remain the preachers 
of liberty, when every one who loved liberty was set 
down as a lover of rapine and bloodshed, was a merit. 
Much more commendable was their fidelity to tolerance, 
the worthier sister of the love of personal liberty. For 
there is no loyalty from which its devotee is more easily 
and more frequently tempted than the loyalty to tolerance 
— ^the craving for others from whom we differ of the 
freedom we seek for ourselves. The desire of personal 
liberty is, in truth^ rooted in self-interest ; the desire of 
toleration is rooted in a self-sacrifice of which only the 
purest souls are capable. These isolated ones, at the time 
of Brougham's attainment of manhood, regarded the ex* 
cesses of the Republic with the same reprobation as 
the learned and unlettered mob; but with this dis- 
tinction, that the few looked upon them with mournful 
regret that the hopes of mankind had been again de- 
ferred, while the many entertained against the hated 
actors on the Continent a mere unthinking hatred and 
blind antipathy. The Friends of the People and their 
sympathisers in each of the three kingdoms did not 
cease to petition and agitate for the just political 
rights of Britons. None of them, except an insignificant 
minority of fimatics — ^the antithetic counterparts of the 
'^Anti-Jacobin" mob— preached any disloyal and imcon*> 
stitutional doctrine. They were simply Keformers, and 
nothing more; loyal to the Constitution, but eager for 
the restoration of its violated balance, the excieioti ^ 
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•excrescences which disfigured its sorfsice and sucked its 
life-blood, and its adaptation to modem wants and neces- 
sities. But the. mob and the ministers would not stop to 
discuss or examine their tenets. Spies were set to work 
to fabricate facts, and to bring &lse charges founded on 
their own lies. The legal ministers of the Crown were 
abject and compliant The law was set in action, and 
there onlj remained that final safeguard of jury trial, 
which is the best of all the heritages which have come to 
us with our Saxon blood. In the imperial metropolis, 
which was then far ahead of all other portions of the 
empire in the real understanding and love of the advan- 
tages of freedom, the impanelled juries refused to share in 
the public guilt, and Thelwall and Tooke were acquitted. 
In Edinburgh, the year before Brougham joined the 
Speculative Society, four men of unblemished character, 
of scholarly accomplishment, and of the most moderate 
views, were arraigned on the charge of sedition and con- 
structive treason. The Crown counsel distinguished them- 
selves by a ferocity which could have been outvied by 
nothing but the more savage frenzy of those who pro- 
fessedly sat on the bench to hold the balance of justice 
between man and man, and between ruler and subject. 
Juries were compliant and submissive, and Palmer and 
his fellow-panels were deported for life to the plantations* 
The hot blood of the Irish Beformers led them to 
excesses which found no parallel in the larger isle. In 
Ireland, it must be recollected, in extenuation of the 
extremities to which the United Irishmen proceeded, 
there existed oppression infinitely more positive and un- 
bearable than either in England or Scotland. The much- 
bewailed Emmet and his associates raised the standard of 
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rebellion, and invited French assistance. The rebels 
and their allies were overcome with equal ease, and the 
leaders of the insurrection expiated their offence with 
their blood. 

The Speculative Society had '* corresponded " with 
a sunQar association connected with the University of 
Dublin, of which Emmet was .a leading member. When 
Brougham entered the society, a fierce contest was raging 
among its members as to whether friendly relatiom. 
should be kept up with the Hibernian association, which 
was known to be strongly leavened with democratic 
tendencies. The Tory members tried their utmost to 
dissolve a bond, the retention of which, after all, in- 
volved not the slightest coincidence of political sentiment 
in thfe two societies. They would have carried their 
point but for the strong reinforcement of strength which 
the small minority of Liberals received about the time 
that Brougham became a member. Not only he took up 
with zeal what had formerly been the weaker side, but 
among other newly recruited inforcements were Lord 
Kinnaird, Lord Heniy Petty (afterwards the Marquis of 
Lansdowne), Jeffrey, Homer, and Cockbum. The latter 
says — "Brougham, whose constitutional keenness made 
him scent the future quarry, gave his whole soul to this 
preparatory scene, and often astonished us with the vigour 
/idth which, even to half a dozen lads, he could abandon 
himself to his subject, and blaze as if he had been de- 
claiming against Oicero in the Forum.*' 

Brougham's mind was made up as to the future 
politics of his life, nor could he fail very distinctly to 
foresee what would be the cost of his determination. 
Ko step he could have taken was likely more seriou&l^ 
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to affect his professional prospects, than thus openly to 
• have declared himself a " Whig." Popular execration 
against those suspected of "Whiggism" was only ex- 
ceeded by the fury evoked by the suspicion of "Jaco- 
binism." Indeed, except with a few capable of narrow 
discrimination, the terms were synonymous. A great 
change had oome over the popular mind in this respect. 
But a generation back, "Tory" and "Jacobite" had 
been the titles indiscriminately bestowed upon the 
objects of popular ill-wilL But as the Royal Family 
and the Constitution in Church and State had been 
previously assailed by the devoted worshippers of the 
Stuarts and the votaries of Divine right, so they were 
now thought to be endangered by the supposed wor- 
shippers of Robespierre — the bugbear and hobgoblin of 
the day — ^and the advocates of popular rights. Brougham 
must have known quite well what risk he ran ; for to no 
members x>f society more than the members of the legal 
profession were preferment and distinction — ^nay, even 
employment — ^more certainly rendered inaccessible, if any 
suspicion were entertained of "dangerous" or "levelling" 
opinions. It is the wise practice in all the three king- 
doms for the officials entrusted by the Crown with the 
preparation of criminal indictments to entrust their 
conduct in court (except where they are of such moment 
as to engage the advocates in the service of the Crown) 
to young barristers. But to such an extent was the pro- 
scription of all who held unpopular opinions carried in 
Brougham's young days, that junior Whig lawyers were 
passed over, and thus denied that opportunity of display- 
ing their capacities, which long usage had virtually made 
a prescriptive right. In civil cases the same ban rested 
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upon the heads of suspected men ; though from another 
and a natural cause. Litigants would not commit their 
causes into the hands of men who, however efficient, 
stood anything but well with judges, every one of whom 
imported the strongest and most virulent party predilec- 
tions into what ought to have been the impartial and 
uninfluenced administration of the law. Until many 
years after Mr. Brougham's final departure from the 
Scottish bar, there were no jury trials in Scotland in 
civil causes. Even had it been otherwise, suitors and 
their solicitors would have been equally reluctant to fee 
Whig counsel ; for the average juryman, although he 
might not be so lost to all decency and propriety as the 
inhuman Braxflelds and Eskgroves who disgraced the 
ermine, would have approached the decision of a case in 
which a "Jacobin" counsel appeared for one of the 
parties with at lea^ an equal bias against the cHent of 
the representative of the unpopular opinions. 

Modem English readers can hardly realise the abso- 
lute deadness of public opinion, and the tyranny of 
a few subordinate Crown officials, in Brougham's young 
days. One Midlothian county family may be said To 
have ruled all Scotland from the time of Pitt's first 
premiership down to a period within the memory of 
men- who are still in their prime. Henry Dundas 
happened to acquire as much forensic business, and 
to possess as much family and backstairs influence, a^ 
to secure the appointment of Lord Advocate {Anglice, 
Attorney General) for Scotland. What it was we can- 
not say — but certainly not native congeniality of senti- 
ment—that secured him a closeness of intimacy with 
Pitt, which, perhaps, was shared by only onft o^Xi^^ xciJKo., 
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and he a Scot — George Hose. Whatever the cause, 
Dundas and Pitt were the closest of friends. Dundas 
was one of the few men in whose society that illustrious 
minister, whose natural liberalism was twisted into the 
j^/A service of one of the most tyrannical of kings, unbent 
/ himself, and forgot all but his delightful spontaneity and 
his astonishing flow of buoyant wit The friendship 
cemented over the port wine bottle, in the potation of 
which Pitt and Dundas were equal adepts, had, among 
others, this result : Pitt made Dundas absolute satrap 
and viceroy over Scotland. Whatever Dundas chose to 
do was right and imalterabla And the flrst thing 
Dundas did was to fill every post worthy of being held 
by a Dundas, or dependant of his house, with a 
Dundas, or some hanger-on whom some Dundas wished 
to serve. When Henry Dundas was promoted to a 
more impoi*tant post than that of Lord Advocate, as a 
matter of course he resigned the office into the hands of a 
Dundas. Henry Dundas the uncle, made way for Robert 
Dundas the nephew. The latter happened to stand in 
rotation in the same avuncular rdation to Henry Cock- 
burn, to 'v^^hose " Memorials " we are indebted for many 
of the facts which we reproduce in this portion of our 
narrative. No better proof could be given of the syste- 
matic ostracism employed against all but partisans of 
Pitt and the Dundases, than the fact that Cockbum's near 
relationship to the Lord Advocate did not in the slightest 
degree avail to counteract the damning effect of his 
anti-ministerialist opinions. An unbroken hierarchy of 
Dundases, or nominees of Dundases, or slavish inheritors 
of their policy, reigned in Scotland, until the Reform 
Bill revolutionised everything • The Dundases appointed 
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to every living in the Church, to every important civic 
office, to eveiy commission in the militia and volunteers, 
to every legal office, small or great — ^to everything, in a 
word, that was good and &t enough to 'be worth the 
notice of the reigning potentate and his parasites. Such 
being the case, it is a fact of lasting honour and glory 
that almost all the flower of the youth of Scotland, in 
whose breasts conscious capacity enkindled the honour- 
able flame of ambition, chose the better part, disdained 
the pelf and prominence which apostacy' would have 
easily purchased, and remained leal and true to their 
flrst love, until the reward came to the few that had lived 
through the struggle — reward bestowed by the Ministry 
in which Brougham was Lord Chancellor, Jeffrey Lord 
Advocate, and Cockbum the Scottish Solicitor-GreneraL 
Where the nephew of the nephew of King Dundas fared 
so ill, it is not to be wondered at that Brougham &red 
no better, and was equally briefless with his friend. 

There was not much legal business for Brougham, 
but he was not the man to be idle. The amusement of 
his leisure was to annoy, and to defy as fiEtr as forensic 
restraint permitted, the domineering old judges of the 
Court of Session. Of all the then judges, the greatest 
original was Lord Eskgrova His prosiness, his testiness, 
his uncouth manner, his extraordinary way of pronounc- 
ing English, and his abundant use of the broadest national 
vernacular, furnished an endless fund of amusement to 
the young counsellors, whose want of work left them 
plenty of time to laugh. Brougham was Eskgrove's 
especial bite noir. He used to say of him, *' I declare 
that man Broom, or Brough-am, is the torment of my life.' 

Bat Brougham employed his spare time iA V^^^kl 
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purpose than the baiting of antiquated judges. We have 
akeady seen how, soon afiber his entrance upon the profes- 
sion, he had produced a work of considerable length, 
which bears the mark of great industry and mature 
thought. That he must, in the few years that elapsed 
between his calls to the Scottish and English bars, have 
studied all manner of subjects in science, philosophy, 
politics, and history, is simply indisputable. By no other 
than this supposition can we account for the almost 
universal knowledge — if not erudition — ^which he dis- 
played in after life. It is a constant wonder to those 
who do not inquire very closely, how it is that men 
like Carteret, Brougham, and Gladstone, who com- 
paratively early in life enter upon public business, and 
are so engrossed by its never remitted calls, maiiage to 
accumulate such stores of knowledge as they are known 
to possess. The explanation is easy if but one important 
fact be kept in mlud. Once any theme is acquired 
thoroughly, it does not require much expenditure of time 
to keep it in order and repair, by an occasional revisal 
and restoration of particulars which the memory of the 
most tenacious will let slip. The instances, are very few 
indeed in which a man, after a comparatively early period 
of life, approaches for the first time an entirely new study 
and sets himself to the acquisition of its rudiments. 
Where such cases do occur, it will be generally found 
that the new foray into the unknown is made, not so 
much with the purpose of acquiring an entirely new 
domain of knowledge, as to round off some positive 
acquisition already made, but felt to be incomplete until 
some neighbouring field is added. Thus the Hebraist 
may, when an old man, undertake the study of some 
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sister Semitic tongue ; or the student of Anglo-Saxon 
learn, for the sake of comparison and fuller etymological 
accuracy, some ancient variety of Gothic or one of the 
modem Scandinavian languages. But the fact remains, 
modified only by the qualification just named, that men 
of learning who distinguish themselves in the conduct of 
a&irs in any arduous department of public life, have ac- 
quired the bulk of their knowledge — all the foundation, 
all but minor details and small additions — ^in early days, 
when no more potent rival contested the possession of 
their attention. And it is astonishing how small the de- 
duction of time is that must be made £rom business in 
after years, to keep entire the fabric which has been built 
up in early life, or even to add to it new augmentations, 
and incorporate corrections made as the result of the 
further studies of others, since the science and its 
student parted constant company. O^y thus is it 
that we can explain — and the explanation will be 
most readily accepted as sufficient by those who are 
most learned themselves — how it is that men so 
much in society as Lord Macaulay, or men so con- 
stantly engrossed by every species of public affairs ^as 
Lord Brougham, have their lore as thoroughly at ready 
command as a schoolboy has the theme which he has just 
got by rote. 

Although possessing no direct positive information in 
the matter, we feel ourselves blameless of unwarranted 
conjecture when we assert that between 1801 and 1807, 
his apparently unemployed years. Brougham was very 
hard at work in the philosophical study of politics and 
law, and the various branches of history and science 
which his pen in after life adorned. 
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A certain and far from inconsiderable advantage 
accrued to the young band of Whig outlaws from the 
social penalties which attended their conscientiousness. 
They were hardened against the world and its opinion. 
Having counted the cost, takeil their stand, and boldly 
asserted their opinions, they increased their strength, and 
as a body confirmed their coherence by being drawn more 
closely to each other. All considerations of pelf being 
voluntarily removed, there was the less chance in their 
case of that shipwreck of honesty which is the great and 
constant peril of their profession. The natural tenacity 
which Providence has wisely ordained shall be the most 
firmly entertained by men who are the most tempted by 
self-interest to compliance, came opportunely to the aid of 
their conscientiousness, and turned a difficult effort into 
an easy habit. They had their reward. The ultimate 
professional success and accession of popularity which 
made up for years of waitiiig struggle, was comparatively 
an unimportant matter, nor is it that to which we allude. 
Their real reward was a reward of the only kind worth 
rejoicing at; it was contained within themselves. Their 
own souls earned it, and their own souls enjoyed it. The 
friction of the world hardened them into stoics — stoics not 
of needless asceticism or hypocritical afiectation. They 
did not choose their struggle, but they chose the course 
which not they, but external circumstance, entailed and 
enforced — struggle with its deprivations, and struggle 
with its incomparable joys and glories. 

If they were all the better of the choice they freely 
and fearlessly and unflinchingly made, so also was the 
world. We are all the better off to-day, that Homer and 
Jeffrey and Brougham would not in their day stoop to 




LEGAL STUDIES AND LITERABT ACHIEVEMENTa 41 

sell their souls for a mess of pottage ; that they preferred 
the approval of their own consciences to the livery and 
the dole 'of the evanescent and really impotent Csesar of 
the hour. They helped on the world, if they did not 
help on themselves ; and in all respects, save those which 
are paltry and apparent, and which pass away, it is more 
glorious and .honourable, and in every sense better and 
more sufficing, to help on the world — ^that is, other selves 
— than to help on one's own self Broad humanity is 
more than the Ego. And the only man who adorns 
existence is he who learns and practises that lesson of 
self-sacrifice which is the prime condition of worthiness 
to live and to work. 

One result of this pressure of circumstance upon the 
individualities of these men, was to condense them into a 
school, and to make them act in concert. In the houses 
of certain of the last survivors of this estimable band of 
brethren in opinion and £stith, he who pens these words 
has seen engravings of the portraits of all of them who 
sat to painters, grouped together, and hanging on a 
dining-room walL This fact betokens and typifies the 
essential unity of purpose and plan of these few heralds 
of liberty in Edinburgh, when Edinburgh was in the 
depths of its moral torpor. The group of portraits con- 
tains the ef^gy of every Scotchman who came to man's 
estate about the beginning of this century, who has 
distinguished himself during its decades — save only one^ 
Sir Walter Scott. And who would blame Sir Walter for 
his Toryism ? This book is written in no partisan spirit. 
Sir Walter was as fond of accumulation as any other 
oanny Scot, with or without genius. There was strongly 
developed in him the ac9[uisitiveness of acres. AiA Vt^ 
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did he thirst for acres ? Not that he might fatten beeyes 
for the market, and contemplate waving masses of com, 
in whose bearded or unbearded seeds lay enwrapped the 
gold that was to be paid in on rent-day. No^ acres 
were to him but a sign — a sign of the foundation of a 
house, with those territorial adjuncts which make the 
members of a house notable and looked up to. Neither 
was his Toryism in any sense sordid. It was ideaL Scott 
was a Tory, not because the Duke, the head of his house, 
who procured him a sheriffdom and a Court of Session 
clerkship, was a Tory, but because he loved the good old 
times j and Toryism drew his imagination back to them, 
whereas Whiggism would have centred his gaze upon that 
future of which he lived in constant doubt and fear. 
Without Scott's Toryism, he would not have re-clothed 
every Scottish scene of an old battle, every Scottish site 
of an old abbey, every sward where an old knight bit the 
dust, with renovated tints of glory ; therefore we regret 
not that he stands out as a memorable and salient excep- 
tion to the otherwise exceptionless statement we have 
made. 

The young Edinburgh Whigs became a school ; they 
resolved not to sit down listlessly under the shadow of 
their fate, but to attack with energy the crushing 
odds that were arrayed against them. To attain this 
end, it was necessary to have a weapon of attack, or, in 
the slang of "movements," "an organ." They started 
the Edinburgh Review, and that there might be no mis- 
take about the nature of their product, they ordered 
Constable to clothe it in the colours of their affection — 
the Whig buff and blue. The story of the origin of the 
Edinburgh Review has been often told, and does not 



LEGAL STUDIES AND LITERABT ACHIEVEMENTS. 43 

demand from us here any amplified recital. Sydney 
Smith's " sixth story in Baccleuch Place," and the pro- 
posal as motto, of " Tenui Musam meditamur avena " — 
"we cultivate literature on a little oatmeal" — were 
meant to be jocular, and very jocular they ara But as 
he did not mean to propound the statements as seripus, we 
need not debate their credibility. The facts are simply 
these. About the end of 1801, Sydney Smith, Jeflfrey, 
and Homer concocted the project^ and set about reducing 
it to practica The politics were to be Whig ; in all else 
the judgment of the reviewers was to be perfectly un- 
biassed. The public were assured of the latter determi- 
nation by the very apt motto selected for the cover — 
" Tros, Tyriusve, nullo discrimine agetur." On the 10th 
of October, 1802, the Review was fiiirly launched. A 
publisher of the most admirable fitness had been found in 
Thomas Constable, possibly the most liberal and enter- 
prising man who ever published in Great Britain. The 
plan was business-like : every man (after the great success 
of the first number warranted the expenditure) who 
contributed, whatever his station or private means, was 
to be paid at a fixed tariff per sheets the same rate of 
payment for all. Brougham had not been let into the / 
secret of the project until it was nearly published to the 
world. His friends could not trust his discretion, they 
thought him " rather erratic." Nevertheless, they counted 
upon his assistance, and he promised to contribute to the 
first number. At the last moment, however, from some 
unaccountable caprice, he withdrew, and nothing from his 
pen appeared until the Review was nearly a twelvemonth 
old. " After number three," Jefirey says, " he was ad- 
mitted, and did more for us than anybody." From 1803 till 
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1828 he was the most frequent and copious contributor. 
He continued to be a constant and regular contributor, 
writing upon all subjects (for the coadjutors do not seem 
to have allocated dut departments in conformity with the 
system of apportioned division of labour) ; in one case he 
went very near rivalling the audacity which Sydney Smith 
attributed to Lord John BusselL An article in one of 
the numbers for 1807 on the operation of lithotomy, w8jb 
written by our versatile genius 1 

So the years went on afber the establishment of the 
Review, Its commercial success was immediate, and it 
soon became recognised as a power. It brought &me 
and honour to its contributors ; and in its long duration 
it has enlisted the best pens in Britain. Not the least 
valuable contributions to English literature in our cen- 
tury are the collected articles from the Edinburgh Review 
of JefBrey, Sydney Smith, Brougham, Macaulay, Sir James 
Stephen^ and Henry Bogers. Brougham made his con- 
nection with the Edinbv/rgh Review serviceable in causing 
his recognition by that party in the State who, shortly 
afber he began to write in what they accepted as their 
oigan, gladly availed themselves of his more public 
services^ and eflfected his introduction into active political 
life. 




CHAPTER IV. 

EARLY LIFE IN LONDON* 
A.D. 1807—1810. 

Removes to London — Called to the English Bar — ^Lord Jeffrey- 
Increase of Brougham's Forensic Business — His Political Exer- 
tions—Lord Holland — Sent on tt Mission to Lisbon— The Slave 
Trade — ^Wilberforce. 

■ 

We have now reached, or are closely approaching, an 
epoch in Brougham's life of very considerable importance^ 
the period when he passed out of the school, or training- 
ground of Edinburgh, and entered upon his great life 
work. Hitherto he had been under " tutors and gover- 
nors," training himself for the business of his life, rehears- 
ing tUe part he was afterwards to enact. "We believe 
that there is a deep, and real, and various meaning in the 
ibct which the last metaphor employed in the previous 
sentence indicates. In another form the same truth has 
expression given to it^ in the statement that a man's life 
is, in almost all cases, detenmned irretrievably at a very 
early period of early manhood. The man acting in the 
world is simply reproducing the lessons which were 
taught to, or acquired by, the. man learning in the school. 
Brougham plying his pen for the Morning Ch/ronid% 
Brougham assisting vigorously in the out-of-doors agita- 
tion for the abolition of the Slave Trade, which Wilberforce 
and the Thorntons conducted in Parliament, Brougham 
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working night and day organising the tactics of the 
Whigs at election times — is a subject very different 
from Brougham of the Speculative^ the Scottish Law 
Courts, and the Edinfyu/ryh Review. But the former 
Brougham made the latter; the latter Brougnam was 
the child of the former. In its future pages our biography 
will contain an entirely new kind of interest, but it will 
also lack an interest which we have lingered on in pre- 
vious chapters. We shall see Brougham now influencing 
the policy of the Senate, and labouring effectually for the 
welfare of the nation; but it will be no longer in our 
power, save at occasional intervals, to brighten our narra- 
tive with anything answering to those illustrations of his 
personal nature and inner life which we have culled from 
the published memoirs of his early Scottish friends and 
contemporaries. In the case of few men, however, compared 
with Brougham, need the absence of this most interesting 
element of biographies be leas regretted, for Brougham 
" threw his soul into his work." He was never a tacti- 
cian, a party man, a hypocrite, a reserved concealer of 
his real mind. From the first he was a personality in 
the land, for he breathed his personality — ^himself — ^into 
everything he said or did. We shall, therefore, even 
though we reject all gossiping anecdotes of his private 
life for which we have not the most authentic testimony, 
not lose sight of the private man in our record of his 
public deeds. 

Various statements have been made as to the motives 

^ and circumstances which induced Brougham to leave the 

provincial Edinburgh for the metropolitan London. 

The tradition of the Scottish capital is to this effect: — 

Brougham, while pleading before one of the " Lords Ordi- 
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nary" of the Court of Session, lost his temper, and so 
expressed himself as to call forth a rebuke from the judge, 
and a demand for an apology. Brougham, still in his heat, 
tore off his wig and gown, flung them among the astonished 
clerks of the court, and said " There, my lord, is my only 
apology." Immediately afber, he jumped on to the roof 
of the London coach, and took the necessary steps to 
qualify himself for the English bar. This story is one 
of the most improbable ever uttered, and we entirely 
disbelieve it. Neither Cockbum, in his "Personal 
Memorials '* or in his " life of Jeffrey," nor Homer in 
his ** Remains," gives a hint of the occurrence, and the 
presumption that they would so have done had the inci- 
dent ever occurred, amounts to a virtual negation of the 
sensational anecdote. 

Others say that Brougham first entertained the pur- 
pose of migration when he appeared before the House 
of Lords in 1806, in the Dukedom of Koxburgh succession 
case. That he cannot then have first entertained the 
idea we shall presently incontestably prove ; although it 
is rendered possible that this visit to England may have 
been the occasion of his final resolution, by the &ct that 
it was very shortly afber that he did actually change the 
scene of his career. Obvious considerations easily account 
for Brougham's determination. His towering and am- 
bitious spirit found no fit vent for its energies in the^ 
peculislrly hum-drum business of the Scottish courts ; in 
Scotland he was excluded from advancement by his poli- 
tics ; in England it was quite different — some of the fore- 
most and most prosperous counsel, such as Erskine, 
Romilly, and Mackintosh, were "Whigs. Lastly, Brougham 
himself was an Englishman by paternity, and on the 
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northern circuity which he selected from the firsts his 
ancient lineage, family connections, and territorial stand- 
ing coidd not fail greatly to promote his professional 
changes. 

Some years before his actual migration, Brougham 
had resolved to go to the English bar, and had commu- 
nicated his resolution to his friends. This is proved 
beyond a doubt by the following extract from a letter 
written by Jeffrey to his correspondent, Morehead, in 
1802 :— 

I foresee the likelihood of our being all scattered before another 
year shall be over, and of coarse the impossibility of our going on 
upon the footing on which we have begun. Indeed, few things haye 
given me more vexation of late than the prospect of the dissolution of 
that very pleasant and animated society in which I have spent so mndi 
of my time for the last four years ; and I am really inclined to be 
very sad when I look, forward to that time when I shall be deserted 
by all the friends and companions who possessed much of my con- 
fidence and esteem. You are translated into England already ; Homer 
goes to the English bar in a year ; Sydney Smith leaves this country 
for ever about the same time; Hamilton spends his life abroad as 
soon as his father's death sets him at liberty; Brougham will most 
probably push into public life even before a similar event gives hirn 
a favourable opportunity. ... It is not easy to form new intimacies^ 
and I know enough, of the i)eople among whom I must look for them, 
to be positive that they will never be worthy of their predecessors. 
Comfort me then, my dear Bobby, in this real affliction. 

Thus early do we see the intention had been enter- 
tained by Brougham. In 1807 he carried it into effect^ 
and in this or the following year (for our autborities 
differ), he was called to the Bar by the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln's Inn. Of the short period that inter- 
^ vened between Brougham's settiling in London and his 
first entering Parliament^ not very much needs to be 
said. The few particulars worthy of reproduction relate 




EARLY LIFE IN LONDON. 49 

to his anonymous political efforts, his share in public 
agitation, and his progress at the Bar. Ere we group 
together a few facts under these heads, we must not 
forget to record a very bold application he made to 
Constable, the publisher, about the- time of his settling in 
London. It would seem that he was not very well 
equipped with money for his expenses during his early 
residence. He wrote to Constable for £1,000, telling him 
he would quickly clear oflf the loan by his contributions 
to the Review, Constable sent him the money, and 
Brougham repaid the debt in an incredibly short space of 
time. In one number of the EevieWy ere the balance was 
quite settled, he wrote every article with the exception 
of two. 

Brougham, from the first, had a fair share of practice 
on his circuit, but was more moderately employed for a 
considerable time in London, more especially in the 
higher courts. We do not find his name, until 1811, in 
the reported cases of the Queen's Bench. He was, how- 
ever, frequently employed in the much more lucrative 
cases tried before the Privy Council, the House of Lords, 
and Committees of both Houses. Yery early he became 
the Especial and most frequent defender of persons tried 
for political ofiences, succeeding in this field to Erskine's 
position. At the trial of the brothers Hunt, we find 
that he uttered this somewhat strongly-worded, but sub- 
stantially correct statement about freedom of speech and 
writing : " Even uproar is wholesome in England, while 
a whisper is fatal in France." Broughani, although well 
employed in cases of the above characters, was too much 
engaged by a variety of other matters to find it possible 
to give himself to the daily routine of business in Wes^ 

1; 



i<* 







B£NBT, LOBD BBOUGHAIC. 



i 



minster HalL Not until about 1819 do we find his name 
appear with anything like regularity. 

The following citation from a letter written by Horner 
to his father in 1812, is not quite consistent with our 
last statement; but the representation was possibly 
unconsciously exaggerated by the paoiiality of a 
friend : — 

Brougham^s success at the Bar is prodigious ; indeed, much more 
rapid and extensive than any barrister since Erskine's starting. I have 
been present at several arguments of his in Banc, of which I should 
not, to say the truth, make a very high report ; that is, in comparison 
of his powers and reputation. Great reach and compass of mind he 
must ever display ; and he shows much industry — ^that is, in collecting 
information, but his arguments are not in the best styld of legal 
reasoning. Precision and clearness in the details, symmetry in the 
putting of them together, an air of finish and unity in the whole, are 
the merits of that style ; and there is not one of these qualities 
in which he is not very defective. But his desultory reasoning has 
much force in some parts, and much ingenuity in others ; and he 
always proves himself to have powers for another sort of speaking, and 
a higher sort. 

Brougham had brought from Edinburgh a distin- 
guished reputation as a political writer and an ardent and 
uncompromising Whig, and we believe that this availed, 
at an early period of his residence in London, to procure 
him an engagement from Perry, the editor of the old- 
established and estimable Whig organ, the Morning 
Chronicle, He also did much service for his party as a 
pamphleteer, and in similar capacities. In fact, almost 
immediately upon his arrival in London, he had esta- 
blished himself as an ally to the Parliamentary heads of 
his party ; and they entertained of him the very highest 
opinion. At the general election of 1807, the Whig 
pn)spects were particularly gloomy. In Lord Holland's 
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** Autobiographical Remaim^" we find the following pa»- 
sage, which is the earliest reference to Brougham after his 
settlement in London which we have succeeded in dis- 
ooyering :— 

We laised a subscription the very day of the resolution for the 
management of the press and the distribution of handbills. Mean- 
while the elections went against us. The management of our press fell 
into the hands of Mr. Brougham. With that active and able man I 
had become acquainted through Mr. Allen, in 1805. At the formation 
of Lord Grenville's ministry, he had written at my suggestion a ^'^ 
pamphlet called ''The State of the Nation." He subsequently accom- 
panied Lord Rosslyn and Lord St. Vincent to Lisbon. His early 
connection with the Abolitionists had familiarised him with the means 
of circulating political papers (a vocation certainly less lofty than~ 
regular Nisi Prius practice), and given him some weight with those 
best qualified to co-operate in such an undertaking. His extensive 
knowledge and extraordinary readiness, his assiduity and habits of 
composition enabled him to collect some articles and to furnish a pro- 
digious number himself. With partial and scanty assistance from 
Mr. Allen, myself, and two or three more, he, in the course of ten 
days, filled every bookseller^s shop with pamphlets, most London 
papers and all the country ones with paragraphs, and supplied a large 
portion of the boroughs throughout the kingdom with handbills 
adapted to the local interests of the candidates, and all tending to 
enforce the principles, vindicate the conduct, elucidate the measures, 
and expel the adversaries of the Whigs. 

A reference by Lord Holland to Brougham's mission 
to Lisbon requires explanation. The envoya were sent 
to negotiate a treaty with Portugal, binding her to co- 
operate with us in the abolition of the African Slave 
Trade, which the Grenville Administration had taken up 
as a Gk>Yemment question. Brougham had already ex- 
, pressed himself strongly against the iniquity in the 
Edinburgh Review, and less vehemently in his work on • 
colonial policy. His first public appearances in EngjLand 
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were on abolitionist platforms, and altliongli he was 
late in the field, he did much service in strengthening the 
hands of the few abolitionists in Parliament. Ere he 
himself obtained a seat, the AMcan Slave Trade had been 
abolished, though not the traffic in human chattels from 
any one of our West Indian islands to another. As the 
Act of Abolition was egregiously evaded. Brougham found 
plentiful occasion in Parliament to expose the relics of 
the savage traffic; but his anti-slave trade work in St. 
Stephen's was but the completion of and supplement to 
the much more important labours for ever associated 
with the names of Wilberforce and Clarkson. 

The first objections to the Slave Trade had been 
raised long ere the Declaration of American Independ- 
ence, by Gi-anville Sharp, a benevolent Quaker, who 
wrote a pamphlet on the subject, and a wider difiusionrhad 
been given to the principles of justice and Christianity 
on the subject by Cowper, in the well-known lines, 
equally beautiful and wrothful, in the "Task," which 
appeared in 1781. Not long afterwards the Abolition 
Society was formed, Granville Shai*p being president, and 
Clarkson " agent." Pitt held strong opinions against the 
heinous practice ; but, alas ! his reforming views in this 
direction, as in many others, were indefinitely postponed 
by the all-engrossing French Revolution, and the hostili- 
ties into which, against his better nature, he suffered 
himself to be dragged. His early Mend, Wilberforce, 
was more staunch to his convictions, and with unmatched 
resoluteness carried on the rtruggle for twenty years. 
Even his earnestness and assiduity could not conquer 
circumstances, and he bewailed the fact that, when 
victory "vras almost imminent, the fight was prolonged 
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for many years, partly on account of the French Revo- 
lution, and partly because of the excesses of the revolted 
negroes in St* Domingo. Ultimately, Wilberforce, Tory 
and eilthusiastic Pittite though he was, placed his main 
reliance on Fox. His death seemed to dash the philan- 
thropist's hopes to the ground, but Lord Grenville 
took up the question with zeal, and on the Ministry of 
^'All the Talents ** being formed. Brougham and his. 
coadjutors were sent on the mission to Portugal to 
which we have referred. The envoys on their return 
held out good hopes that Portugal, which, with the 
United States and England, chiefly carried on the traffic, 
would concede. On the 2nd of January, 1807, Lord 
Grenville brought in his Abolition Bill in the Upper 
House. Lord Eldon wished to know whether it was the 
AMcan and West India Trade (from island to island) that 
was proposed to be abolished, or the former alone. The 
immediate answer was, " The former alone." Eldon re- 
plied that the same principle would be soon applied to the 
case of the West Indies. Between the first and second 
readings counsel were heard at the bar of the House, re- 
presenting the "vested interests" of the West India mer- 
chants (^.e., slave dealers) and planters, and the merchants, 
corporation, and dock trustees of LiverpooL There was 
much opposition to the measure, but rather to the 
time chosen than to the abolition itself. Lord Sidmouth, 
especially^ pressed for delay. He suggested, as Burke 
had done long before him, that churches should first be 
built) and the institution of marriage introduced among 
our slaves. But the second reading was carried by a 
large majority, and the third was unopposed. On the 
24th of February, Lord Howick moved the final roa^dm^ 
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of the Bill in the House of Commons. It wafl carried by 
the enormous majority of 283 to 16. Wilberforoe re- 
ceived the honour of three hearty rounds of cheering. 
His old friends and fellow-labourers crowded round him, 
and shook him heartily by the hand. The philanthropist, 
at once eager to raise a new quarry of inhumanity, said 
to Thornton, ''Well, Heniy, what shall we abolish next 9*' 
'' The lottery, I think," his friend replied* 




CHAPTEK Y. 

BROUGHAM ENTEBS PARLIAMENT. 

A.D. 1810—1812. 

ThQ Orders in Cbuncil — ^First Seat in Parliament — Maiden Speech^- 
The Slave Trade — The Currency — Contest with Canning for the 
Bepresentation of liiverpool. 

In a former chapter we furnished a somewhat brief 
explanation of the reyival of the old dispute about '' mare 
liberum" and '^mare clausum," entered into between the 
Armed Neutrality of the Northern Powers, acting at the 
instigation of Napoleon, and England, acting in defence 
of her sovereignty of the seas. Since that period the 
power of Napoleon had vastly increased, and he hurled 
a still more terrible weapon of attack at England, after 
the bloody battles of Jena, Auerstadt^ and Friezland had 
coerced Prussia and Bussia into submission to his behests. 
From Berlin, after the Treaty of Tilsit^ he issued ihe 
faipous decree which drew a cordon of exclusion around 
the British Isles, and sealed up the whole stretch of the 
Continental shores, from the Baltic to the Adriatic, 
against our commerce. Everything produced or manufac- 
tured in England, or in any of her colonies, was declared 
contraband, the property of British subjects was adjudged 
lawful prize, and all their letters were ordered to be de- 
tained and opened. This was done in retaliation for the 
efficient blockade which the Fox and Orenville Adminia- 
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tration kept up aroond the shores of France — ^the first 
time the whole of France had been blockaded since the glo- 
rious days of Chatham and the Seven Years' War. This 
"Continental System" of Napoleon's was most suicidal; 
it was opposed to nature^ to the necessities of commerce^ 
and to the daily wants of the luxurious life of civilised 
people. If left to itself the system would have broken 
down, as was, indeed, indicated by the j&,ct that Kapoleon 
was soon compelled to sell exceptional "licences" to 
traders, who were exempted from the prohibition against 
the importation of English goods. But the English 
Government, in their madness, remaining blind to the 
consideration that the " Continental System " did as 
much harm to France and the Continent as to England, 
resolved on a measure of reprisaL On the 7th of 
January, 1807, the well-known Orders in Council were 
issued. Their^ provisions were these : — All vessels, of 
whatever nation, sailing for France, unless they had 
previously touchtKi at English ports, were declared lawful 
prize, and privateers, as well as vessels of war, were 
permitted to exercise "the right of search." Even 
vessels that were freighted with drugs and medicaments 
for wounded soldiers lying in foreign hospitals, were 
placed in the same category as any others. The madness 
of Napoleon was equalled only by the madness of the 
English nation. George Rose is reported to have said, 
while replying to a deputation from Birmingham which 
had come to entreat the Government to put a stop to 
the suicidal contest, that England and France occupied 
the same position as two men holding their heads in a 
bucket of water, trying which could longest endure the 
pain of suffocation. We, too, had to depart from the 
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strict rigour of our plan by the granting of " licences." 
But, as Brougham very correctly pointed out, this was a 
peculiarly dangerous practice ; the licences were a matter 
of favour, or purchase, and the state of things which 
permitted their existence could not fail largely to in- 
crease the illegal power of the Crown and its Ministers. 
Immediately after the issue of the Orders in Council, 
alarm, distress, and discontent prevailed in the country. 
We incensed America against us by our assertion of the 
right to overhaul and capture her merchant- vessels, and 
destroyed the large indfrecfc trade we had been doing 
with France in American bottoms. The merchants of 
London, Manchester, and Liverpool were especial sufferers, 
and deputed Mr. Brougham, in 1808, to represent them 
at the bar of the House of Lords. The arguments of the 
defenders of the Orders were thus summarised : — " We 
are assailed in our most vital interests. To France and 
Germaiiy it may be inconvenient to be deprived of our 
colonial produce and our home manufactures, but to us 
it is destruction. They can subsist upon their fields, 
dispense with Oriental condiments, and content them- 
selves with coarse substitutes for the finer fabrics of our 
looms. But with our trade our agriculture droops, un- 
able to feed the millions that are now estranged from its 
labours. The United States already possesses half the 
number of our merchant ships, and wiU fetch and carry 
for the world in neutral bottoms." Brougham, as the 
advocate of English traders, and Baring, as their repre- 
sentative in the House of Commons, rejoined with 
arguments such as these : — " We are not justified by 
this assault on our interests to strike at States that may 
profit by our distress. The laws of trade will prove too 
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strong foi the decrees <^ despotism. And as to America^ 
our vessels may carry thither the growth of every clime 
and the work of our own hands, to be re-imported into 
markets guarded against us. Forbid that trafiQ^c, and we 
may make that very Power our most formidable foe.'* 

Elnowledge of the true principles of trade and political 
economy, now gradually becoming the common posses^ 
sion of the multitude^ was in those days so tar removed 
from the minds of even the most intelligent men in the 
country, that these unanswerable arguments did not pre- 
vail, and the Orders remained unrepealed. Brougham's 
advocacy was unsuccessful, but it brought him much 
&me and not a little forensic business. 

The following year, 1809, was one crowded with 
events, with none of which do we find Brougham's name 
in any way associated. It was the year of the commence- 
ment of Wellesley's career in the Peninsula, of Corunna 
and Moore's mournful £Eite,^ of the lamentable Walcheren 
expedition, of Buonaparte's second entry into Yienna, of 
Dundonald's deed of daring in the Basque Beads, and 
Collingwood's wholesale destruction of French vessels in 
the Bay of Bosas. At home it contained the scandal 
about the Duke of York and Mrs. Clarke, the revival by 
Burdett of the agitation for reform, Canning's duel with 
Castlereagh, the death of the Premier, the Duke of Port- 
land, the resignation of his colleagues, and the formation 
of the administration of Perceval and Wellesley. 

In the year following, 1810, the old Marquis of Lans- 
downe, best known to &,me as the host of Bentham at 
Bowood, died. His eldest son was Lord Henry Petty, 
Brougham's old fellow*student and fellow debater at the 
Speculative, who had entered political life nine years 
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befbre, and had already fiUed the important office of 
Ghanoellor of the Exchequer* Lord Henry had sat for 
Ciunelford, a borough '' under the influence " of the Earl 
of Darlington. The Whiles were already looking for a 
seat for Brougham, and we may infer that it was through 
the influence of his old friend that Lord Darlington siras 
induced to return him for his borough. He did so, and Mr. 
Brougham entered Parliament as the representative of 'Hhe 
firee and independent electors" of Camelford. We may here 
remark thecurious fsict that Brougham never sat — although 
we shall hereafter see him making attempts upon larger 
eonatituencies — ^for any other than a close borough, untU 
the year of the formation of the Keform Administration. 
Lord Darlington, who is better known by his subsequent 
title of Marquis of Cleveland, remained Brougham's 
patron and seat-provider for twenty years, except four 
(from 1812 to 1816) in which the latter had no seat in 
Parliament. Perhaps this accounts for Brougham's 
tenderness to close boroughs, otherwise inexplicable, in 
his first draft of a Reform Bill in 1830. Li that scheme, 
which he never had the opportunity of bringing forward, 
but which Mr. Boebuck summarises in his " History of 
the Whig Administration of 1830," Brougham proposed 
to retain every borough which returned members^ but to 
derive those of small population of one of their two 
representatives. 

Brougham's reputation aa an EdiaAwrgh Reviewer 
had preceded him to London, and it prepared for him a 
warm reception at Holland House, and other recruiting 
depdts of the Whig party, and with l^e small band of 
philanthropic reformers, of whom Wilberforce, Clarkson, 
Zaehary Macaulay, and the Thorntons were the centro^. 
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Equally his forensic and literary repntation gave the 
young member a certain consideration in Parliament^ bat 
established a rather exigent test for his first oratorical 
^ appearances. His maiden speech, delivered on this 5th of 
March, 1810, rather disappointed those who thought he 
would take the House by storm. The subject of debate 
was one of constitutional privilege. The Government 
had not been able to prevent a parliamentary inquiry 
into the disastrous Walcheren expedition of the preceding 
year. So afraid were they, however, of what must be 
divulged, that the investigation was, at their instance, 
carried on with closed doors. But there arose a subse-' 
quent discussion, which sprung out of the secret inquiry* 
The Earl of Chatham was a member of the Cabinet as 
well as the commander of the military force in the 
Scheldt. It appeared that he had laid, in the former 
capacity, a certain statement before the king, without 
the privity of his brother Ministers, and had requested 
the king to keep his communication a secret. Mr. Whit- 
bread very properly moved that the House should censure 
the extremely unconstitutional and dangerous irregularity. 
Brougham rose to support his friend, and succeeded in 
bringing Ministers, in their own protection, to agree to 
Whitbread's condemnatory motion. Brougham's speech, 
says one whose opinion is valuable, "was the speech 
which might have been expected from a constitutional 
lawyer." " It was not his wish," Brougham commenced 
by saying, " that the son of Chatham and the brother of 
Piyj should not have justice done him." Quiet argu- 
me^jLtation was the general character of his address. The 
irregularity, he said, was no direct infringement of the 
common law, nor of any statute or charter; but it was 
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Dbyions that such a practice must altogether destroy that 
united ministerial responsibility which was the essential 
guarantee of constitutional liberty. Mr. Adam, in the 
oourse of the debate, characterised his young fellow- 
countryman's performance as ''a speech which fulfilled 
the expectations of talent so truly formed of him, and 
which it gave him, for many reasons, most particular 
pleasure to hear." 

The theme was extremely well adapted as iihe first 
on which Brougham should address the House of Com- 
mons. It affected settled doctrines and established in- 
terests. The field it covered — ^that of constitutional 
politics — ^was the very region of Brougham's especial 
study in recent years ; the whole character of his mind 
had already determined itself as that of the constitutional 
lawyer. He had firmly grasped, after careful reading 
and considerable reflection, a clearly-defined group of 
prime constitutional principles. From this centre radiated, 
from this his first parliamentary appearance down to his 
last, "all the light which, from time to time, he threw 
out upon questions of public policy." He was ever on 
the alert against unconstitutional encroachments, perfectly 
impartial and rigorously just, from whatever quarter 
they might proceed. Ko small portion of his public 
policy was in strict conformity with this general charac- 
teristic, the keeping perfectly clear all the avenues by 
which the subject-petitioner may approach his ruler— 
whether the sovereign or the Parliament. 
V Brougham's second speech was in behalf of Burdett,/ 
who had been ordered to the Tower by the House of 
Commons, and incarcerated, after standing a siege in his 
Piccadilly mansion, for the heinous offence of de&crv\^YCk% 
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his fellow-l^islators as ^a part of our fellow-subjects 
collected together hj means which it is not necessary to 
describe.' 

The Slave Trade had been abolished, as we hare already 
seen ; but many English subjects continued surreptitiously 
to engage in the abominable traffic. Brougham moved 
an address to the Crown, to take more effectual steps to 
put down the trade. This year he was unsuccessful ; but in 
the following session he succeeded in getting an Act passed, 
which rendered any one who was found guilty of engaging 
in the African Slave Trade liable to banishment for 
fourteen years, or imprisonment for a period not less 
than three, nor more than five years. This law, which 
is still part of the criminal law of England, is memorable 
as being the first which Brougham engrafted upon our 
Statute-book. Upon Parliamentary Beform, Catholic 
Emancipation, and the Begency Question, all the leading 
subjects of discussion in 1 810. we do not find that 
Brougham took any part. 

A large portion of the session of 1811 was devoted ta 
debates on the currency. Here Horner and Brougham 
fought side by side. The subject was that of all others 
which Homer knew best; and Brougham showed his 
wonderful versatility by displaying perfect competency to 
deal with this most perplexing of intricate questions. The 
Whigs put forward their two youthful supporters, and 
Lord King, a man of extraordinary practical common 
sense, to oppose the continued use of an inconvertible 
paper currency, demanding that we should return to the 
sound and solid system of metallic payments. They yrere 
eager for this, as opponents of the war, as well as by virtue 
of their abhorrence of gambling finance. The paper cur- 
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rency had been a war expedient, and its continuance was 
defended on the ground of the maintenance of hostilities. 
The Whigs wished for peace, and were not loth to use 
this weapon against the maintenance of armies which 
drew away from our own use such enormous quantities 
of coined money. In the same year Brougham spoke 
against flogging in the army, and (at the bar) as the 
counsel of the brothers Hunt of the Examiner^ who had 
published remarks considered libellous against the Royal 
**fa.t Adonis of forty.*' Already he was recognised as 
the defender in all cases of the political victims of the 
time. He gained his verdict, against the charge of Lord 
Ellenborough. Kext year, the Hunts were again tried 
on a similar charge, and Brougham again defended them, 
but unsuccessfully. The very plain and uncompromising 
manner in which he designated the Prince Regent, who 
was the real prosecutor of the satirists who had offended 
his egregious vanity, is generally believed to have been 
the first and abiding cause of the peculiarly bitter 
hatred with which George lY. regarded Brougham to 
hi&^ying day. 

In 1812 Brougham was a constant speaker in Parlia- . 
ment \ one masterly effort was successful enough to compel 
the Government to repeal the Orders in Council so far as 
America was concerned. Thus he completed, in his place 
in the Commons, the hard work he had commenced before 
the House of Lords four years before. Yery soon after 
this victory, Lord Liverpool, the Premier, dissolved Par- 
liament^ and "appealed to the country." On many 
occasions, as we have previously stated. Brougham tried 
to escape from the representation of close boroughs. He 
now conceived and executed the extremely daring de€l^ 
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of contesting with no less an antagonist than Canning 
his seat for liverpooL To this Brougham was the more 
induced, that he believed he would get warm support 
from his mercantile clients, for whom he had worked so 
hard, and on whose behalf he had just extorted the abro- 
gation of the most obnoxious part x)f the Orders in 
Council. 

Brougham had already marked out Canning, the best 
speaker and debater in Parliament, as the opponent he 
preferred above all others. Canning had readily re- 
sponded to the challenge, recognising in Brougham ''a 
foeman worthy .of his steel." '' Canning alone," a&ya 
Charles Knight, " during the time that Brougham was 
in the House of Commons, could face him deliberately 
as an antagonist; and the difference of their styles of 
oratory rendered the occasions in which they were 
matched against each other, among the most remarkable 
displays of gladiatorship known in the history of Par- 
liament." 

Brougham had very short time to prepare for his 
contest. On the 5th of October he arrived at Liverpool, 
and became the guest of Mr. Roscoe. He was followed, 
two days after, by Canning, who was Teceived in the 
house of Mr. Gladstone, the father of the illustrious 
disciple of PeeL On the morning of the 8th, the four 
candidates who sought the suffrages of the electors 
appeared upon the hustings. Brougham disavowed all 
personal enmity to his opponents, appealed to their good 
nature, promised that he would conduct his canvass with 
all fairness and good humour, and hoped that every 
elector would judge the candidates by their merits alone. 
General Gascoyne, who stood along with Canning, ap- 
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pealed to the fact tliat *' the Oascoynes had represented 
the borough daring a period of one hundred and fifty 
years." " High time," ejaculated Brougham, " there should 
be a changCp" After seyeral days* polling, Canning stood 
first, and Gascoyne second. Brougham reminded the 
electors that those who had polled the largest number of 
votes had ever supported the party who had so deeply 
injured their trade. He gave them one night to think 
over his- final appeal, but next day there was no altera- 
tion in the relative numbers of the votes polled. 
Brougham at once withdrew from the contest. Can- 
ning and the General were returned^ the former 
warmly shaking Brougham's hand on the hustings. 
Homer, the kindly and assiduous^ yet judicious and 
impartial chronicler of Brougham's eareer, wrote to his 
&th6r after the result of his friend's contest was madt . 
public — 

I looked upon his retain as certain, and nothing except BomiIIy'< 
similar disappointment has given me greater or more sincere distress. 
It is a great public loss not to have Brougham in Parliament ; it is 
rendered greater by his failing in an attempt to which he had been 
encouraged by the popularity of his eminent services last summer ; 
and what aggravates it as a public misfortune, is, that Canning, the 
author of these Orders in Council, should be elected in triumph upon 
the very spot where their ruinous consequences were most severely 
experienced. 

In a subsequent letter he says, '<It is clearly 
ascertained that the real cause of Brougham's failure is 
the indiscretion of having joined Creevey (the fourth 
candidate) with him, and attempted to carry both mem- 
bers in the popular interest." 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE LAST PAKLTAMWNTS OF GEOBOB HL 
A.D. 1812—1820. 

Brougham's Independence of Party Ties — ^Temporary Exclusion from 
parliament — Prostration after the Peace — Brougham returned for 
Winchelsea— Agricultural Distress — Foreign Policy — Freedom of 
the Press — Brougham's Parliamentary Position — ^The Income-Tax 
— ^Tory Tyranny — Popular Education — Parliamentary Reform — 
Public CSiaritiea — Ck)ntest for the Representation of Cumberland. 

The simple drcumstance of Brougham's yenturiBg to 
dare a contest with Canning in his own coDstituency, is 
proof enough of the Parliamentary position he had suc- 
ceeded in securing during the two years and a-half 
he had sat for Camelford. On at least two important 
occasions he had effectually influenced legislation — ^in the 
partial abrogation of the Orders in Council, and in the 
completion of the great work of Wilbeiforce. It is to 
be remarked that from the first Brougham made it clear 
that he was in no way bound by the trammels of party. 
True, community of sentiment and the ties of friendship 
connected him with the small party of Whigs, but he 
seldom chose on the occasions of his speeches those 
questions which were especially identified with such 
names as Holland, Grey, and Grenville. Probably, the 
only strictly party question in which Brougham took 
a leadin^r part was that of the currency ; but he, like his 
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friend Homer, urged the resamption of cash payments on 
the merits of the case— on politico-economical rather 
than on political grounds. The Whigs, on the other 
hand, as a body, sharing the prevalent indifference to 
the true principles of public finance, saw in the currency 
question little more than a convenient and serviceable 
weapon for harassing the Ministers in their conduct of 
the war, and for hastening its termination. With the y 
exception of this one question, we rarely find Brougham's y 
name in any of the debates on the matters with which the 
Whigs, as a party, especially concerned themselves ; such 
as Catholic Emanicipation, Parliamentary Beform, and 
the management of i^he war. It was not that Brougham 
was at all indifierent to these questions j his views on the 
Catholic and Keform questions were well known ; but he 
preferred to start game for himself; there was no lack of 
eloquent advocates of the claims of the unenfranchised 
and the Catholics ; the fields he chose for his efforts were 
less occupied, and there was more room and opportunity 
for the exercise of his personal efforts. 

Brougham did not find a seat for nearly four years 
after his rejection at Liverpool. They were the years of 
all others during the whole period of his public life in 
which it is least to be regretted that he was not in 
Parliament. They were the last years of the great 
French war — years in which almost every domestic 
question, certainly every proposal for domestic reform, 
was posl^Oned to the mighty struggle of which all 
Europe was the arena. The period of Brougham's 
ostracism was the period of Wellington's resumption of 
active hostilities in the Peninsula. Bursting from his 
lair at Torres Vedras, and relying on the bra.'^er^ <2kl 
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Ficton and his Light Diyision, he cIoto his way into 
Ciudad Kodrigo and Badajoz, won the fight of Salamanca, 
and opened up the road >to Madrid ; then at Yittoria 
gained the great victory which virtually terminated the 
war ; pressed across the Pyrenees, and, leaving his lieu- 
tenants to reduce Pampeluna and St. Sebastian, pro- 
claimed the Bourbon in the old fief of the Black Prince. 
Brougham's years of privacy compassed the pinnacle of 
Napoleon's power and the depth of his downfall During 
their continuance, the Corsican was at Lutzen and Baut- 
zen, fought the hard-contested battles of Borodino and 
Dresden, gazed on the conflagration of the Kremlin, fled 
to France, suflered the rout of Leipzig, and was sent to 
Elba. And in the final year of Brougham's exclusion 
from public Hfe, the last crowning and decisive struggle 
came. Ligny, Quatre-Bi*as, and Waterloo were fought 
on successive days. Kapoleon gave all up, and Europe 
was once more at the mercy of the Holy Alliance of her 
despots. During this period, too, Brougham had made 
the melancholy discovery that the concession he extorted 
from Castlereagh came too late. In 1812, the year of 
the abrogation of the Orders in Council, England and 
America were at war, the slaughter of St. Orleans and 
the sack of Washington were fixed as permanent stains 
on our fame, and there was established an acrimony in 
the international relations of the two greatest peoples of 
the earth which has rankled down to our own times. 
When the whole earth resounded to the din of cannon, 
while scores of thousands of lives were being shot or 
sabred into death every year, while the nations were 
writhing in the last death agony of their long fight, and 
when all men's minds were maddened at the appalling 
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and intoxicating spectacle, there had been little good 
work for the Reformer of peace to do in Parliament. 

In the autumn of 1815, all men were worshipping 
Astrcea Redvan, and anticipating that plenty would flow 
in upon them as from a cornucopia. But they soon found 
out, to use Castlereagh's phrase, "the severity of the 
transition from peace to war." We had become used 
to war. Not only — unfortunately — all our political in- 
stitutions, but even our social nature seemed to have 
conformed to a new system, and to be attuned to no other 
state but to that of remorseless war, straining every 
nerve, and placing national existence on the hazard of 
each moment From this condition of unexampled exer- 
tion and excitement, the country sunk all at once into the 
lap of peaca But the revulsion was so great, that none 
of the blessings of repose, save only the negative blessing 
that human lives were no longer wasted in bloody conten- 
tion, ensued immediately as the result of tranquillity. 
With the rage of war the consumption of war also ceased, 
and the immense manufacturing and commercial interests 
of Britain were thrown into complete stagnation. Almost 
unlimited distress was the consequence; every class of 
the community suffered more or less, and the lower and 
labouring orders were reduced to absolute starvation. To 
complete the universal misery, a scanty harvest in 1816 
gave the finishing stroke. 

In this year, Brougham was again brought into Par- ^ 
Uament by Lord Darlington, for the borough of Winchel- 
sea. He plunged at once into the business of the country, 
confining himself chiefly to the two questions — ^than 
which, indeed, scarcely anything else was debated — of 
the state of the nation, and of the foreign policy q1 \K^ 



\ 
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Grovemment, as members of, or sympathisers with, that 
Holy Alliance which Brougham was thea the only man 
of note'.to denounce. 

As far back as 1813, the farmers had commenced to 
look upon a bountiful harvest as their greatest calamity — 
the best proof that could be furnished of the thoroughly 
unnatural system of the Com Laws. Now, the nearer 
prospect of open markets increased their terrors. To 
propitiate them, the Sliding-Scale Act of 1815 was 
passed, by which eighty shillings was fixed as the 
lowest price at which com could be imported. This 
measure was carried in haste, and by large majorities, 
in spite of the earnest protest of the commercial and 
manufacturing community. While Parliament perpe* 
trated the injustice it had its hall of deliberation sur- 
rounded by troops, a defence against the people in whose 
interests it professed to be legislating with such excep- 
tional precipitation. 

Spite of oil that was conceded, agricultural distress 
continued. Brougham's first speech, in 1816, was on the 
pressing subject of the hour. It is one of the most 
magnificent of all his speeches. Brougham had the 
J thorough and most valuable power of adapting the tone 
and style of his oratory to the nature of his audienca 
If a mere party question was raised, he was com- 
pletely and efiectually a dextrous partisan and master 
of fence ; but when he came to treat themes of wide 
national interest, affecting concerns infinitely superior 
to the mere struggles of party, where it is the patriot 
and the earnest orator, rather than the rhetorician, who 
must speak, then he rose — as in this case— to the level 
of the solemn dignity of his subject. He raised all the 
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points involved in its decision with an. impartiality as |^^ 
unbiassed as the clearness of his exposition was admi- 
rable ; and in place of the mere meretricious omamen tar 
tions of his accustomed oratory, there was the oracular 
judgment of the dispassionate and authoritative law-^v.^'^ 
giver. This speech foreshadowed much of the future 
legislation for which we are indebted to Brougham, more 
especially in the important department of our Poor-law 
system* 

It is no very heavy blame to Brougham that^ in 
1816, he was not long-sighted enough to have thoroughly . 
mastered the doctrine of Free Trade, and its perfect 
applicability if ruthlessly applied to all conditions of 
the body politia He confessed that he considered the 
protective law ^ as politic, or, at leasts a palliative ; as 
the means of carrying the country through difficulties 
of temporary pressfure." Brougham and Homer, and 
the anti-paper currency economists were, also, the 
more disposed to concede the agricultural claims; for 
they were anxious to keep the Government to their 
engagement to resume cash payments at the termi- 
nation of the war ; and they saw in a measure which 
would prevent a sudden &ill of prices a valuable 
aid to them in their endeavours. They had, too, a sort 
of tacit compact with the landlords, who were as anxious 
to receive their rents in an undepreciated currency as 
the economists were to restore the national finances to 
a sound condition. Hardly any one in the House of 
Commons, save Mr. Baring, was found to stand up for 
the (^octrine that restriction was impotent to maintain 
steady prices; but in the Lords, a number of peers, 
whose names we cannot forbear to enumerate — Qt«^^ 
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Qrenville^ Wellesley, Buckingliamy Carlisle^ DeroiiBliire^ 
and Spencer — placed upon the journals a protest^ oon<- 
taining these weighty sentences — sentences which show 
that^ in respect of sound knowledge of the only principles 
of successful trade^ they were far ahead of their con- 
temporaries, whether in the House of Commons or out 
of it : — 

We cannot persuade ouraelTet that this law will ever contribnte 
to produce plenty, cheapness, or steadiness of price. So long as it 
operates at all, its effects must be the opposite of these. Monopoly is 
the parent of scarcity, of dearness, and of uncertainty. To cut off 
any of the sources of supply can only tend to lessen its abundance ; 
to close against ourselves the cheapest market for any commodity, 
must enhance the price at which we purchase it ; and to confine the 
consumer of com to the produce of his own country, is to refuse to 
ourselves the benefit of that provision which Providence itself has made 
' for equalising to man the variations of season and climate. 

From the Treaty of Vienna there had resulted the 
systematic restoration of universal despotism — a despotism 
that was all the more odious and disgusting, that the 
most saintly professions were made while its chains were 
being riveted. All the hopes of nations already he* 
trayed by Napoleon were betrayed again, and the freedom 
of the Continent deferred for another half century. 
Castlereagh was a culpable accomplice in the iniquity 
accomplished at Vienna. Brougham was the only man 
Canning's lips were fettered) to call the cold and callous 
Tory to account In 1816, Brougham, taking up the 
ancient eighteenth century cry of the Whig party, 
furiously attacked the maintenance of war taxes, and 
the continued strength of the army at such a pitch as to 
show that the Government intended to make England, 
for the £rst time in her history, a military monarchy. 
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He inveighed against the continuation of the "war taxes, 
those levelled on income, property, and malt ; and at- 
tacked the whole foreign policy of the administration. 
He sneered at their ingenuity in frittering away questions 
of the greatest national importanca He dared them to 
a general debate on their policy. He said they trifled 
with the public by exposing to examination only one 
" feature," as it was called, afber another of their policy. 
For his part^ he could not distiuguish one feature from 
another they were all in harmony; they had all the 
same expression ; they were all parts of the same fSace ; 
they all looked one way; they looked agaiust the con- 
stitution, and formed neither more nor less than the 
visage of a military mouarchy. 

In this year, Brough^ made an j^e^botual attempt 
to carry a bill for securing liberty of the press. It 
proposed to abolish the power of exhibiting ex officio 
informations for libel or seditious words ; to take away 
the right of the counsel for the Crown to reply on trials 
for such offences, when defendants had called no witnesses; 
and, under certain regulations, to permit defendants to 
give evidence as to the truth of any libel or seditious 
wordsb The times were truly unfavourable for any such 
attempts as this to increase the liberty of the subject. 
England was just entering on the second epoch of its 
long subjection to the thraldom which George III. had 
set himself with such pertinacity to accomplish, from 
the first day he mounted the throne, and ousted Chatham 
to make Vray for the subservient Bute, the supposed 
paramour of his mother ; in the accomplishment of which 
intent he found Chatham's son his apt though reluctant 
instrument ; and which lasted until the reign of l2ki& wsi^ 
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when the icy manacles began to thaw nnder the inflnence 
of Canning, a man liberal at heart, the sagacity of Peel, 
who knew when to make concessions, and the common 
sense of Wellington, content to follow the lead of his 
fiiithful lieutenant. But the thaw had not yet com- 
menced. The cold frost of ministerial despotism had yet 
to complete its hardening process: the Six Acts were 
yet to be passed, the Peterloo massacre yet to be perpe- 
trated. It was not till four years after, that the trial of 
the queen, and the social disorganisation and terror 
which arose from it^ enabled Brougham to deal the first 
of many repeated blows against the iniquitous system 
under which our grandfathers groaned. 

\In the Session of 1816, Brougham had asserted for 
himself a position of supremacy^ but many of his fellow- 
legislators were far from disposed to accord him the 
consideration which the tone of his addresses implied 
that he arrogated. A certain Mr. Crother told him, this 
year, that "he had been of late beginning to be bold,' and 
assumed a tone and manner not only unusual in that 
House, but scarcely to be tolerated in society." In the 
same year, Mr. Wellesley Pole was called to order for 
saying that Mr. Brougham " had that night received a 
lesson." Mr. Pole assured the House that he had 
meant no offence, and had not intended to be personal. 
Brougham very quietly said, " He hoped the honourable 
gentleman would in future learn to express himself in 
words that would convey his real meaning, and not use 
language implying sentiments contrary to his inten- 
tions." 

The Whigs were startled intq alarm and activity by 
the speech of the Kegent at the opening of Parliament 
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in 1817. His 'Rojsl' Highness hoped that economy 
would .be shown in preparing the estimates, ^'so far as 
consistent with the public reqmrements," and added a 
clause for which there was in former speeches from the 
throne no precedent — "and with the station which we 
occupy in Europe." The prevalent fears that we were 
permanently to be made a military Power, with a large 
standing army, and no longer to depend, as before the 
French Kevolution and subsequent war, on our empire of 
the seas and the insularity of our position, were now fully 
confirmed. All opposition must be made to so dangerous 
and novel a situation as this. Amendments were moved 
in both Houses, dwelling on our condition of " imexampled 
domestic embarrassment," and urging a careful revision 
and considerable diminution of the expenditure. Shortly 
after, the estimates were presented ; they provided for 
the enormous niunber of 150,000 soldiers; and it was 
proposed to diminish the income tax by one-half, instead 
of altogether abolishing it. The financial policy of 
Grovemment was at once attacked with zeaL Castle- 
reagh, against his usual wont^ lost his temper, and 
reproved what he had the insolence to call " an ignorant 
impatience to be relieved from the pressure of taxation." 
This unlucky saying w$ts the best thing that could have 
happened for the Whigs ; . they took care to feed the 
flame of public indignation against " the settled system 
to raise this country into a military Power," and the 
onerous burden of taxation which would be made per- 
itianent if the purpose were allowed to be persisted in. 
On the 13th of March, Brougham, in a speech of great 
power, which displayed a remarkably intimate knowledge 
of all topics connected with the trade of the cousoLtc^^ 
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proposed a series of resolations, attributing a large por- 
tion of the prevailing distress to the severe pressure of 
taxation; and expressing the opinion that the foreign 
policy of the Ministry had not been such as to obtain 
those commercial advantages which its influence in 
foreign courts fairly entitled it to expect. The resolu- 
tions were negatived; but elsewhere he was more 
successful 

Ever since the first promulgation of the Orders in 
Council, Brougham had been associated with Baring as 
the recognised representative of the mercantile interest 
These two gentlemen, with all the Whigs to back them, 
undertook a imited onslaught on the Income Tax. 
They organised meetings, and instructed all the com- 
mercial towns to petition with assiduity. Before a week 
had passed their response came. London and all the 
great cities petitioned through their corporations, and 
through every ward, guild, and parish. The counties 
followed suit) and sheets for signature lay in every 
town-hall, market-place, and in the inns where the 
farmers cougregated. By every parliamentary expedient 
Brougham delayed the progress of the Government Bill 
while the concourse of petitions never flagged. At 
last the final debate was waged. The Ministry were 
overwhelmed with the opposition of all parties, even of 
their accustomed supporters. Wilberforce, for example, 
said that " War and Income Tax were wedded together." 
On the 18th of March the House divided, and the 
Ministry was defeated by a majority of thirty-seven. 
The Ministers had to surrender the Income Tax ; they 
" threw in** the Malt Tax also, patching up their Budget 
with a loan. Castlereagh coolly stated that it was 
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'*a matter of indiffeFence whether they took a loan of 
six or eight millions." 

On the 11th of Julj, Brougham again assailed 
the policy of the Ministry. He averred that their 
measures were '^ neither calculated to fulfil the hopes, to 
alleviate the sufferings, nor to recover the affectioils of 
the people." "The people" were by this time in a 
very dangerous condition. Sedition, the natural fruit of 
^starvation, prevailed in the- land. Its more excessive 
forms were fomented by the Ministers and their infamous 
army of spies, in order to terrify the country into such 
a tremor as would incline it to submit to a suspension 
of their liberties. Carefully contrived words had been 
inserted into the Regent's speech with this determinate 
intent. '^ You will feel," he said, " a just indignation at 
the attempts which have been made to take advantage of 
the distresses of the country, for the purpose of exciting a 
spirit of sedition and violence. I am too well convinced 
of the loyalty and good sense of the great body of His 
Majesty's subjects to believe them capable of the arts 
employed to seduce them ; but I am determined to omit 
no precautions for preserving the public peace, and for 
coimteracting the designs of the disaffected." Himdreds 
and thousands of the people were starving, and such 
crimes as incendiarism — ^the farmyards of the farmers who 
kept up the price of wheat being generally chosen — ^were 
prevalent. Scores of men were hanged. In all the riots, 
Luddite and other, which prevailed, there was no political 
element. But it was the design of the Government to 
connect in the popular idea the political movements 
guided by Cobbett, Major Cartwright, Lord Cochrane, and 
Heniy Hunt^ with the outrages of ignorant weaves^ «sA 
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labourers, maddened by Btarratioo. In the midst of all 
the tumult, the Prince was mobbed in his carriage. 
This " outrage ** the Ministry at once turned to account. 
They had messages of condolence and loyalty voted by 
both Houses, and at once proceeded to demand full powers 
of coercion. A secret committee was appointed ; ere its 
report was sent in, the Liberals insisted on the necessity 
of making some concession to the just demands of the 
people. Brougham spoke^ and with a fearlessness which * 
nothing could affect, directed his diatribes against the 
Prince himself Covering his allusions with a veil, which 
made them only the more pungent by their indirectness, 
he talked of the vices of the worst of the Caesars, and 
inveighed against '* those who oppressed and insulted the 
nation by successive acts of enormous wastefulness, sur- 
rounded themselves with tawdry splendours, associated 
with the most profligate of human beings, and could 
not suspend for a moment their thoughtless amuse- 
ments to end the sad suspense between life and death." 
The latter reference was to a &x;t of then recent date. 
Fifty-eight prisoners had lain for three months under 
sentence of death in Newgate, waiting till the Begent 
could persuade himself to leave Brighton, and come to 
London to sign the death-warrants of the unhappy 
wretches. 

• In spite of all the efforts of the Whigs, the Ministers 
carried their repressive measures, suspending the Habeas 
Corpus Act and other ancient guarantees of liberty ; and 
then proceeded, armed with these ample powers, to wreak 
the Regent's vengeance on the unsuspecting victims of 
their spies. Brougham steadily opposed the suspension 
of personal liberty, taking care, at the same time, to 
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protest liis own antipathy to all revolutionary projects 
and organic changes. 

He found time, amid all the excitement of this most 
exciting period, to inaugurate his long-continued efforts 
for the education of the people. Before he entered Par- 
liament, he had published ^ Practical Observations on the 
Education of the Poor.*' In this year, he succeeded in 
having a committee appointed to inquire into educa- 
tion in the metropolis. Their report made known the 
astounding &ct that there were 120,000 children in 
London and Westminster, who had neither the elements 
of education, nor the means of obtaining them. The 
occasion was not favourable for taking any practical 
action to remove a state of things such as this; so 
Brohgham reserved his efforts. In the autumn hp 
visited, in Italy, the injured Princess of Wales, to 
whom, about this time, he was appointed legal adviser. 
He took advantage of his proximity to cross Switzer- 
land, and visit the educational establishments of Fellen- 
berg and PestalozzL He brought the results of his visits 
with him, and, by promulgating them, was mainly instru- 
mental in the foundation of those excellent institutions, 
when wisely conducted — ^infant schools. 

Brougham's position in Parliament became stronger 
every day. In 1817, Jeffrey wrote from London to his 
brother-in-law in New York : — " Tiemey is now the 
most weighty speaker in the House of Commons, and 
speaks admirably for that House; Brougham is the 
most powerful, active, and formidable." Liverpool and 
Castlereagh continued their dragoon policy, and the 
Whigs could do little more than protest. The occasions 
of great displays on constitutional questions wer^ t^x^^ 
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and Brougham devoted himself with all the more assi- 
duity to the promotion of the education of the ^people, 
and the rescue of ancient endowments from the spoilers 
who had long fattened on their proceeds. 

Motions for inquiring into popular grievances were 
fre(][uentl7 made in 1818, and among their supporters we 
frequently find the name of Brougham, associated with 
BomiUy, Tiemey, and Burdett. He also spoke on the 
pecuniary provisions for the Boyal Dukes, who all set 
about getting wives after the melancholy death of the 
Princess Charlotte, the daughter of Brougham's illufr- 
trious client ; on Tithe Law Amendment ; in support of 
Burdett's motion for a repeal of the Septennial Act^ which 
was seconded by Lord Cochrane, but was not carried to a 
division ; on the Budget, and Parliamentary Beform. 

This Session, the committee which he had succeeded 
in having appointed to inquire into the education of the 
lower orders, brought up its final report. ; having already 
presented five in the course of the Session. The funds of 
the parish and charity schools of London, they reported, 
were not, for the most part, prudently or honestly 
administered ; but with the richer metropolitan schooli;, 
such as Christ's Hospital and the Charter House, they 
bad little fault to find. The committee, having this 
year received powers to extend its investigations over 
the whole country, also reported that there existed 
18,500 day and 5,100 Sunday-schools ; the former being 
attended by 644,000 and the latter by 452,000 children. 
This year Mr. Brougham obtained a Commission of 
Liquiry into all endowed charities, save those in connec- 
tion with the Universities and Cathedrals. Some years 
hence we shall find it returning its repork Great 
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dissatiafaction wag felt in the couutry at the paltry 
spleen of the Government in not appointing Mr. 
Brougham as one of his own commission. He had 
succeeded by this time in awakening public attention 
to the important question of education. His well- 
known letter to Sir Samuel Romilly, " On the Abuse of 
Public Charities,** was published this year ; ten large 
editions were sold in a very few weeks. The education 
controversy was fairly started, and that was a good deal 
to have won. In Brougham's own words, "it was a 
controversy as fierce and uncompromising as almost any 
that ever raged — a controversy which agitated all men 
over the country.** 

In 1818, Parliament was dissolved. Brougham, still 
galled by the fetters of his close borough connection, 
although his patron did not attempt to exercise the 
slightest control over his votes, resolved to stand for the 
county of Cumberland (in which he was now himself a 
landowner,, his father having died in 1810) against the 
all-powerful family of the Lowthers. He conducted hia 
canvass with great pertinacity, and received cordial sup- 
port from the independent freeholders, the small " States- 
men" of the hills : but the Lonsdale influence carried the 
day, and Brougham was defeated — this year, and in 1820, 
and 182^, when he again became a candidate for the 
representation of his ancestral county. We have already 
adverted to the admirable power which Brougham had of 
adapting the style of his oratory to the nature and 
capacity of his audience. The following somewhat 
lengthened extract from his speech from the hustings at 
Appleby, after the declaration of the poll, will be ad- 
mitted to be confirmatory of our allegation : — 
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The result of this day's contest has filled different persons with 
opposite feelings. Good men, who see in the state of the poll the 
cause of independence defeated, and the usurpation of your rights 
perpetrated, mourn over it. Wicked men see in it the disunion of the 
country prolonged, and please the malignity of their nature with a 
long prospect of struggle and disturbance. The minions of corrup- 
tion shout at the temporary failure, as a short respite given to 
that system by which they are upheld, and in which they riot and 
fatten. Wise men alone see the result in its proper light ; as a great 
blow given to oppression, and as a foretaste of certain victory, which 
nothing but impnidence can frustrate, and which firmness and perse- 
verance must ultimately ensure. There are some weak intellects who, 
instead of looking at the justice of a cause, suffer themselves to be 
carried away by the event ; and these men may despond. But men of 
wisdom regard its merits more than its temporary success ; they 
resolve to exert themselves for it with confidence in the issue ; they 
ask only, ''Does it deserve to succeed ?" and then leave the event to 
Providence, looking for the reward of their exertions in their own 
breasts, and careless of what passes without. The short-sighted and 
fickle men who are the sport of events, unable to bear good fortune 
with moderation, cannot support adversity with firmness, but are as 
timid and dejected by the one, as they are domineering and insolent in 
the other. While the sky was overcast, while the day was in sus- 
pense, while the danger existed, they durst not declare themselves ; 
they sailed under false ensigns, they were afraid to show their colours ; 
they hid themselves in holes and comers, and you might be in the 
presence of a multitude of them without being able to see, hear, or feel 
them, while they shrunk from observation, conscious that they were 
not respected, and that they ought to be despised. But when the 
storm was over, when they saw that the danger was passed, and that 
their safety was secured, then they came forth, as has been seen 
to-day, Irom their hiding-places, like swarms of despicable vermin, 
scattering about their filth and slime ; and the face of the earth was— 
I catmot say peopled, but bespattered with the venomous reptiles. 
Then their cowardly voices were raised to utter the cry of short- 
sighted insolence, and to hail, not a final triumph, but a short respite 
from the fate that awaits them. Such a cry it is the duty of you, 
^he independent freeholders, to despise like the croaking of a reptile— 
to despise them as they deserve to be despised, and as they despisa 
themselves. But you ought to go one step further. These reptiles 
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are contemptible, but you should bear in mind that they are likewise 
noxious^ and steps should be taken which, in any future struggle, must 
secure the independence of the country against their efforts. 

Mr. Brougham Iiad been wise enough not to resign his 
seat for Winchelsea, for which he was returned now, and 
again two years afterwards, at the dissolution which 
succeeded the death of George ILL 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THE TBIAL OP QUEEN CABOLINEL 
A.D. 1820. 

Retrospect of tlie Life of the Queen — Her Persecutions — ^Mr. Brougham 
become? her Legal Adviser — Accession of George IV., and his 
demand for a Divorce ^Tlie Queen^s enthusiastic Reception in 
England — Preliminary Proceedings — The Trial — Brongham*a 
Great Speech — Events subsequent to the Trial — Brougham's 
Defence of Ambrose Williams. 

We have now arrived at a period in our narrative when 
Brongham reached the culminating point of his popu- 
larity and fame. We are not about to chronicle the 
noblest achievement of his many- featured life, still less 
to record the act which stands forth as the most bene- 
ficial service he conferred on his country. Were our 
search for this, we should pursue it in the three fields of 
what he did for the amendment and cheapening of our 
law, the extension of our political rights, and the difiu- 
sion of education among all classes. But the fact remains 
that no Englishman ever enjoyed a wider popularity and 
more enthusiastic admiration in the homes and hearts of 
the empire, than Brougham in 1820, when he was con- 
ducting the defence of the Queen of England against the 
charges of her libertine husband. 

George, Prince of Wales, had been in no haste to 
marry; he preferred the syrens who ministered to his 
passions^ or the victims whom h^ succeeded in ensnaring 
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into sbame. But, addicted as he was to every form of 
vice, he had plunged himself into debt^ the annoyance 
connected wich which induced him to adopt any expedient 
which should relieve him from its pressure. HiB 
father's constitutional advisers informed him that they 
could not apply to Parliament for funds to meet his 
liabilities unless they could show something in the nature 
of a "quid pro quo." They suggested to him that he should 
take a wife, thereby render probable the direct lineal 
succession to the throne, and, also, at the same time, 
furnish some guarantee that the tenor of his life for the 
future would be of such a nature as to make further 
applications for money less likely. The calculating 
debauchee accepted the proposal, and his father's Minis- 
ters announced the expected matrimony, and solicited 
the money for the Prince at the same time. This was 
in 1795. The next thing to be done was to discover 4 
suitable consort for the heir to the British Crown, 
&cetiously known as "the first gentleman in Europe." 
Greorge III. and his spouse thought that a niece of their 
own, a Princess Caroline of Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel, 
would suit best. She was the daughter of the old Duke of 
Brunswick, one of the best of the fighting men trained in 
that excellent school for fighting men, the camps of Frede- 
rick the Great. She was also the sister of that Brunswick 
who afterwards fell fighting bravely at the head of his 
" Black Brunswickers '*' at Quatre Bi-as. The Princess 
Caroline had been brought up by her uncle, who kept open 
house for all soldiers. Her education appears to have been 
anything but queenly.X She spent her girlish years rather 
in romping with dragoons than in the society of tutors 
and "gouvemantes." Her worst crime seems to have been 
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the hoydenism which naturally resulted from this up- 
bringing hy her rough, hearty, soldier uncle. As she 
was, she was accepted by the Prince of Wales as his 
wife. From the first it is plain that he took her as the 
necessary accompaniment to the payment of his debts. 
It had been stipulated that his necessities would be 
relieved if he married. There was nothing in the bond 
'about living cleanlily, as a husband should ; about affec- 
tion, or even delicacy and respect to be shown to his 
wife. All that the Prince was bound to do was to 
marry, and with that he contented himsel£ The Prin- 
cess, who had already been, in conformity with the 
curious Royal custom, married by proxy at her uncle's 
palace, was conveyed to Efigland, and in London she 
was married to her husband " in propria persona." The 
young couple lived together without, at least, any out- 
ward indication of discord, until a short time after the 
birth of their child, the Princess Charlotte. An heir 
being born, there was no longer any interested motive 
for the concealment of the aversion which, if well authen- 
ticated Court gossip be true, the Piince had audibly and 
insolently expressed when he first set eyes upon his bride. 
They continued to live together under the roof of Carlton 
House, but occupying separate apartments, and holding 
no intercourse with each other. Even this ostensible 
domestic harmony did not last long, and the Princess 
accepted a separate establishment, on the distinct undei:- 
standing that, whatever happened — whether the child 
lived . or not — ^the separation should be final and irre- 
vocable. She took up her abode at Blackheatl^vestab- 
lished her retinue of servants on a modest scale, lived 
a life of retirement, and found a vent for her amiable 
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nature in her abundant deeds of charity. The aversion 
of the Prince pursued her even to the retreat to which 
8&e had withdrawn herself restricting, as far as he could, 
her intercourse with her child ; and her condition was 
rendered still more worthy of pity by his influencing his 
mother, a woman who was heartless to all but her own 
-children, against the unfortunate lady who had lefb her 
happy home, stating, in her girlish joy, that she was 
" vastly happy with her future expectations." 

The Princess of Wales did not enter much into 
society, but a certain lady, a neighbour at Blackheath, 
Lady Douglas, the wife of Sir Charles Douglas, who was 
attached to the household of the Duke of Sussex, con- 
trived to ingratiate herself with the Princess; and ere 
long a fast friendship sprung up between the two. Then 
they quarrelled, and the Princess forbade the visits of the 
lady. Lady Douglas was a peculiarly spiteful person, 
and there is some suspicion that from the first she 
designed to fabricate some story affecting the honour of 
her "friend." Whether or not the project was first 
dictated by revenge at the rejection of her friendship, she 
did communicate to the Prince the intelligence that his 
wife was the mother of a boy, born at such a date after 
the separation aa to make it impossible that he was the 
father of it. Sir Sydney Smith, the hero of St. Jean 
D*Acre, was said to be the paramour of the Princess, and 
she was accused of a general levity of behaviour with 
other gentlemen. A commission was appointed by the 
King to inquire into these serious charges. Their investi- 
gation was careful and protracted, and its result^ while 
not holding the Princess guiltless of the minor charge of 
a certain impropriety in her extremely tryiu^^xA ^SS&ssciSX. 
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position, entirely exonerated her of infidelity to her 
marriage vov. Thus foiled in his attempt to shake off 
the trammel»( of his nuptial bond, and so be ^ble to 
secure another victim, the Prince vented his spite by 
having made public the disgusting details of the investi- 
gation that had thus resulted. "Vyhitbread and other 
members of the Lower House were incensed at this 
insult to their future queen, and moved, in 1813, an 
address to the Prince Regent, "expressive of the deep con- 
cern and indignation of the House at the publication of 
the obscene and offeusive depositions ; and requesting his 
Royal Highness to order measures to be taken for dia- 
covering and bringing to justice the persons concerned in 
giving them publicity." 

In 1814 the culminating insult was offered to the 
Princess. In that year the allied sovereigns came over 
from Paris to visit the Court of St. James's ; and there 
were a host of splendid displays and Court fetes to com- 
memorate the peace, and welcome the conquerors of 
Napoleon. The Queen, at her worthless son's instigation, 
communicated to the Princess her desire that she should 
not attend any of the drawing rooms, as, after what had 
happened, her husband could not meet her ! Shortly after 
this, the Princess, weary of her long sorrow, departed 
from England to seek in extended travel some solace 
from her suffering. We need not detail at any length — 
it is not necessary to our purpose — the successive stages 
and incidents of her journeys. After a happy tour 
through the minor German States, ruled over by the kins- 
men and friends of her family, who gave her the first 
kindly greetings she had received for years, save from a 
fanall band of sincere and incorruptible friends in Eng- 
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land, she took up her residence in Italj, having pur- 
chased a villa on the shores of the beautiful Lake of 
Oomo. From this as her head-quarters, she took more 
extended journeys, visiting Greece, and penetrating as far 
as Jerusalem. In certain respects, and in one in par- 
ticular, her conduct was very far from discreet; though it 
would be hard to reprobate harshly the indiscretions 
oi one who had suffered so much, who had no natural 
guide or protector, and had been thrown upon herself 
when she was almost a girl. A certain Italian, Bergami, 
whom she had first hired in a menial capacity, was ele- 
vated by her, by successive steps, to the highest positicHi 
in her retinue — one which entitled him to sit at her 
table, and to be the constant companion of her amp]e 
leisure. Situated as she was, a course like this was 
the very one she ought to have avoided ; for her strange 
partiality for this dependant was only too likely to suggest 
the disparaging suspicions which soon began to be ex- 
pressed of the nature of her intimacy with him. She had 
many occasions of discovering the censure which such im- 
prudent conduct entailed. On one occasion, for example, 
the captain of an English man-of-war, which was convey- 
ing her in one of her voyages in* the Mediterranean, 
refused to sit at his own cabin table with a man who had 
formerly, when he had been the guest of the Princess, 
waited upon her -party. But she was stubborn in her 
devotion to her master of the household (for this w^ the 
position Bergami oc-cupied), and so far from being re- 
strained in her condescension to him, she went to the 
absurd extent of founding a knightly order of St. Caro- 
line, at Jerusalem, of which she was to be patroness, and 
Bergami the head. 



\ 
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In 1817, her daughter, the Princess Charlotte, died in 
childbirth, her child also perishing. The Prince Regent had 
now no heir, and he became doubly desirous of bres^ng 
the bond which attached him to his wifa He sent out a 
secret commission to Milan, to inquire into the rumours 
affecting the honour of the Princess. They prepared a 
ponderous report as the result of their ^ delicate investi- 
gation," and the Prince believed that its contents^ when 
the tiiiie came^ would be sufficient to effect his much- 
wished-for divorce. Messrs. Alderman Wood, Whitbread, 
and others of the friends of the Princess in England, 
Vhen this suspicious occurrence became known, recom- 
mended her Royal Highness to select some competent 
person as her legal adviser, and the choice fell upon Mr. 
Brougham. We have already recorded his visit to her fitt 
Oomo, in the autumn of 1817. 

When George III. died, Mr. Brougham at once ap- 
prised his illustrious client of the fact, and advised the 
Queen of England as to her fitting course under the 
circumstances. With equal haste, after his father's 
death made him king, George IV, informed his 
Ministers what course he expected them to pursue 
towards his Queen. He would be content with nothing 
less than a divorce, and ordered that her name should 
be struck out of the Liturgy. Mr. Denman af^rwards 
beautifully said that this omission would not prevent 
the people of England praying for their Queen in their 
churches, for they would not fail to remember her name 
while supplicating the succour of Heaven for "all that 
are desolate and oppressed." The Ministry were placed 
in a most unpleasant predicament. To refuse to act 
as the Eling wished was to imperil their places, but to 
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comply was to incense the whole country against them, 
for almost every man and woman in tl^ land believed 
the Queen to be innocent ; and the few wh^o entertained 
suspicions of her guilt, pitied her as the victim of her 
husband's cruelty, and thought that, eveii if guilty, her 
misconduct was "provoked by outrage and facilitated 
by neglect" The King himself was exceedingly un^ 
popular with his people, not only on account of his 
conduct to his wife, but because of his complicity in 
the worst acts of the odious Liverpool Administration — 
the instigators of the Peterloo massacre, and the authors 
of the *' Six Acts." He had affected Liberal opinions in 
his younger days of riot and debauchery, but merely that 
he might annoy his father, enjoy the society of the wits 
and hard drinkers of the Whig party, and secure sup- 
porters in Parliament when he applied for money to 
pay his disgraceful debts, or wished to be entrusted 
with full kiugly power when his fother's fits of madness 
made him Regent for the time. But during the long 
protracted period of insanity that preceded the old King's 
demise, the Prince had shown that he entertained quite 
as tyrannical sentiments as "Farmer George." The rule 
of Liverpool was more cruel than had ever been that of 
Pitt or Addington, and the Prince gained the hate of 
his people. It was well for England and for the prO' 
gross of English liberty, that the sceptre descended from 
a would-be despot — whose public vices were rendered the 
more dangerous by the private virtues and homely habits 
which endeared him to the people — to one who had no 
alluring or amiable quality, but united all the excesses of 
a debauchee to selfish and callous coldness to the welfare 
of a people for whom he cared nothings exce.^\» ^& "Cc^ 
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contributors of the means of his expensive and degrading 
pleasures. The persecutions of Queen Caroline, and the 
excitement attendant upon her trial,, were real and 
effective agents towarda the completion of the &bric of 
our freedom. 

The Ministry were in a dilemma, but got out of it 
by a compromise, by which they hoped at once to re- 
tain their places and their popularity. They respect- 
fully informed the King that they could not find it con- 
sistent with their duty to seek a divorce against the 
Queen, if she remained abroad, and did not claim to be 
formally recognised as the consort of the sovereign; 
but pledged themselves to institute a Bill of Pains and 
Penalties against her if she came to England to assert 
her rights. This they, no doubt^ believed to be a very 
dever and satisfactory arrangement, for they made sure 
that^ afler an absence so long protracted, and with her 
experience of her treatment in England so very vivid 
in her memory, the Queen would never entertain the 
idea of returning to the shores she had left six years 
before. They soon found, however, that they were entirely 
deluded in their anticipations. What was the advice 
which Mr. Brougham gave when he communicated to Her 
Majesty the death of King George, we have, of course, 
no means of knowing. But, acting either on her own 
or her advisers' judgment, Queen Caroline wrote to Lord 
Liverpool that, as English ambassadors at foreign courts 
refused to recognise her as Queen of England, she was 
on her way home to cl^im the recognition of her just 
rights. There was no help now, then, but to proceed 
to the suit for a divorce. One last device was tried. 
An emissary was sent to St. Omer, to intercept the 
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Queen, and offer her terms to atay away. He arrived 
at his destination at the same time as Mr. Brougham. 
She spumed his offers, and, without even Mr. Brougham's 
knowledge, ordered her caiTiage, and left her hotel for 
Calais, while Lord Hutchinson — ^the Government agent — 
and Brougham were conferring upon her case. 

The Queen's bold determination had thrilled the 
whole nation. All at once they went into a fever of 
excitement, and of devotion to the royal lady who had 
. been so wronged. Received at Dover with a royal salute 
from the castle guns, and by the acclamations of a multi- 
tude assembled on the beach to welcome her, she at once 
continued her journey to London, amid the cheers of the 
populace all aloug the great high road. She crossed 
Westminster Bridge, and passing along Pall Mall, the 
mob obliged her caniage to stop before Carlton House, 
where they gave three lusty cheers of derision against 
the owner of the notorious palace. Her temporary 
residence was the house of Alderman Wood, in South 
Audley Street. 

. On the very day of Her Majesty's arrival the King 
sent a message to Parliament, requesting that an inquiry 
into the Queen's conduct should be instituted, and that 
the papers containing the evidence which had been 
collected at Milan should be examined, in order that a 
Bill of Pains and Penalties might be passed, for the pur 
pose of depriving the Queen of her rights and dignities^ 
and of divorcing her. On the day following Mr 
Brouirham read in the House of Commons a letter from 
the Queen, praying for a public inquiry. Numerous 
discussions took place in both Houses, and much delay 
occurred in consequence. Mr. Wilberforoei in tJoA 
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interest of public morals, endeayonred to pour oil upon 
the troubled waters. But oonciliation was impossible. 
The King and Queen were each equally eager to pursue 
the investigation. The House of Commons washed its 
hands of the whole business, and would not consent to 
appoint a committee to deal with it. The Lords 
appointed a secret committee to examine the documents 
which the King had sent down, and it was finally deter- 
mined to try the Queen by the peers of the realm. 
Messrs. Brougham and Denman were formally appointed 
her attorney and solicitor-general ; they were recognised 
as such by the judges, and admitted within the bars of 
the several courts. The Queen's friends endeavoured to 
set aside the proposed trial by the peers as arbitrary and 
unconstitutional, alleging that her rank ought not to 
deprive her of the right possessed by every British sub- 
ject, of being tried by a jury. 

Brougham and Denman took more pertinent objec- 
tions to the course which was being pursued. On the 
26th of June they were heard by the Lords in sup- 
port of the Queen's petition against a secret inquiry; 
but the Peers decided against them. On the 4th of 
July the Lords* committee brought up their report. The 
Queen prayed to be heard by counsel at once, but this 
was refused ; and on the 5th. Lord Liverpool introduced 
"an Act to deprive Her Majesty Queen Carcdine Amelia 
Dlizabeth, of the titles, prerogatives, rights, privileges, 
and exemptions of Queen Consort of this realm, and to 
dissolve the marriage between His Majesty and the said 
Caroline Amelia Elizabeth." The preamble of the bill 
accused her generally of improper conduct, and specifi- 
cally of adulterous intercourse with Bartolomeo Bergami, 
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one of her Italian servants. The day after the first 
reading of the bill, the Qneen offered a protest, and was 
heard by connseL It was urged that the bill should be 
either dropped, or be carried through without delay. 
Expedition was promised, but the second reading did 
not come on till the 17 th of August, after which 
Gifford and Copley, the attorney and solicitor^ general, 
proceeded to examine their twenty-five witnesses. Then 
there was poured forth, day after day, a profusion of the 
mosjb obscene details, the falsity of most of which was 
obvious, and was displayed by the rigorous cross-exami- 
nation of Brougham, but which, diffused every day in the 
public prints, did infinite damage to the decency and 
morality of the empire. Day after day, for three weeks, 
the Queen sat at the bar, while her Italian servants^ and 
English officers who had observed her conduct, narrated 
foolish or disgusting tales. The case for the prosecution 
was finished by the 8th of September, and Brougham and 
Denman applied for a delay of three weeks to enable 
them to prepare their defence. 

Seldom, if ever, has any advocate in ancient or modem y 
times occupied a more distinguished position than did \r 
Brougham, when, on the 3rd of October, he opened the 
defence of his regal client. It was a splendid position to 
occupy — -to have entrusted to his advocacy the honour, 
the fame, and the fiite of the Queen Consort of the first 
country in the world, against a charge preferred by the 
Sovereign himself, before a body of judges who were his 
own subjects. But Brougham's clients were the whole 
nation j the brief he held was for the men and women of ^jT 
England. Opinions were divided as to the Queei^*s guilty 
but there was almost .absolute unanimity aa tic^ \2q.<^ 
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desirability of her acquittaL Even those who believed 
her guilty beliered that the sad circumstances of her lot^ 
and the peculiar temptations to which she had been sub- 
jected ever since her disdainful rejection by him who had 
sworn before God to protect her, if they did not actually 
condone her culpability, at least operated most strongly 
against the injustice of meting out to her the punishment 
inflicted upon the abandoned and the wanton. Those who 
believed her innocent were indignant at the persecution 
of one whom they believed to be a spotless woman and a 
faithful wife, by one who, ever since he had reached man- 
hood, had paraded his impurity without the slightest 
inkling of shame or decency, and whose example had cor- 
^ rupted a Court whose natural heads were patterns of all the 
domestic virtues. All eyes were fixed on Mr. Brougham y^ 
he knew that the reward of his advocacy, if successful, 
would be no less than the hearty gratitude of & whole 
people. He proved himself equal to the occasion. His 
vehement and splendid oratory as the defender of the 
Queen, was as matchless as had been his skill and self- 
possession while tearing to shreds the incoherent and halt- 
ing evidence of the suborned instruments of the prosecu- 
tion. The defence, which altogether occupied forty-nine 
days, was concluded by Brougham in a speech which we 
should gladly have presented entire, but fi^om which we 
can only extract some of the closing sentences : — 

Sach, then, my lords, is this case. And let me again call on your 
lordships, even at the risk of repetition, never to dismiss for a moment 
from your minds the two great points upon which rests my att-ack 
upon the evidence ; first, that tiiey have not proved the facts by the 
good witnesses in their reach, whom they have no shadow of pretext 
for not calling; and secondly, that the witnesses whom they have 
ventured to call are, every one of them, injured in their credit. How, 
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I again ask, my lords^ ia a plot ever to "be discoyered, except by the 
means of these two principles ? Nay, there are instances in whicH 
plots have been discovered through the medium of the second principle, 
when the first had happened to fail. When venerable witnesses have 
been seen to be brought forward, when persons above all suspicion have 
lent themselves, for a reason, to impure plans, when nothing seemed 
possible, when no resort for the guiltless seemed open — ^they have 
almost providentially escaped from the snare by the second of these 
principles ; by the evidence breaking down where it was not expected 
to be sifted, by a weak point being found where no pains, from not 
foreseeing the attack, had been made to support it 

Tour lordships recollect that great passage — I say great, for it is 
poetically just and grand — ^in the Sacred Writings, where the elders 
had joined themselves, two of them, in a plot which had appeared to 
have succeeded. In that, as the Scriptures say, they had " hardened 
their hearts and had turned away their eyes, that they might not look 
at heaven, and that they might do the purposes of unjust judgment." 
But they, though giving a clear, consistent, and uncontradicted story, 
were disappointed, and their victim was rescued from their gripe by a 
trifling circun^^tance of a contradiction about the mastic-tree. Lot no 
man call those contradictions or those falsehoods which false witnesses 
swear to from heedless falsehood —such as Sacchi about his chan^^ing 
his name ; or such as Demont about],her letters ; or such as Majocchi 
about the banker's clerk; or such as all the others belonging to the 
other witnesses ; not going to the main body of the case, but to the 
main body of the credit 'of the witnesses — let no man blindly call 
these accidents. They are dispensations of Providence, which willed 
not the guilty should triumph, and which favourably protects the 
innocent 

Such, my lords, is the case before you. Such is the evidence in 
support of this measure, inadequate to prove a debt, impotent to deprive 
of any civil right — ridiculous of the lowest oflfence — scandalous if 
brought forward to support a chaige of the highest nature which the 
law knows — ^monstrous to ruin the honour of an English queen ! What 
shall I say, then, if this is their case, if this is the species of proof by 
which an act of judicial legislature, an "ex post facto" law, is sought to 
be passed against this defenceless woman? Aiy lords, I pray your 
lordships to pause. Tou are standing on the brink of a precipice. 
It will go forth your judgment, if it falls against the Queen ; but it 
will be the only judgment you will ever pronounce ^bi^^^^^i^ IvS^Va^ 
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its object, and return upon those wlio gave it My lords, from the 
horrors of this catastrophe save the conntry— save yourselves. 

The trial was now coircladed. On the 6th of Kovem- 
ber the division on the second reading was taken — ^in 
other words, the Peers were called upon to pronounce 
their judgment as to the guilt or innocence of the Queen. 
A hundred and nine voted her guilty, eighty-one indicated 
by their votes their belief in her innocence. On the 10th, 
a division was taken on the third reading of the bill. 
The majority had dwindled from twenty-eight to nine, 
and the Government at once abandoned the bilL 

All through the trial, the most intense excitement had 
prevailed. Public addresses, breathing the greatest 
affection for the Queen's person, and detestation of her 
opponents^ poured in from all quarters, and the streets 
of the metropolis were daily crowded with cavalcades 
proceeding to Brandenburgh House, Hammersmith — ^Her 
Majesty's residence. Day by day, as she went to occupy 
her place at the bar by the side of her counsi^l, '' the streets 
were thronged, balconies and house-tops swarming ; mul- 
titudinous voices invoked, *God bless your Majesty,' 
urged the hesitating soldiers to dp honour to their Queen, 
and hooted or cheered the leading partisans." The 
whole country breathed a full sigh of relief when the 
Queen was vii*tually declared guiltless. 

It would divert us from the direct purpose of these 
pages to narrate the subsequent incidents of the Queen's 
embittered life — ^her worshipping in St. Paul's, to express 
her gratitude for deliverance from a great peril; her 
rejection of an annuity from the Crown; the handsome 
provision made for her by the House of Commons ; the 
addresses of congratulation presented from all parts of 
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the country on her virtual acquittal; the ill-success of 
her unwise attempt to be present at her husband's coro- 
nation; the persistency in the malicious purpose of 
omitting her name from the Liturgy ; her sickening and 
death, and the riotous accompaniments of her funeral. 

It happened that a printer at Durham, Ambrose 
Williams, published in the newspaper for whose contents 
he was legally responsible, certain animadversions on the 
refusal of the clerical authorities of the city to allow the 
bells to be tolled on the occasion of the Queen's death. 
He was tried for libel, and the verdict went against him 
Mr. Brougham was his counsel;^ and he made what he 
considered the most successful of all his forensic speeches. 
Its invective was truly Demosthenic in intensity and 
galling force, and we think it well worthy of being 
copiously extracted from. 

The clergy of the diocese of Durham stand in a peculiarly unfor- 
tunate situation ; they are, in truth, the most injured of men. They 
all, it seems, entertained the same genereus sentiments with the rest 
of their countrymen, though they did not express them in the old free 
English manner, by openly condemning the proceedings against the 
late Queen; and after the course of unexampled injustice against 
which she victoriously struggled had been followed by the needless 
infliction of inhuman torture, to undermine a frame whose spiiit no 
open hostility could daunt, and extinguish the life so long embittered 
by the same foul arts — after that great princess had ceased to harass 
her enemies (if I may be allowed thus to speak, applying, as they did, 
by the perversion of all language, those names to the victim which 
belong to the tormentor) — after her glorious but unhappy lile had 
closed, and that princely head was at last laid low by death, which 
living, all oppression had only the more illustriously exalted — ^the 
venerable the clergy of Durham, I am now told for the first time, 
though less formal in giving vent to their feelings than the rest of their 
fellow-citizens — ^though not so vehement in their indignation ^t ■^'^ 
matchless and unmanly persecution oi \3afe ^>i<^«VL--NXva\v5^ '«k!^ ^^ 
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unbridled in their joy at her immortal triumph, nor so loud in their 
lamentation over her mournful and untimely end — did, nevertheless, 
in reality, all the while deeply sympathise with her sufferings, in the 
bottom of their revei'end hearts ! When all the resources of the most 
inglorious cruelty hurried her to a fate without parallel — ^if not so 
clamorous, they did not feel the least of all the members of the com- 
munity. Their grief was, in truth, too deep for utterance — sorrow cluog 
round their bosoms^ weighed upon their tongues, stifled every sound, 
and when all the rest of mankind, of all sects and of all nations, 
freely gave vent to the feelings of our common nature, their silence, 
the contrast which they displayed to the rest of their species, proceeded 
from the greater depth of their affliction ; they said the less because 
they felt the more ! Oh ! talk of hypocrisy after this ! Most con- 
summate of all the hypocrites ! After instructing your chosen official 
advocate to stand forward with such a defence — such an exposition of 
your motives — ^to dare utter the word hypocrisy, and complain of those 
who charged you with it! This is indeed to insult common sense, 
and outrage the feelings of the whole human race ! If you were 
hypocrites before, you were downright frank honest hypocrites to 
what you have now made yourselves — and, surely, for all you have 
ever done, or even been charged with, your worst enemies must be 
satiated with the humiliation of this day, its just atonement and ample 
retribution ! . . . . 

Judging beforehand, no doubt, any one must have expected the 
Durham clergy, of all men, to feel exactly as they are now, for the 
first time, ascertained to have felt. They are Christians ; outwardly, at 
least, they profess the gospel of charity and peace. They beheld 
oppression in its foulest shape ; malignity and all uncharitableness 
putting on their most hideous forms ; measures passed to gratify pre- 
judices in a particular quarter, in defiance of the wishes of the people, 
and the declared opinions of the soundest judges of each party ; and 
all with the certain tendency to plunge the nation in civil discord. If 
for a moment they had been led away, by a dislike of cruelty and of 
c'vil war, to express displeasure at such perilous doings, no man would 
have charged them with political meddling ; and when they beheld 
truth aud innocence triumph over power, they might, as Christian 
ministers, calling to mind the original of their own church, have in- 
d ulged, without offence, in some little appearance of gladness ; a calm, 
placid satisfaction, in so happy an event, would not have been unbe- 
coming their sacred station. When they found that her sufferings 
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were to have no end, that new pains were inflicted in revenge for her 
escape from destruction, and new tortures devised to exhaust the vital 
power of her whom open lawless violence had failed to subdue — we 
might have expected some slight manifestation of disapproval from 
holy men, Who, professing to inculcate loving-kindness, tender mercy, 
and good-will to all, offer up their daily prayers for those who are 
desolate and oppressed. When at last the scene closed, and there was 
an end of that persecution which death alone could stay — ^but when 
not even her unhappy fate could glut the revenge of her^enemies— and 
they who had harassed her to death now exhausted their malice in 
reviling the memory of their victim : if among them had been found, 
during her life, some miscreant under the garb of a priest, who, to pay 
his court to power, had joined in trampling upon the defenceless — even 
such a one, had he the form of man, with a man*s heart throbbing in 
his bosom, might have felt even his fawning, sordid, calculating malig- 
nity assuaged by the hand of death ; even he might have left the tomb 
to close upon the sufferings of his victim. All probability certainly 
favoured the supposition that the clergy of Durham would not take 
part against the injured, because the oppressor was powerful ; and that 
the prospect of emolument would not make them witness with dry 
eyes and hardened hearts the close of a life which they had contributed 
to embitter and destroy. But I am compelled to say that their whole 
conduct has falsified those expectations. They sided openly, strenuously, 
officiously, with power, in the oppression of a woman whose wrongs 
this day they, for the first time, pretend to bewail in their attempt to 
cozen you out of a verdict, behind which they may skulk from the 
inquiring eyes of the people. Silent and subdued in their tone as they 
were on the demise of the unhappy queen, they could make every bell 
in all the chimes peal when gain was to be expected by flattering 
present greatness. Then they could send up addresses, flock to public 
meetings, and fill the press with their libels, and make the pulpit ring 
with their sycophancy, filling up to the brim the measure of their 
adulation to the reigning monarch, Head of the Church, and dispenser 
of its patronage. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

FOREIGN POLICY — BKOUGHAM's SUPPORT OP CANNINa 

A.D. 1820—1827. 

Political Effects of the Queen's Trial— Brougliam's Position ia Par- 
liament and with the People — Character of Canning — Disrup- 
tion of the Holy Alliance — Continental Affairs — The Congress of 
Vienna — Change in English Foreign Policy — Brougham Defends 
it — The Revolutions in Spain and Portugal — Brougham's Defence 
of Non-intervention — Canning offers to make Brougham a Judga 
— *' The Schoolmaster Abroad." 

After the result of the trial of Queen Caroline, Lord 
Erskine thus wrote, and his words expressed the senti- 
ments of every thoughtful mind in the nation : — 

My life, whether it has been for good or for eyil| has been passed 
under the sacred rule of the law. In this moment I feel ihy istrength 
renovated by that rule being restored. The acccursed change 'where- 
withal we had been menaced has passed over our heads. There is an 
end of that horrid and portentous excrescence of a new law, retro- 
spective, iniquitous, and oppressive ; and the constitution and scheme 
of our polity is once more safe. My heart is too full of the escape we 
have just had to let me do more than praise the blessings of the system 
we have regained. ' 

To what extent the efforts of Mr. Brougham operated 
to induce the Ministry to withdraw their accusation, it 
is impossible to say. The waning of their majority in 
the Peers must be attributed to various causes. If there 
were some nobles and prelates who voted the Queen 
guilty because they wished to propitiate their royal 
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master, others voted her guiltless because they were 
politic£^7 opposed to the Tories and the Court ; others, 
because their natures revolted against heavily punishing 
a sin — if there had been sin — ^which was "provoked by- 
outrage and &,cilitated by neglect f andia third section 
went in fear of the terrible anger of the people if the 
Queen were adjudged impure and divorced. Brougham's 
performances must, nevertheless, be admitted to have ^ 
had much to do in producing the result. Mr. Ward 
merely gave expression to what all were saying, when 
he wrote, "The display of the power and fertility of 
his mind in this business has been quite amazing ; and 
these extraordinary efforts seem to cost him nothing.*' If 
Brougham had &iled and the Queen been decreed guilty, # 
it is almost certain that there would have been a revo* 
lution in England. Fortunately, the contingency which 
would have provoked a lawless outbreak against a pros- 
tituted law, did not occur. Yet the Queen's trial lefb 
lasting effects. The apathetic submission to authority 
which had prevailed since the peace, and which had 
provoked the Liverpool Ministry to the tyrannical policy 
against which l^e small band of Beformers had vainly 
combated, no longer existed. The people had felt, and 
almost shown their own strength ; and the consc iousness 
oLthe^ pow CT remained . Every long arrear of reform 
was ingeniously -Ukken up, and assiduously pressed upon 
the enfeebled authors of the "Six Acts." The next 
ten years, the years intervening between the Queen's 
trial and the Eeform Administration, were years of 
substantial progress and gain. With great difficulty, 
and after much delay, successive concessions were ex- 
torted; but they were extorted, and ere the accessijoiL 
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of the Sailor Eling, the whole tenor of our foreign policy 
had been diametaioally reversedi and, in domestic affairs, 
the nation had accumulated a host of beneficial measures 
of amendment^ and were eagerly panting for a still more 
radical reform, which should for ever establish an apter 
machine for effecting further change. The years between 

% 1820 and 1830 were busy yesun, and no man was more 
busy than Brougham in quickening the. idvent of every 
kind of reform. He had become a power in the State. 
No longer did any coun^^ember dare to reprove his 
^ arrogance of tone.^ No longer did the House venture 
to listen to his hara^gues^ and then quietly, and without 
even the compliment of controversfy, dismiss his motions 

*and resolutions. He was engaged in the fore-front of 
every great combat. Almost all th at was done for ed u- 
cation of adults and children in tibese years was done 
by Brougham. He was the effective ally of O'Oonnell 
and Shid in their mighty labour. No one rendered to 
the endeavours of Macintosh and Bomilly for the amelio- 
rati on of ou r criminal code^ more signal and serviceable 
iSi, He was ever ready to second Lord John Russell in 
his isolated efforts for the disfranchisement of places 
notoriously corrupt. Huskisson, and Brobinsoii; and 
Vansittart were warmly supported by him in their 
great work of the reduction of taxation, and the just 
rectification of its incidence. The Dissenters found in 
him a hearty ally in the agitation which they so vigor- 
ously carried on for the removal of the political restric- 
tions which degraded ^e holiest rite' or the Christian 
fistith, insulted the convictions of the sincere, and debauched 
the consciences of the feeble. For every blow struck 
against slavery by Buxton and Wilberforce, Brougham 
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struck another ; and together they ripened the question 
for the sickle, whenever the new era inaugurated by the 
death of King George displayed so wide a harvest ready 
for the reaper. Lastly, Brougham, who, single-handed, 
had denounced in 1816 the dynastic arrangements which 
accompanied the Peace, with a magnanimity that at once 
put aside .all considerations of party and of previous 
rivalry, supported Canning with a zeal unsurpassed by^any 
" Canningite " in that manly policy of non-intervention 
and impartiality \diich Canning .was the first English .« 
statesman to preach, and which founded and fixed the 
foreign policy of England Jor all succeeding years.^ 

It is too much the &ishion now* to set aside the era 
preceding the Beform Bill as a dead waste in our history. 
No mistake can be more' egregious. Great men ruled 
England in this decade of our century. Canning rose to 
his appropriate altitude, and in his short years of power 
atoned for the errors of a period when he was pained by 
the taunt of being a parvenu, and coerced into courses 
against which his soul chafed, by that most dangerous 
of all conditions for a statesman — ^poverty and political 
dependency. Canning, when at last he was free, proved 
himself another Chatham in the assertion of his inde- 
pendence and the vigorous moulding of the national 
policy by his own convictions; and Canning received 
from Brougham (who was in this respect most honour- 
ably distinguished from nearly all the Whigs) a willing 
and efficient support that Chatham never received from 
any man. Even afber Canning's death, the years were 
great and prolific of wise legislation. They were the 
years of the ascendancy of Peel, guiding and controlling 
the stolid and impracticable Iron Soldier, who fro- 
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fessed to rule on principles of subserviency and "duty," 
despicable in England, and most uncongenial to our 
national character. Peel was a man very different from 
Canning ; but he was an appropriate man to succeed him. 
He was a great administrator, ranking in this respect 
above all other English statesmen, save Walpole and the 
elder and the younger Pitt alone. He had no strong 
convictions — a condition otherwise expressed by the 
euphemistic saying that he was ''open to conviction.*' 
None more than Brougham applied the pressure which 
procured " conviction," and the first regime of Peel was 
thickly studded with successive deeds of political refonn. 

We proceed to summarise the chief incidents and 
gains of this epoch in which Brougham was prominently 
concerned, choosing that arrangement which will group 
them together by their nature and affinity, rather than 
chronologically recording the unconnected achievements 
of each successive year. 

In narrating at some length the circumstances at 
home which procured the elevation of Canning, first to 
the Foreign Office, and then to the Premiership, we are 
merely explaining how it was that he so totally altered 
the foreign policy of England ; and any account of the 
policy which he adopted will equally serve to inform the 
reader as to what was the foreign policy which Brougham 
thoroughly approved and vigorously defended; for his and 
Canning's views and wishes were exactly coincident. 

The year 1821 witnessed the deaths of Napoleon in 
his island prison, and of the last surviving members of 
the Holy Alliance ; for death had stricken them down in 
quick succession after the cruel compact for the repression 
of the liberties of the nations entrusted to their rule, 
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which they had sealed six years ago, with the con- 
nivance of Castlereagh, at Vienna. Meanwhile, German 
Liberalism had -been waxing strong. Mettemich had 
summoned a congress supplementary to that of Carlsbad, 
to consider how best the sympathisers with the assassin 
of Kotzebue could be dealt with. While the Congress 
were conferring about Germany, a revolution broke out 
in Spain; the insui'gents demanding the restoration of 
the Constitution which, had been granted in the year in 
which Wellington crouched in his Torres Vedras lair. 
The petticoat-embroidering king granted his subjects' 
demand — and immediately returned to his sartorial 
devotions. In the same year the Portuguese extorted a 
similar concession from their king. The Neapolitans, 
also, wrested a promise of freedom from Ferdinand. In 
Piedmont and Lombardy similar movements arose, but 
were soon repressed for want of courage on the part 
of Charles Albert, who had yet ten years to wait for his 
crown, but who might in this year have assumed the 
r61e of a Prince of Orange or Orleans. The first indica- 
tions, too, of the Greek rising began to appear. France 
was moving in the same direction ; and the assassination 
of the Due de Berri measured the depth of her devotion 
to the restored Bourbons. Alarm spread among the 
despots : their work seemed all undone. They resolved 
upon another congress, and meanwhile certain of their 
number proceeded to quell the tumults in their own 
neighbourhood. Austrian influence had long predomi- 
nated in Italy ; and Spain, though she had suffered so 
much and so often from France, showed herself more 
disposed to obey her behests than to trust to the nation 
which had lilerated her from Napoleon's Marshals. 
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Austria sent a strong army across the Apennines, shot 
and hanged many hundred Neapolitans, and ''restored 
order." The French Bourbon did not, as yet, invade Spain, 
but concentrated a strong army at the northern base of 
the Pyrenees. Through 1821 and 1822 the reign of the 
soldier and the executioner continued in Italy; and 
early in 1822 it was known that France only waited for 
a pretext to cross the Pyrenees by the passes throligh 
which Wellington had pursued her shattered hosts but 
eight years before. Especially, she wished a European 
sanction for her raid. On the pretence of the Greek and 
Turkish question needing discussion, a Congress was 
summoned to meet at Vienna. In ordinary course, the 
English Ministry would have sent Oastlereagh (now the 
Marquis of Londonderry) to represent her, and to ratify 
what he had done at Vienna ; but on the 18th of August, 
Lord Londonderry's valet found his master lying dead in 
his bedroom in a pool of blood, which had flowed from a 
severance of the carotid artery by his own hand. Lord 
Londonderry had been Foreign Secretary, and his place 
was vacant. The Ministry had great doubts as to who 
should fill it. Canning^ had been Foreign Secretary 
under the short-lived ministry of the Duke of Portland ; 
and he had been appointed President of the Board of 
Control by Lord Liverpool in 1816. He had refused to 
have aught to do with the prosecution of the Queen, had 
resigned his office, and spent a year abroad. Returning 
after the Queen's death, Lord Liverpool, whose cabinet 
was far from strong, would gladly have re-enlisted 
Canning, his old schoolfellow and friend ; but the King 
resented his daring to refuse to be one of the persecutors 
of his wife, and would not hear of his re-appointment. 




FOREIGN POLICY, 109 

Meanwhile, Lord Liverpool patched up his Administra- 
tion with a few Whigs of the Grenville following — Lord 
Wellesley being the only important accession. Canning 
made up his mind that there would be no more official 
work for him while the King lived. The Eadt India 
Company had had the best opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with his administrative capacity — ^which was 
equal to his oratorical power — ^when he had presided over 
the Board of Control, and they solicited him to go out 
to India as Govemor-G^eneral — ^a most tempting offer to 
a man with very slender fortune, without family influence, 
and occupying a peculiar position of isolation — a man of 
the people by birth, and the opponent of popular claims 
by party connection; reviled as an apostate by the 
Hadical, despised as a " novus homo " by his own allies. 

When it became, known that Canning was to go to 
India, the nation was unanimously ashamed — ashamed 
that such a man — for all, at least, admired him — should 
be lost to his own country. He was posting down io 
Liverpool when he heard of the death of Londonderry. 
He had no idea that this occurrence would at all affect 
his own prospects, but his constituents were so convinced 
that he must have the Foreign Office, that they turned 
what was to have been a farewell into congratulations at 
the continuance of their connection with their member, 
and his certain elevation. Lord Liverpool saw how popu- 
lar the appointment would be, succeeded in impressing 
the same view upon the sullen *Eling, and had his friend 
gazetted Foreign Secretary. It is not the slightest exagge- 
ration to say that, from a period shortly succeeding the day 
of his appointment xintil the day of his death, the foreign 
policy of England was simply what Canning willed thft*^ 
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it shoxild be. His was a master mind, but it did not at 
once vindicate its supremacy. His difficulty was twofold. 
His policy was not for a time properly understood, and 
the middle course he took was liable to misrepresentation. 
There were few who possessed the clear-sightedness of 
Brougham, who from the first not only supported Can- 
ning's ik>licy, but also did him much greater service in 
expounding and explaining it. Canning was so outspoken 
in his approval of the efforts of peoples, in the New as 
well as in the Old World, to free themselves, that he was 
upbraided by those who did not allow for his counter 
doctrine of non-intervention, for refusing to commit 
England as an active ally of those who were struggling 
for liberty ; and, on the other hand, despot-lovers endea- 
voured to prove, by his own doctrine of non-intervention, 
that he ought not even to express himself favourable to 
one party of belligerents in disputes which were not 
settled. The personal was, at least, equal to his political 
difficulty. To it we have abeady alluded, but no apology 
is necessary for the citation of words spoken by him in 
1816, in which he manfully faced this peculiarity of his 
position : — 

To tMs charge, as I understand it, I am willing to plead guilty. 
A representative of the people, I am one of the people ; and I present 
myself to those who choose me with only the claims of character (be 
they what they may), unaccredited by patrician patronage or party 
recommendation. . . . There is a political creed which assigns to a 
certain combination of great families a right to dictate to the sovereign 
and to influence the people ; and this doctrine of hereditary aptitude 
for administration, singularly enough, is most prevalent among those 
who find nothing more laughable than the principle of legitimacy in the 
Crown. To this theory I have never subscribed. If to depend directly 
upon the people, as their representative in Parliament— if, as a servant 
of the Crown, to lean on no other support than that of public confidence 
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—if that be to be an adventurer, I plead guilty to the chaige ; and I 
would not exchange that situation, to whatever taunts it may expose 
me^ for all the advantages which might be derived from an ancestiy of 
a hundred generations. 

Canning had another difficulty to contend with, which 
may be regarded as of his own voluntary creation ; or it 
may be looked upon as the effect of the natural bent of 
his genius, or the result of the position we have alluded 
to acting upon a strong pride of character. Brougham 
himself thus describes this, in his ^'Sketches of the 
Statesmen of the Reign of George III, : '* — 

With the common run of ordinary mortals who compose the mass 
of every country, with the plainer sort of men who form the bulk of 
every audience, and who especially bear sway in their own appointed 
place, the assembly that represents the English people, it would have 
been contrary to nature if one so lively, so fond of his joke, so careless 
whom his merriment might offend, so ready to turn the general laugh 
against any victim, had been popular, nay, had failed to prove the 
object of suspicion, and even dislike. The duller portion, over whose, 
heads his lighter missiles flew, were offended with one who spake so 
lightly; it was almost personal to them if he jested, and a classical 
allusion was next to an aSront. " He will be laughing at the quorum 
or talking metaphysics next," said the squire representing a county. 
But even they who emulated him and favoured his claims, did not much 
like the man who had made them so merry, for they felt what it was 
that they laughed at, and it might be their own turn to-morrow. 

Great was the mind that oyercame such difficulties as 
these. Magnanimous, too, was the hearty and unreserved 
way in which Brougham, once he saw that Canning was 
to rule the Ministry and act as he thought fit, gave him 
his support. All considerations of a long continued 
rivalry — ^for these two had ever pitted themselves against 
each other — ^were set aside, and Brougham, the Constitu- 
tional Beformer and antagonist of all Tories and Pittites, 
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became the most useful ally of the early prot6g6 Ci 
Pitt^ who had deserted the ardent Liberalism of his Eto^ 
days, and served in Tory harness all through the wi^ 
and the years of tyranny that followed the peace 
Brougham's conduct was all the more honourable that it 
entailed severance from his own party allies, and won 
him their distrust The femily Whigs would never 
recognise Canning's merits. They carped at and harassed 
him. Even Earl Grey delivered against him, in the 
House of Lords, one of the severest and most malignant 
speeches ever uttered. We are strongly inclined to 
believe that the reluctance "which the Whigs showed to 
provide for Brougham in their Keform Ministry, and 
their permanent exclusion of him from power ever after, 
proceeded in very considerable measure from thdr dis- 

V pleasure at his refusal to participate in their factious 
opposition to the noblest foreign policy ever exerted by 
England in time of peaca 

Having thus dwelt upon the general position of affairs 

^ which resulted from the instalment of Canning in the 
control of our foreign policy, and explained the attitude 
which Brougham took up towards the new Ministry, we 
must hasten over the detailed particulars which record 
Canning's policy reduced to action; for tempting as is 
the deviation, we are mindful of the other fields which we 
must tread ere we can close the narrative of Brougham's 
labours during the ten years which we are now traversing. 
Canning sent the Duke of Wellington to Vienna, 

, giving him very specific and very unmistakable written 
instructions : — " If there be a determined project to in- 
terfere by force, or by menace, in the present struggle in 
Spain, so convinced are His Majesty's Government of the 
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uselessness and danger of such interference, so objection- 
able does it appear to them in principle, as well as utterly 
impracticable in execution, that when the necessity arrives, 
or (I would rather say) when the opportunity offers, I am 
*^to instruct your Grace at once frankly and peremptorily 
'to declare that to any such interference, come what may. 
His Majesty will not be a party." At the Congress, 
Chateaubriand very early let it be explicitly understood 
that his Sovereign sought the support of the Powers in 
' his projected invasion of Spain, that he might assist his 
Bourbon cousin to recant the Constitution which the 
Cadiz insurgents had extorted. "Wellington delivered 
his message, said a word for Italy, and withdrew. 

The King's speech, in 1823, stated the course that 
had been taken by Wellington at Vienna, and pledged 
the Ministry to do all in their power to avert war 
between France and Spain. Canniog was not a member 
of the House, not having yet been re-elected for Liver- 
pool In his absence. Brougham delivered one of his 
most magnificent orations, vindicated the insurgents in 
various countries of Europe, eulogised the Ministry, and 
with terrible heat denounced the Holy Alliance. " Free 
States," he said, '' were the safest and most natural allies 
of England," but, at the same time, it was our proper 
course to seek a quarrel with no community, whether 
tyrannized or free. 

Spain was invaded by France, and then Canning was 
attacked on all sides for not going to war in support of 
the Spanish constitutionalists. Brougham again defended 
Canning's policy, and re-echoed the proud assertion of 
the Minister, that he had broken up the Holy Alliance. 
Again, in 1824, was Canning attacked most virulently 
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by the WMgs. Again Brougham defended him, pithily 
reminding his audience that " England stands bound over 
in recognisances of eight hundred millions to keep the 
peace." At the same time he admitted that not even 
the load of debt should prevent our engaging in a ''just 
and necessary war.** Such a "just and necessary war" 
Canning would have engaged in^ had France carried out 
her threat of coercing the revolted South 'American 
provinces of Spain into subjection ; but the firm language 
"bfi held to Chateaubriand restrained Charles X. from 
carrying his threat into execution. He at once recog- 
nised the South American Republics, and, aided by 
Brougham, baffled the intrigues and the open opposition 
of the inveterate Torie^ appalled at this speedy recognition 
of bands of rebels. 

In 1826 a constitutional Grovemment was established 
in Portugal. The Court of Spain threatened to perform 
the same service for the Portuguese as France had ren- 
dered to her, and in Portugal itself there was a strong 
absolutist party. The national party was hard pressed, 
and applied to England for help, pleading ancient and 
oft-ratified treaties. Canning at once responded to the 
call, equipped an armament, and sent it forth. Very few 
sentences from a speech delivered by him in Parliament, 
contain the reasons and justification of this course : — 
" Internally let the Portuguese settle their own afiairs ; 
but with respect to external force, while Great Britain 
has an arm to raise, it must be raised against the efibrts 
of any Power that shall attempt forcibly to control the 
choice and fetter the independence of Portugal. . . . 
"We go to Portugal, not to rule, not to dictate, not to 
prescribe constitutions, but to defend and preserve the 
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independence of an ally. We go to plant the standard 
of England on the well-known heights of Lisbon. Where 
that standard is planted, foreign dominion - shall not 
come." Great cheering followed these thrilling words. 
Mr. Brougham rose and *' declared that now, indeed, the 
nation was governed on wise, liberal, and truly English 
principles, and its burdens would be cheerfully borne." 
Canning's force in the Tagus had no fighting to do. 
The Spanish army on the frontier was withdrawn, and 
Portugal left to "settle her own affairs." Next yjar, 
Canning's policy was crowned with a new triumph — ^the 
recognition of the independance of Greece. 

Five months before the last-mentioned event, Lord 
Liverpool had been suddenly stricken down by apoplexy. 
Although he lingered for some months, it became neces- 
sary to fill up his place. Canning might not have 
been made Prime Minister, but for an intrigue against 
him on the part of certain leading Peers, which the Eling 
had the manliness to resent as an attempt at dictation ; 
and, although he had hitherto wavered, he at once 
appointed Canning Prime Minister. He soon received "a 
bundle of resignations," but the vacant places were filled 
up. Brougham, along with Tiemey, Burdett, and Sir 
Bobert Wilson, marched across the House and took his 
seat behind the Treasury Bench ; he announced his inten- 
tion of giving an independent support to the Ministry, 
but, at the same time, explicitly announced that he had 
boTind himself not to take office. One of the first uses 
which Canning made of his power was to offer Brougham 
the honourable judicial office of Lord Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer. Brougham at once declined it. "Why," 
said Canning, ^* the post of Chief Baron is^ yoxL Ississ^ ^^Oas^ 
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half-way House to that of the Chancellor." '^Yefi,** 
replied Brougham^ ^but you deprive me of the horses 
that are to take me on." That is to say, exclusion from 
the House of Commons would have been &,tal to farther 
advancement. Canning's administration was universally 
admitted to be the strongest that had existed since that 
of Pitt; but alas ! it lasted but a short time. After a 
week's severe illness. Canning died, on the 8th of 
August. 

Brougham continued his course of neutrality under 
the Goderich and Wellington Ministries, but he no longer 
sat upon the Government side of the House. At the ap- 
pointment of the Duke of ^ Wellington, Brpugham as- 
serted that it was unconstitutional, the Duke being also, 
at the same time, commander-in-chief *'No one," he 
said, ** valued more highly than himself the services of 
the Duke as a soldier ; but he did not like to see him the 
. constant and confidential adviser of the Sovereign, at the 
head of the civil and military establishments, possessing 
the perfect confidence of the Court and of most of the 
aristocracy, dispensing all the patronage of the Crown, 
the army, and the Church." 

But it is not that we might record the direct purpose 
for which this speech of Brougham's was made, that we 
thus allude to it. It contained the most memorable of 
all Brougham's curt utterances, which we present along 
with its immediate context : — 

But let it not be supposed that I am inclined to exaggerate. I have 
no fear of slavery being introduced into this country by the power of 
the sword. It would take a stronger, it would demand a more power- 
ful man, than even the Duke of Wellington, to effect such an object. 
The noble duke might take the army, he might take the navy, he 
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might take the mitre, he might take the seal — ^I would make the noble 
duke a present of them all. Let him come on with his whole force, 
sword in hand against the Constitntion^ and the energies of the people 
of this country will not only beat him^ but laugh at his efforts. There 
have been periods when the country has heard with dismay that 
the soldier was abroad. That is not the case now. Let the soldier be 
ever so much abroad in the present age^ he can do nothing. There is 
another person abroad — a less imposing person^ and in the eyes of some 
an insignificant person — ^whose labours have tended to produce this 
state of things. The schoolmaster is abroad; and I trust more to the 
schoolmasteri armec^with his primer, for upholding the liberties of the 
country, than I fear the soldier with his bayonet. 






CHAPTER IX. 

K>FDLAB EDT70AXION AND DIFFUSION OF ENOWLEDG& 

A.D. 1819—1830. 

Marriage — ^Elected Lord Bector of Glasgow Uniyersity— Edinbargh 
Banquet — ^Anecdotes of Brougham's Versatility and Capacity for 
Work—Appointed Eing*s Counsel— Bill for National Education 
-.Foundation of the London Mechanics' Institution — ^Dr. Birkbeck 
— ^The Society for the DifTosion of Useful Ejiowledge— Partial 
Departure from its First Programme — The University of L<mdon. 

We Iiave omitted to record in its proper place an impor- 
tant act of Brougliam's life. like two other English 
Lord Chancellors of our century, Lord Brougham ran off 
with his wife and married her across the Border. In his 
case, it was no blushing maiden whom he induced to fly 
with him. The feir runaway was a widow, having 
already been the wife of John Spalding, Esq. She was 
the granddaughter of John Eden, Esq., and the sister of 
Lords Auckland and Henley. Mrs. Spalding became Mrs. 
Brougham in an inn at Coldstream — ^a small town just 
across the Tweed — in the year 1819. Two daughters 
were the fruit of this marriage, but they both died many 
years ere the decease of their parents. By a gracious act 
of Queen Victoria, a new patent of nobility was conferred 
on Lord Brougham, by which his title descends with his 
property to his younger brother and 'his male issue. That 
we may not again interrupt the course of our narrative 
of his public labours, we may here state that Brougham's 
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mother, who was ''a woman of talent and delightful 
character/' lived on until some years affcer her son had 
reached the pinnacle of his popularity. Mrs. Brougham, 
senior, died in 1839. We have already recorded the 
death of her husband in the year in which their son first 
entered Parliament. 

In 1825 Mr. Brougham was brought forward by 
some youthful Scottish admirers as a candidate for the 
Lord Rectorship bf the University of Glasgow. Others 
of the students supported Sir Walter Scott Two of the 
four " nations " voted for Brougham ; two for the Tory 
minstrel and novelist. The outgoing Lord Bector had 
to decide between the two parties by his casting vote. Sir 
James l^facintosh, who was the retiring academic dignitary, 
decided that Brougham was the preferable competitor. 
The address which he delivered on the occasion of his 
installation is of great merit, and its excellence is the 
more wonderful that it was composed at interval^ snatched 
fix)m the engrossing legal labours of the Northern Circuit. 
Many stories are current of the extraordinary manner in 
which Brougham prepared some of his most popular and 
estimable literary productions under circumstances of 
similar difficulty. In one night, after a hard day's can- 
vassing among thefi^holders of Westmoreland, he wrote 
a complete article on (we believe) a somewhat intricate 
scientific subject^ for the Edivifmrgh Review, On another 
occasion, when he contested the county of Tork, ke 
addressed eight meetings in one day, posted to Tork by 
night, and, having travelled a hundred and twenty miles 
within twenty-four hours, conducted an important case 
at the assizes in the morning. Again we hear of him 
residing with a peer for a few days, and devoting «.\!«^^ 
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rently every hour to political business that he could 
spare from the study of a load of briefs which he had 
brought with him; yet, all the while, writing long letters 
on subjects connected with the higher mathematics to a 
younger brother then at college. From another, and a 
reliable, source we learn that during the busiest period 
of the circuit, he not only gave full directions for the 
agricultural series of publications issued by the Society 
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, but actually 
wrote himself the treatise on sheep-shearing and wool, as 
a practical exemplification of his general injunctions. 

The old friends and admirers of Mr. Brougham in his 
native city took advantage of his presence in Scotland 
to invite him to a complimentary banquet. ''Harry 
Cockbum," as his fellow-citizens loved to call him, to 
whose ** Memorials," and " Life of Jeffrey," we have been 
so much indebted for many of the facts contained in our 
earlier chapters, presided. He thus handsomely and 
felicitously gave expression to the common sentiment of 
those who had assembled to do honour to their townsman. 
After alluding to Brougham's departure from Edinburgh, 
Cockbum said : — 

From that day to this^ our accomplislied friend has gone on in the 
display of successive achievements, of such brilliancy that the preceding 
one seemed so great that it was deemed impossible to be surpassed, 
imtil the succeeding one eclipsed it with its glory ; until, at last, he 
exhibited, in his pregnant history of mental progress, one of the noblest 
and most cheering spectacles which a free country could present in her 
annals — the spectacle of a young man going forth into public life^ 
supported by his principles and talents alone, and triumphing in their 
independent success. So advancing, without the advantages of a great 
private fortune, or hereditary connections, but merely by innate worth, 
by a sagacious selection of his objects, an4 the abilities with which he 
pursued and enforced them ; acquiring in this pure and gratifying way 
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an influence over his countrymen greater, far greater, than was ever 
obtained on any previous occasion, merely by the single aid of the 
resources of a single man. 

The statement of one furtlier incident in Brougliani's 
personal— or, rather, professional — ^life, will permit us tp 
return to the more important sphere of his public labours. 
His appointment of Attorney-General to the Queen had 
given him precedence at the ba^ in the same rank as 
King's Counsel This he lost when his regal client died. 
It would have been an act of common justice to have 
called him within the bar in the ordinary way, when he 
was thus reduced to the stuff gown. Not, howe.ver, until 
1827 — ^long after the amount of his practice had entitled 
him to the position — ^was he made a King's Counsel. 
For this recognition of his professional claims and posi- 
tion, he was indebted to the generosity, or rather the 
justice, of Canning. 

The years between 1820 and 1830 witnessed 
Brougham's unsuccessful endeavour to establish a gra- 
tuitous system of education ; but also the establishment 
of the University of London, the London Mechanics' 
Listitution, and the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge. Li 1820 Brougham — ^who within twelve 
months had lashed so mercilessly certain of the esta- 
blished clergy in his speech in defence of Ambrose 
Williams^ at Durham — ^introduced a Bill for " the « 
education of the poor in England and Wales," under 
the provisions of which the absolute control of the 
system would have been handed over to the clergy. 
His fiunous committee had reported that ten per cent, 
of the population ought to be under instruction, 
whereas only six per cent, were at schooL This 
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informatioii had been exclusively derived £roin the 
clergy, and it would seem as if they had had much to do 
with the concoction of the remedial measure. The pro* 
posed national schools were to have schoolmasters recom- 
mended by the incumbents of parishes, and every teacher 
was, upon his appointment^ to take the sacrament at the 
hands of a minister of the national religion. It may be 
iair to accept the extreme desire of Brougham to provide 
a national system, with whatever restrictions it might 
be hampered, as a substantial condonation of the intolerant 
provisions of this measure ; but no one can regret that 
— ^thanks to the resolute opposition of the Nonconform- 
ists — the Bill was withdrawn ere its second reading. 

About this time a belief began to grow in many 
quarters that school training is but a part of the education 
of the man; and that there was a great need of some 
device by which adults, especially of the artisan class, 
might pursue their youthful training, or remedy the want 
of it, and receive in the intervals of their labour scientific 
instruction, which should at once expand their minds 
and cultivate their faculties, and be turned to practical 
account in their seveitd vocations. More than a score of 
years before, in a distant city of the empire, one philan- 
thropic man of science had laid the first humble founda- 
tion of Mechanics* Institutions. Dr. Birkbeck was 
Professor of Natural Philosophy in the Andersonian 
University of Glasgow, an extra-academical but most 
excellent school of physical science and medical education. 
In 1800 he commenced a course of popular lectures on 
two evenings in the week, and also " a series of lectures 
on the mechanical properties of solid and fluid bodies, 
abounding with experiments." Both courses were solely 
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designed for persons engaged in manual labour, for those 
in higher spheres of life whose early education had been 

I neglected, and those who could not afford to pay the cost 

^ of more expensive instruction. The lectures succeeded 
from the first, and an unbroken succession of courses was 

1 kept up by Dr. Birkbeck and other men of the same 

f stamp, who became associated with him in his valuable 
labours. " Many of our most renowned engineers have 
to date their progress and success from the instruction 

^^ thus afforded." So continuous and progressive was their 
prosperity, that in 1823 a large and commodious hall was 
built expressly for the delivery of the lectures. In the 
same year that valuable journal, the Mechanics^ Magazine^ 
was started, and in one of its earliest numbers the ques- 
tion was put, "Why should Glasgow alone afford to the 
mechanics of the United Kingdom the only sure means 
of success 1 Why not extend it to London 1 " To this 

^ pertinent question there was a quick response. Fortu- 
nately, Dr. Birkbeck had migrated to London, and he at 
once set himself to establish in the metropolis a counter- 
part of what existed in the then small provincial town. 
Numbers of the most distinguished men in literature 
and public life, along with many leading citizen^ asso- 

> ciated themselves with Dr. Birkbeck, and on the 2nd 
of December, 1823, the London Mechanics' Institution 
was bom. Brougham was among the very first to volun- 
teer his co-operation ; among others of the founders, we 
find the names of Lord Mayor Sir John Key, the Eoyal 
Duke of Sussex, Sh: Francis Burdett, the Duke of Bed- 
ford, Lord Spencer, Truman and Hanbury the brewers, 
Dr. Hodgkin, Basil Montague, the editor of Bacon ; Sip 
Peter Laurie, Colonel Torrens, Sir John Cam H.obbA>^^&^^ 
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Gobbet^ Bentham, Francis Place. Mr. Jolm Bob^ 
Taylor, one of the most zealous supporters of the institu- 
tion, thus defines the especial objects its promoters had 
in view* : — x 

It was devoted especially to the instraction of the working dasses 
generally in the principles of the arts they practise, as well as in all 
other branches of useful knowledge, by means of lector^ on the arts 
and sciences, a library of reference and circulation, a reading room, 
and an experimental workshop and library. These objects have been 
carried out to a very great extent, with the addition of elementary 
classes in English grammar ; the Latin, French, and German languages ; 4 
geography, arithmetic, and mathematics; literary composition /and 
elocution ; writing, book-keeping, and short-hand ; natural philosophy 
and phrenology ; natural history, chemistry ; perspective and architec- 
tural, mechanical, ornamental, anatomical, landscape, and human figure 
drawing ; modelling ; vocal, instrumental, and choral musia 

In 1824 the foundation-stone of the building in 
Southampton Buildings was laid by Brougham. He 
did more, in proof of his anxiety to promote the under- 
taking. He entered, with others, into a considerable 
proportion of the pecuniary responsibility attached to the 
project. In recent years this engagement entailed some 
anxiety, if not loss, to Lord Brougham ; but^ some years 
since, the public gladly learned that steps had been taken 
to relieve his lordship of the responsibility. 

The foundation of the " parent " Mechanics* Institu- 
tion was speedily succeeded by the establishment of 
similar agencies of education in the proyinces. Leeds 
was the first to follow the example of the metropolis 
There are now upwards of 600 institutions of the same 

• We have to express our obligation to an excellent pamphlet by 
Mr. Taylor, published in 1861 by Messrs. Simpkin and Co., for the 
laiger portion of the facts given above. 
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cliara6ter in England. This is exclasive of the numerous 
free libraries, schools of science and art^ working men's 
colleges, &o.f whose pedigree must be deduced from the 
same prolific source. 

When the London Mechanics' Institution was but a 
few months old, Brougham, who had entered heart and 
soul into the whole field — a field so large and so fresh 
—of adult education, published a pamphlet entitled 
" Practical Observations on the Education of the People, 
addressed to the Working Glasses and their Employers." 
In an amazingly short space of time twenty editions were 
disposed o£ This enormous sale proved one fact^ and 
effected another. It proved a hungry craving on the 
part of the half-learned artisans of those days for supplies 
suitable to their condition and capacities of useful know- 
ledge ; and its wide popularity and diffusion did much to 
call the hunger into existence where the soil was good, 
but &II0W and yet without seed sown. After Brougham's 
mind and the minds of others were fairly engrossed by 
the consideration of the best means to solve the problem 
of adult education, it was very soon discovered that their 
efforts were, in a large measure, neutralised for the want 
of cheap and good elementary works, to be used as text- 
books by those who attended the lectures; still more, 
for adoption by those who had not oral instruction within 
their reach. 

To have left this necessity unsupplied, would have 
been to render Mechanics' Institutions only half as bene- 
ficial as they would be if the void were filled up. Not 
only were such scientific manuals as did exist very ex- 
pensive^ but on many important subjects there did not 
exist any hand-books at alL Even in the fields of civil 
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history, and general information of an unsystematic 
character, there was great need of works suitable to put 
into the hands of the elementary student In April, 
1825, Brougham, Lord John Bussell, William Allen, Dr. 
Lushington, and others, met together and founded the 
Society for iihe Difiusion of Useful Knowledge. The 
great commercial crash of that year temporarily suspended 
their operations. But by November, 1826, they had re- 
organised the society, and soon after they issued their pro- 
spectus. It stated their objects to be, ''The periodical 
publication of treatises, under the direction and with the 
sanction of a superintending committee, to impart useful 
information to all classes of the community, particularly 
to such as are unable to avail themselves of experienced 
teachers." Brougham was appointed president^ and the 
first issue of the society was a discourse by him, '' On the 
Objects, Pleasures, and Advantages of Science." Large 
sums were contributed by munificent well-wishers to 
defray the cost of the early publications. But ere long, 
the sale of their works became remunerative, and the 
society self-supporting. The projectors had come to an 
understanding at starting that no profit should be derived 
from the undertaking. All the profits that accrued from 
the sale of the less expensive works published, were ex- 
pended upon the preparation of those which cost large 
sums to produce, and the sale of which, unless so assisted, 
would not have proved remunerative. To their first plan 
of issuing only instructive works, was, after some time, 
added the publication of biographies and other books of 
an entertaining character. Under the direction of Mr. 
Charles Knight, their weekly Fenny Magazine was 
started, which attained the extraordinary circulation of 
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200,000. The publications of the Society extended oyer 
seventeen years, and every part of the original intentions 
of the founders was carried out — save one, and an im- 
portant one. Works on ethics and politics— or rather, on 
political philosophy and political economy — ^were at first 
included in the field mapped out. But this part of the 
plan was never carried out ; it was said, on account of the 
difficulties of a controversial character inseparable from 
subjects involving the grand disputed questions of human 
opinion. Miss Martineau, in her "History of the Thirty 
Years' Peace," confesses herself indisposed to accept this 
somewhat obvious explanation of the departure fix>m the 
original idea in this department; and she states that 
especially after the Whig founders of the Society came 
into power, their abstaining from the publication of 
ethical and political treatises was attributed by a large 
class to their disinclination — ^now that they had reached 
power — to popularise those kinds of instruction which 
would have the efiect of making the masses keen and 
judicious censors of the conduct of public men. The 
more natural explanation seems to us much more feasible 
than this strained and far-fetched hypothesis — for which, 
indeed, there is no corroboration in the general characters 
of such men as Brougham and Kussell. 

The list of the great educational labours in which 
Brougham was concerned is rendered complete when we 
have added the foundation of University College, London, 
which was established in 1827. This institution, which 
was formed to give unsectarian academical instruction, 
and to confer degrees on those who were excluded from 
the Universities connected with the National Church, 
was afterwards expanded into the University of London \ 
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University College standing to it in the ordinary relation 
of a college to a university, and having affiliated with it 
a variety of similar institutions, especially the colleges of 
the Dissenters for the literary and theological education of 
their future ministers, who were, previously to the foun- 
dation of this tolerant University, excluded from all oppor- 
tunity of being tested by the University ordeal, and dis- 
tinguished by its credentials of scholarship. 

In these congenial and concurrent effoits in the cause 
of education— elementary and advanced— Brougham and 
his helpers had to encounter an amount of opposition 
that we in these days, eujoying the benefits that these 
men secured for us, find a great difficulty in appreciating. 
Especially was it among statesmen and public men that 
opposition was offered, or, at leasts indifference was shown. 
The Tories jeered, and the Whigs, with a few notable 
exceptions, gave no help. Nor were the clergy less apsi- 
thetic. Indeed, we have not discovered the name of a 
single clergyman associated with Brougham and his fellow- 
labourers in any one of the three enterprises which we 
have just recorded. All the more honour is due to the small 
but earnest and resolute band of men who, in the intervals 
of engrossing labours of a nature at once more profitable 
and more seductive, worked with faith, and despite re- 
proach, to lay the foundations of that fabric of national 
knowledge which has now advanced so high, and which 
owes the strong vitality which effects its steady augmen- 
tation to the initiatory and derided efforts of such as 
Brougham, at a time when the majority of English gen- 
tlemen at once feared the education of the people, and 
laughed at the enthusiasts who believed it possible. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE ANTI-SLAVERY CAUSE. 
A.D. 1823—1830. 

Bnzton^s Motion for Gradual Abolition— Kegro Bevolts and Outrages 
by the Whites — Excitement in England — Brougham's Speech on 
the case of the Missionary Smith — ^The Doom of Slavery Fixed — 
Progress of the Movement — ^Elected Member for Enaresborough— 
Great Speech by Brougham at the dose of the last Parliament of 
George IV. 

The successful agents in the abolition of the Slave Trade 
had declared that they had no intention of agitating 
against slavery, as it existed in our colonial possessions. 
But it was not long until their hearts were stirred to 
seek the destruction of the lesser but infamous remain- 
ing iniquity. Granville Sharp and Romilly were dead, 
but Clarkson and Wilberforce remained. The latter was 
now an old man, and entrusted to Mr. Fowell Buxton 
the duty of finishing the struggle, as the Parliamentary 
leader of the Abolitionists. Than Brougham, Buxton 
had no more zealous coadjutor. 

In 1823 Mr. Buxton moved ^'that the state of 
slavery is repugnant to the principles of the British 
Constitution and of the Christian religion, and that it 
ought to be abolished gradually throughout the British 
colonies, with as much expedition as may be found con- 
sistent with a due r^ard to the well-being of the parties 
concerned.*' The very extreme moderation oC ^l^s^ 
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proposal was seized upon, by Canning, who replied to 
Buxton, as its weak point. With quick sagacity he 
pounced upon the ^ gradualism'' of the course proposed, 
as a thing perfectly impossible. " You must either 
abolish at once," said he^ ^ or, if not prepared to go that 
length, wait until the circumstances of the case will 
permit instant emancipation." The strength of the 
Abolitionist party, and the tenor of Canning's own argu- 
ment^ equally rendered it impossible that he should meet 
Buxton's motion with a direct negative. He proposed 
resolutions, declaring the advisability of immediately 
ameliorating the condition of the slaves, so as to fit 
them for freedom at the earliest period when it could be 
safely bestowed. Even this was a mighty concession, and 
proved that the good cause was progressing towards 
victory. When the tidings that the Government had 
officially so expressed themselves reached the West 
Indies, a tremendous outcry arose. The planters and 
their Houses of Assembly declared that the English 
Ministry had become unmitigated Abolitionists. Nor 
was this alarm allayed when the next mail brought to 
tlio governors of all the islands a circular from Downing 
Street^ prohibiting the flogging of women, and the use 
of Ihe lash in the field, Jamaica waxed furious, and 
seriously talked of declaring her independence; but 
cooled down, and the planters resolved to carry out the 
injunctions of the circular in their own way. Still, in all 
the West Indian isles a feeling of exaspemtion grew and 
prevailed ; and it soon found vent in outrages that did 
more than all other causes put together to increase 
the numbers and the zeal of those who, in England, 
were bent upon abolition. 
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A missionary to the negroes in Barbadoes, named 
Shrewsbury, wrote home that the lowest class of whites 
in the island were ignorant and depraved. His com- 
munication was printed in the annual report of the 
Society of which he was an agent. The meaner mob ot 
colonists resolved to punish him for his truthful witness- 
bearing. They assailed him in his pulpit, and next day 
levelled his chapel to the ground. Mr. Shrewsbury was 
compelled to fly the island for his lifa In rejoinder to a 
proclamation issued by the Governor against the rioters, 
they produced a placard threatening whoever gave infor- 
mation against them, and declared that they' would expel 
from the island any missionaries who came to preach the 
Gospel to the negroes. 

In Barbadoes, a preacher of Christianity, by the 
influence he exercised over his negro converts, saved the 
white population fi.'om massacre. The Governor and 
other officials in that island had insolently omitted to 
give any publicity to the circular from England, although 
the courts of justice prepared to act in conformity with its 
injunctions. The planters talked incautiously and angrily, 
in the hearing of their house-slaves, about the interference 
of the home Crovemment. The house-slaves communicated 
to the field hands what they had heard ; the latter believed, 
from the attempts made to withhold the news, that 
emancipation, or some lesser boon, had been- ordained, 
and that the planters were illegally denying them their 
freedom. They were frirther irritated by an 'ordinance 
which prohibited their attendance at their places of 
worship, unless they received a pass from their masters. 
They rose in rebellion — ^but rebelled after a most 
peaceful fashion. Not a drop of blood "w^^ ^^* K^ 
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they did was to release some of their brethren who had 
been imprisoned on suspicion by the panic-stricken 
officials, refuse to work, imprison some whites^ and put 
others in the stocks. They were overpowered on the 
day after their outbreak, martial law was proclaimed, 
and its terrors lasted for five months. Two hundred of 
the negroes were killed and wounded, many of them 
were lashed with a thousand stripesf, and forty-seven were 
hanged. Not even by this savage retribution was the 
fury of the colonists slaked. A missionary, named 
Smith, was put upon his trial before a court-martial. 
The Anglican clergyman of the island testified that 
''nothing but those religious impressions which, und^ 
Providence, Mr. Smith has been instrumental in fixing — 
nothing but those principles of the Gospel of Peace 
which he has been proclaiming — could have prevented a 
dreadful effusion of blood here, and saved the lives of 
those very persons who are now (I shudder to write it) 
seeking his." 

Smith was charged with having stirred up the revolt 
of the negroes and concealed their intentions, and ot 
having refused to serve in the militia, although his plea 
of ill-health had been in proper form accepted. He was 
confined for two months in a loathsome and insalubrious 
dungeon, ere he was brought up for trial On the 
evidence of three negroes, suborned and terrified wit- 
nesses, who afterwards recanted all that they had testified^ 
he was found guilty and sentenced to death. This sen- 
tence could not be carried out without the sanction of 
the English Government. Immediately upon the receipt 
of the sentence the Ministers sent out an order rescinding 
it, but decreed Mr. Smith's banishment from the island 
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Ere their order andyed, Smith had fallen a victim to the 
rage of his persecutors — ^he had died in prison. Their 
furj pursned hyn even to the grave. His burial was 
ordered to take place at night and in secret, that his 
attached negro congregation might not attend his remains* 
His wife and a fbmale friend were driven away when they 
sought to follow the body to the grave ; and it was only 
by stealth that they were able to be witnesses of his 
interment. A rude tomb whidi some of the poor negroes 
erected was torn up. The London Missionary and the 
Anti-Slavery Societies published these &cts, and all 
England boiled with righteous wratL Brougham was 
selected to bring ihe transaction before the House of 
Commons. 'On the 1st of June, 1824, he moved an 
address to the Crown, on account of ''the violation of 
law and justice." After entering at great length into 
the legal bearings of the case, denying the authority of 
the court, exposing the suborning of the witnesses^ and 
the illegality of the capital sentence — ^for the crime^ even 
if fsSilj established, amounted to no more than mis- 
prision of treason — ^he concluded with these forcible 
words of rebttke and warning : — 

The frame of West Indian sodety, that monstrous birth of the 
accursed Slave Trade, is so feeble in itself, and, at the same time, 
surrounded with such perils from without, that barely to support it 
demands the most temperate Judgment, the steadiest and the most 
skilful hand; and with all our discretion, and firmness, and dexterity, 
its continued existence seems little less than a miracle. The necessary 
hazards to which, by its very constitution, it is hourly exposed, are 
sufficient, one should think, to satiate the most greedy appetite for 
difficulties, to quench the most chivalrous passion for dangers. 
Enough, that a handful of slave-owners are scattered among myriads 
of slaves. Enough, that in their nearest neighbourhood a common- 
wealth of those slaves is now seated triumphant upon the v&Sa^<«&. 
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tyruiny of their slaaglitored masters. Enough, that eiposed to this 
frightful enemy from within and withont, the planters are oat off from 
all help by the ocean. Bat to odds so £Nurfiil these deladed mea most 
needs add new perils^ absolutely ererwhelming. By a bond which 
Natare has drawn with her own hand, and both hemispheres have 
witnessed, they find leagued against them every shade of the African 
iaoe« every description of those swarthy hord^, from the peacefol Ebo« 
to the fiery Koromantyn. And they mast now eombine in the sanKs 
hatred the Christians of the Old World with the pagans of the New. 
Barely able to restrain the natnral lore of freedom, they must mingle it 
with the enthusiasm of religion, vainly imagining that spiritual thraldom 
will make personal subjection more bearable ; wildly hoping t» bridle 
the strongest of the passions in union and excess — ^the desire of liberty 
irritated by despair, and the fervour of religious zeal by persecntlcm 
exasperated to frenzy. But I call apon Parliament to rescue the West 
Indies from the horrors of such a policy ; to deliver tiiose misguided 
men from their own hands. I call upon you to interpose, while it is 
yet time, to save the West Indies ; first of all the negroes, the inost 
numerous class of our fellow-sabjects, and entitled beyond every other 
to our care by a claim which honourable minds- will nuMt readily admit 
—their countless wrongs, borne with such forbearance — such meekness- 
— ^while the most dreadful retaliation was within their grasp; next, 
their masters, whose short-sighted violence is, indeed, hurtful to their 
slaves, but to themselves is fraught with fearful and speedy destruction^ 
if you do not at once make your voice heard, and your authority felt, 
where both have been so long despised. 

All the leading anti-slarery speakers succeeded 
Brougham — ^WiUiamSj Lushington, Macintosh, Denman, 
and Wilberforce — ^Wilberforce on. this occasion opening 
his lips for the last time in the Parliament House under 
whose roof he had first pled the cause of the slave forty 
years before. Canning moved the previous question, and 
gained a majority. But from this date the doom of 
slavery was fixed. The sluggish sympathies of thousands 
whose hearts had not been touched by the wrongs of the 
slave, were now enkindled for the widow of the Christian 
pastor, and were, by a natural process^ speedily extended 
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to the down-trodden helots for whose eternal welfare he 
had laboured and died. A definite issue, too^ had been 
raised by the tragedy—" between the system of the slave 
law, and the instruction of the negroes." After the death 
of Smith, and after the excitement attendant upon it was 
somewhat allayed, the " Court of Policy ** petitioned that 
all missionaries shoidd be expelled the island ; they ob« 
jected to white men addressing niggers as " beloved 
brethren." 

In 1825 Broughaiu took a leading part in frequent 
discussions on slavery, and in the following year he called 
attention to the non-compliance of the colonists with the 
resolutions of Parliament on the condition of the slaves. - 

The only further substantial gain which was made on 
behalf of the slaves ere the dissolution of the last Par- 
liament of George lY., was the appointment of legal 
functionaries called protectors, in the several islands. In. 
1827, spite of all opposition, in the case of a negro 
woman of Berbice, the right of slaves to purchase their 
freedom at an appraised price was established. Towards 
the close of the session of 1830, Brougham showed that 
the negroes were still exposed to cruelties that had been 
made illegaL The Abolitionists were now so certain of 
early victory as to justify Brougham in the tone he 
adopted in these sentences :^- 

I trust that at length the time is come, when Parliament will no 
longer bear to be told that slave-owners are the best lawgivers om 
slavery ; no longer suffer our voice to roll across the Atlantic in empty 
warnings and fruitless orders. Tell me not of rights, talk not of the 
property of the planter in his slaves. I deny the right. I acknow' 
ledge not the property. The principles^ the feelings of our common 
nature rise in rebellion against it. Be the appeal made to the under- 
standing or to the heart, the sentence is .the same that te\QiQ.l^i^. \sk 
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Tiin yon tell me of laws that sanctioii such a daim. Thoci is a Uw 
above all the enactments of human codes — the same throughout the 
world, the same in all times — such as it was before the daring genius 
of Columbus pierced the night of ages, and opened to one world the 
souroes of power, wealth, and knowledge ; to another, all unutterable 
woes ; — such it is at this day : it is the law written by the finger of 
God on the heart of man ; and by that law, unchangeable and etenia^ 
while men despise fraud, and loathe rapine, and abhor blood, they 
shall reject with indignation the wild and guilty fantasy that man 
can hold property in man. In rain you appeal to treaties, to covenants 
between nations. The covenants of the Almighty, whether the Old 
Oovenant or the New, denounce such unholy pretensions. To those 
laws did they of old refer, who maintained the African trade. Such 
treaties did they cite, and not untruly ; for by one shameful compact 
you bartered the glories of Blenheim for the traffic in blood. Te^ in 
despite of law and of treaty, that infernal traffic ia now destroyed, 
and its votaries put to death like other pirates. How came this change 
to pass ? Not, assuredly, by Parliament leading the way ; but the 
country at length awoke ; the indignation of the people was kindled ; 
it descended in thunder and smote the traffic, and scattered its guilty 
profits to the winds. Now, then, let the planters beware — let thefr 
Assemblies beware — ^let the Government at home beware— let the 
Parliament beware ! The same country is once more awake — awake 
to the condition of negro slavery ; the same indignation kindles in the 
bosom of the same people ; the same cloud is gathering that aUUihi- 
lated the Slave Trade ; and if it shall descend again, they on whom its 
crash may fall, will not be destroyed before I have warned them ; but 
I pray that their destruction may turn away from us the more terrible 
judgments of God. 

Brougham carried a resolution pledging tlie next 
Parliament to consider the question of abolition in its 
first session; and his speech had the further effect of 
creating such an enthusisLsm in Yorkshire that an in- 
fluential body of the freeholders of that premier county 
invited him to come forward free of expense as a candi- 
date to represent them in Parliament. 

When Brougham made the speech, the closing sen- 
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tences of which we have cited, he was Member for 
Knaresborough. His patron, the Marquis of Clevelandy 
supported the Duke of Wellington in his &n^ous declara- 
tion against Keform, which gave such an impetus to the 
p<^ular cause. When this divergence of opinion arose 
between the Member for Winchelsea and the owner of 
Winchelsea, Brougham immediately resigned his seat^ 
but was at once^ by another arrangement, returned for 
Knaresborough. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THB BSFOBX OF THB LAW. 

4.1x1820—1830. 

Amelioration of Criminal Law — The Court of Chancery — Felons a»d 
their Coimsel — Great Speech on Law Reform — Its Proposal? — Its 
Immediate and subsequent Results — Canning's Jocular Criticism 
of Brougham* 

>l Bbouoham was the greatest law reformer of his time. / 
The regret which many of his more ardent admirers feel 
to this day, that he ever permitted himself to be with- 
drawn from the congenial arena of the House of Com- 
mons, and accepted a peerage and the highest jadicial 
office^ must be tempered by the very important considera- 
tions that, as Chancellor, he purged his court of its long 
arrears of suits, and that, as chairman of the Upper 
House, he turned his influence to account by introducing 
in rapid succession many most beneficial changes in the 
administration of the laws. Brougham carried more than 
fifty separate statutes, more than three-fourths of which 

J are of a legal character. He introduced, besides, upwards 
of fifty other BiUs. Large portions of many of these 
have formed the basis of subsequent legislation, and are 
incorporated, in whole or in part, in other Acts. Others 
of them still remain unenacted, but will, doubtless, from 
time to time, affect legislation yet to come. 

In the first years of the reign of George IV., the 
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Beformers limited their endeavours for the amendment 
of the law to its criminal department. In the days 
when Eldon and EUenborough presided in our supreme 
courts, our law and equity were such huge^ and compli- 
cated, and anomalous congeries of wisdom and injustice, 
that no one had courage to undertake the daring task of 
improving the &brics by removing their worse parts* 
Criminal law was simpler and more definite^ its abuser 
were more easily understood and more directly visible* 
Considerable ameliorations were effected in our penal 
code ere the accession of Eling William. Brougham lent a 
helping hand to the efforts in this direction of Macintosh 
and others, but did not attempt to take the lead. He 
reserved himself for the harder task of commencing the 
attack on Chanceiy and the laws affecting property and 
commercial dealings. 

So early as 1820, Macintosh succeeded in having 
shoplifting to the value of five shillings, poaching by 
night if the &ce was not blackened, mutilation of cattle, 
threatening with death, and personal assaults, removed 
from the category of capital offences. In the same year, 
the penalty of hanging was removed from those found 
guilty of these most extraordinary offences, which up 
till 1820 were capital : a gipsy for remaining one year 
in the country, a known thief found in the northern 
counties, any one who injured or de£9tced Westminster- 
Bridge, and any person in disguise who was found in 
the Mint. 

In 1823, Macintosh effected other important changes. 
The assize intelligence showed a fiightful increase in the 
number of executions, and this was in spite of the facts 
that many juries refused to convict criminals proved ^^L^l 
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I»y the most incontestable evidence, and that judges began 
to ''record," not decree, the sentence of death. Macintosh 
^^rried a resolution pledging the House to revise the 
whole criminal code. The Home Secretary, Mr. Peel, 
43hortl7 afterwards introduced four bills further diminish- 
ing the number of capital offences. The same gentleman 
took, in 1830, another important step in the amelioration 
of the criminal code. He passed a bill abolishing the 
punishment of death for forgery, except where official 
8eal% wills, and signatures connected with funds, banks, 
or promissory notes, were feloniously imitated. Mac- 
intosh endeavoured, and successfully in the Commons, to 
oxempt from death all forgers save those who fiibricated 
&l8e wills ; but the Peers threw out his amendment. 

Brougham acted with his friend in all these move- 
ments. In other departments, he almost exclusively 
Appropriated the labour to himself Mr. (afterwards 
Judge) Williams was the first to inaugurate the good 
work. Eor some time, murmurs, which were sometimes 
articulated in Parliament, had been rife about estates kept 
for half a centiuy in Chancery, and even wealthy litigants 
beggared by successful suits. To all complaints^ the 
invariable answer was — Eldon could do no wrong. But 
in 1823, Mr. Williams moved for a committee of inquiry. 
It was denied. He renewed his effort in 1824. In this 
and the two following years. Brougham entered with 
vigour into the contest. From time to time he drew 
attention to the administration of justice in the Court of 
Chancery, and the cumbrous obstructions which impeded 
the action of the laws affecting real property. Without 
dwelling on details, it is sufficient to state that his effoi*ts 
were quite ineffectual until he himself was seated on the 
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woolsack ; then he exhibited to the world the extra- 
ordinary spectacle of a Lord Chancellor reforming his 
own court, root and branch, and seriously diminishing 
the emoluments as well as the patronage of his office. 

Against the motion of Mr. Williams for a committee 
to be appointed by Parliament^ Peel proposed a €k>yemr 
ment Commission. The amendment was accepted, and 
agreed to. During 1825, no report was made; and, at 
the instigation of Brougham, a provisional return was 
ordered, of " cases heard during the last eighteen years, 
wherein decision had not been given." The retrospective 
term of eighteen years was fixed, for it exactly included 
the period during which Eldon, for a second time, held 
the great seaL Eldon waxed very wroth, frowned in his 
place in the House, and declared to his colleagues that he 
would throw up his office. They took no other heed of 
his -threat than to request him to hasten the preparation 
of the report of the commission. Frequent discussions 
occurred in the interval that still elapsed ere the report 
was made. In one of them Mr. Hume expressed his 
opinion that the Chancellor and Chancery constituted 
the greatest curse that could afflict a ^^ountry. Disorder 
ensued, and when it subsided, Mr. Orenfell said-* 

If Ms honourable friend had stated that the Lord Chancellor was 
a curse to the country, he had done that which was not altogether 
becoming in him, or any other member to do. But if his honourable 
friend had said that the Court of Chancery was a curse to the country, 
he had stated that which no man conversant with the subject could 
deny; it was only stating the cnxient ppinion of ninety-nine men out 
of every hundred. 

At last the eagerly expected report appeared. It 
embraced one hundred and eighty-seven propositions for 
reform in the constitatioii and administration of the 
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court A Goyemment bill founded upon its recommenda- 
tions was forthwith brought in, but a dissolution suddenly 
occurred, and the whole matter was left to be dealt with 
by Brougham in more favourable times. 

Tip till this time, felons were not permitted the ser- 
vices of counsel, except to examine and cross-examine 
witnesses, and to argue points of law ; but they were not 
allowed to address juries for their clients. Even Black- 
stone, whose constant tone is one of almost unqualified 
panegyric on the laws and constitution of England as 
thej existed in his day, thus expresses himself on this 
point : '^ It seems to me not at all of a piece with the 
humane treatment of prisoners by the English law ; for 
upon what £0^0 of reason can that assistance be denied to 
save the life of a man which is yet allowed him in prose- 
cutions for every petty trespass ?" Mr. George Lamb, the 
brother of Lord Melbourne, introduced in 1824 and in 
1826 measures to remedy this peculiarly gross and unique 
injustice. On both occasions he had the support of 
Brougham, but both times he was unsuoce'^sfuL In 
succeeding years, Brougham took up the question himself. 
He had a " Prisoner's Counsel Bill " introduced into the 
Lower House, in the sessions of 1834 and 1835. On 
both occasions Lord Lyndhurst opposed it in the House 
of Lords, and prevailed upon the Peers to reject the 
measure. In 1836, his lordship confessed himself a 
convert to the doctrine, to the reduction of which to 
practice he had been the only obstacle, and the bill, 
endorsed with the name of Brougham, became a part of 
the law of England. 

It was in 1828 that the career of Brougham as a 
zealous law reformer fairly commenced ; and it was in- 
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angorated by a speech which not only occupies the very 
first rank among his oratorical efforts, but possesses the 
extraordinary character and merit of being an almost 
exhaustive summary of all that has been done towards 
the amendment of the law from then till the present 
time, besides containing many proposals, such as that of 
the establishment of the office of public prosecutor, which 
have not yet been effected. The speech, which lasted six^ 
hours and a-half, was listened to with marked attention ; 
and well it might^for, not to speak of the oratical excellences 
of many of its periods, it displayed the results of the nicest 
knowledge and the fullest consideration of the majority 
of the departments of national law. Among the more 
important suggestions offered, we may mention these. 
He urged that judges should be appointed^ not on \ 
political considerations, but simply in virtue of their I 
legal knowledge ajid judicial aptitude. Not until the i 
accession of the speaker himself to the highest judicial 
office, was this recommendation reduced to practice ; in 
the first instance by Lord Lyndhurst's appointm^it by 
the Beform Ministry, to the office of Lord Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer. Lord Cranworth, when he became 
Chancellor, most rigorously adopted this XK)urse, and 
appointed three or four Tory lawyers — ^Bramwell, Willes, 
and others — ^to judicial offices. The Tories followed this 
•example, if in no other instance^ at least in the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Erie to the bench. 

Another important suggestion of Mr. Brougham was, 
that in all actions on bills of exchange, bondet, and other 
•commercial securities, the burden of proof should be 
tlirown on the defendant, so as to save needless and 
vexatious expense and annoyance in cetOea where there 
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f;be most unlearned could draw up their wills, with the 
assured knowledge that there could be no post-mortuary 
dispute or litigation as to their intentions in the disposal 
of their effects. 

One of the suggestions of the speech was for the e'stab- 
lishment of local tribunals for the trial of cases which 
involved a small amount of money — ^in other words, for | 
the establishment of what we now know as County | 
Courts. Towards the close of the' Session of 1830, 
Brougham brought forward a bill with this intent. He 
dwelt on the ruinous expenses of suits, contrasting 
favourably the case of Scotland. He earnestly pleaded 
for the poor man, and for the establishment of tribunals 
where he might recover small sums of money owing to 
him. He would be content^ he said^ with an experi- 
mental measure, proposing to establish local courts in the 
counties of Kent^ Durham, and Northumberland ; but he 
was unsuccessM. It was reserved for Lord Brougham 
to obtain for the middle classes of the community the 
great and inestimable boon which Mr. Brougham £sdlfid 
to gain in the unreformed Parliament. 

After the body of the speech, which was entirely 
concerned with these and similar details. Brougham illus- 
trated his arguments with this fine and appropriate 
metaphor : — 

The great stream of time is perpetually flowing on, all things 
azound us are in ceaseless motion ; and we Vainly imagine to preserve 
oar relative position among them by flying oat of the current, and 
standing stock-still on the maiglh. The stately vessel we belong to 
glides down ; our barque is attached to it ; we might ** pufsue the 
triumph and partake the gale ; " but, worse than the fool who stares, 
expecting the current to flow down and run out, we exclaim, " Stop 
tlie boat ! " and would tear it away to strand it, for thi^ %a2&.^ ^V 
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preserving its connection ivith the vesseL All the changes thai are 
hourly and gently going on^ in spite of us, and all those which m 
ought to make, that violent severances of settled relations may not be 
effected, far from exciting murmurs of discontent, ought to be gladlj 
hailed as dispensations of a bountiful Ptovidence, instead of filling lis 
with a thoughtless and preposterous alarm. 

The following sentences concluded this great and 
historically important speech r-^- 

In pursuing the course which I now invite you to enter upon, I 
avow that I look for the co-operation of the Eing^s Government ; and 
on what are my hopes founded ? Men gather not grapes from thorns, 
nor figs from thistles ; but that the vine should no longer yield its 
wonted fruit, that the fig-tree should refuse its natural increase, ' 
required a miracle to strike it with barrenness. . . . The course 
is clear before us ;. the race is glorious to run. You have the power of 
sending your name down through all times illustrated by deeds, of * 
higher fame and more useful import than were ever done within these 
walls. You saw the greatest warrior of the age — conqueror of Italy, 
humbler of Germany, and terror of the North — saw him account all | 
his matchless victories poor compared with the triumph you are now ) 
in a condition to win — saw him contemn the fickleness, of fortune 1 
while, in despite of her, he could pronounce his memorable boast, '^ I ^ 
shall go down to posterity with the code in my hand." You have 
vanquished him in the field ; strive now to rival him in the sacred arts 
of peace. Outstrip him as a lawgiver whom in arms you overcame. 
The lustre of the Begency will be eclipsed by the more solid and 
enduring splendour of the reigi>. The praises which false courtiei's 
feigned for our Edwards and Harries — ^the Justinians of their day — 
will be the just tribute of the wise and the good to that monarch under 
whose sway so mighty an undertaking will be accomplished. Of a 
truth, sceptres are most chiefly to b» envied for that they bestow the 
power of thus conquering and thus ruling. It was the boast of 
Augustus — ^it formed part of the glare in which the perfidies of his 
earlier years were lost— that he found Bome of brick and left it of 
marble ; a praise not unworthy of. a great prince, and to which the 
present reign has its claims also. 

But how much nobler will be our sovereign's boast, when he shall 
have to say that he found law dear and left it cheap — found it ft sealed' 
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book, left it a living letter — ^fonnd it the patrimony of the rich, left it 
the inheritance of the poor — found it the two-edged sword of craft and 
oppression^ left it the staff of honesty and the shield of innocence. 

Brougham concluded by moving for tlie appointment 
of a commission '^ to inqtiire into the defects occasioned 
by time and other causes in the laws of this realm, and 
into the measures necessary for removing the same." 
The Government supported the motion, and had it made 
more definite by appointing two commissions to investi- 
gate respectively the conmion law and the law of real 
property. Among the first results of their deliberations, 
were the abolition of the separate judicature of Wales, and 
the xinion, for judicial purposes, of the Principality with 
England; the abolition of the needless Scottish Com- 
missary and Admiralty Courts ; and the increase of the 
number of .the English judges £*om twelve to fifteen. An 
indirect effect of the reforming spirit which Brougham's 
enthusiasm had inspired waa the degradation from his 
office of an Irish judge who had been proved guilty of 
malversation. 

One especial merit of the position which Brougham 
had taken up, it would be a serious error not to specify. 
This so strongly-expressed desire to cheapen and simplify 
law, and to decrease the number of suits, was a direct 
blow against the iateresta of the attomies, a class to 
whom advocates, even of the first eminence, stand in a 
certain relation of dependence. An old lawyer only 
expressed the common exasperation of his profession^ 
which it needed considerable temerity to dare, when h^ 
said, '^ There was never such a nidsance as this man." 

Parliament itself £elt considerably annoyed and pes- 
tered by the way in^ which Broagh&to. xd'dA!^ ^qosmiss^ 
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canse with the several bands of Keformers in every con- 
ceivable field where Keform was demanded — foreign 
policy, education, slavery, law reform, criminal law 
amelioration, the emancipation of the Catholics and Difl« 
senters, Eeform of the representation, and fiscal eco- 
nomy. Canning, about this time, thus humorously ^ 
gave expression to the perturbed and fidgety condition 
of a large number of his fellow-legislators :— 

The honourable and learned gentleman, having, in the course 
of his Parliamentary life, supported or proposed almost every species of j 
innovation which could be practised on the Constitution, it was not k' 
easy for Ministers to do anything without seeming to borrow i^m him. A 
Break away in what direction they would, whether to the right or to j 
the left, it was all alike. " Oh ! " said the honourable gentleman, "I ] 
was there before you ; you would not have thought of that if I had 
not given you a hint" In the reign of Queen Anne there was a sage \ 
and grave critic of the name of Dennis, who, in his old age, got it 
into his head that he had written all the good plays which were acted i 
at that time. At last a tragedy came forth with a most imposing I 
display of hail and thunder. At the first peal Dennis exclaimed, ^. 
** That is my thunder ! " So with the honourable and learned gentle- ' 
man, there was no noise astir for the good of mankind, in any part of'^ 
the world, but he instantly claimed it for his thunder. i 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

PABLIAHENTARY REFORli AKD CATHOLIC XHANCIPATIOir. 

A.D. 1820—1830. 

Lord John Ru8sell*s Endeavoars for the Disfranchisement of Botten 
Boroughs — "The Constitational Association" — Strennons Ke- 
vival of the Movement for Catholic Emancipation — Scene between 
Brougham and Canning — Catholic Emancipation ; Progress of the 
Cause — Bepeal of the Test and Corporation Acts — Catholic 
Emancipation carried — Progress of the Beform Question. 

Brougham was commander of the assailing forces in iJn 
agitations for law reform and education, and against 
slavery. On those political questions which possessed a 
large amount of Parliamentary prominence, and in which 
the two great parties were ranged on opposite sides, he 
fell into the ranks^ although still occupying a leading 
place. On Catholic Emancipation he fought under the 
leadership of Plunket and Canning— even Burdett ; he 
seconded the efforts of Lord John Eussell for the dis- 
franchisement of corrupt boroughs, and the transfer of 
their members to the large towns of the North ; and he 
^warmly supported the efforts of Vansittart, Huskisson, 
and Robinson for financial retrenchment, the destruction, 
of the artificial trammels which, on the pretence of pro- 
tecting, fettered trade, and the cheapening of the people's 
food. 

In 1820 Lord John Bussell made his first attempt in 
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the direction of Parliamentary Beform, in which he 
received the support of Brougham. His bill to dis- 
franchiise four of the rottenest of boroughs (one being 
Camelford, Brougham's first seat), was thrown out by the 
Lords. Next year, although* his series of resolutions on 
the state of the representation was rejected by a large 
majority, he was successful in carrying through both 
Houses his bill for the disfranchisement of Grampound. 
In the same year, Brougham brought a somewhat impor- 
tant matter before Parliament. An organisation, en- 
titling itself the Constitutional Association, had been 
established. Its object was the maintenance of existing 
corruptions, and the prevention of further concessions 
to popular requirements. It was chiefly composed of 
bishops, noblemen, members of Pai'liament, and clergy- 
men — all of the true blue Sidmouth and Eldon type. Its 
principal occupation was the prosecution of printers and 
writers who, in the opinion of the rabid Tories who 
composed the society, had gone to " licentious " extremes 
in what they published and promulgated. Failing to 
coerce or frighten such combatants in the cause of free 
speech as Hone and Carlile, it nevertheless procured 
convictions against many of the more timid class of ven- 
dors, and frightened many more into submission. All 
this was most unconstitutional in spirit, if not legally ; 
especially as so many members of* the prosecuting 
body were themselves members of the highest judicial 
tribunal in the land. Brougham called the attention of 
the Government to the facts, and would have gone on to 
take the opinion of Parliament as to the legality of the 
proceedings, had not the association itself quietly dis- 
solved. 
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In this year (1821) Plunket, on whom, after the death 
of Grattan the year before, the leadership of the Catholic 
' Emancipation had devolved, obtained, by a narrow ma- 
; jority, the first victory gained on the question ih the 
House of Commons. Although the third reading of his 
^.biU was only carried by a majority of thirteen, almost 
every man of recognised intellect voted with him. The 
Lords threw it out^ encouraged in their obstructiveness by 
the Duke of York's declaration that he and his royal 
brother were of the same opinion as their bigoted 
. father had been. This did not afiright the advocates of 
^ emancipation, although they had always been put off by 
the Tories previously to the death of George IV., on the 
plausible plea that they had only to wait the King's 
death, which could not be long delayed, for the enact- 
ment of their desire. 

In 1823 Mr. Canning was Foreign Secretaiy. 

Although he had emphatically declared that he had not 

" accepted office until a distinct understanding was come to 

!^ that he was to be free as ever to advocate the Catholic 

claims — ^in other words, that the question was to be "open'* 

in the cabinet — ^he was, nevertheless, virulently attacked 

for taking office in an administration, the majority of the 

members of which were on the intolerant side. Burdett 

> and Tierney in succession accused him in strong language 

^ of faithlessness to his previous declarations. . Brougham 

rose, and pressed the charge in a speech of tremendous 

iDvective, winding up by saying that Mr. Canning " had 

been guilty of the most monstrous truckling for office 

that the whole history of political tergiversation could 

present." This was a most unhandsome and ungenerous 

accusation, which, however, was amply atoned for by the 
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hearty support which, as we have already seen, he gare to 
Canning's general policy. When Brougham sat down, 
with these words still ringing through the House, Canning 
started up^ and emphatically said, ** It is false.'' Dead 
silence ensued, for all beliered that only one result could 
spring from the lie being given so unequivocally. The 
Speaker rose^ and called, first upon Canning, and then 
upon Brougham, to retract what they had said. They 
both refused. Certain explanations, however, were given 
by Brougham, and he was at last induced to withdraw 
the charge. Canning expressed himself satisfied, and the 
affiadr passed over. 

Shortly after this occurrence Mr. Canning uttered a 
manly and affecting speech, which for ever set at rest any 
lurking suspicions of his infidelity to the cause of the 
Catholics. He said — 

I have shown that, in the year 1812, 1 refused office rather than 
enter into an administration pledged against the Catholic question. I 
did this at a time when office would have been dearer to me than at 
any other period of my political life — when I would have given ten 
years of life for two years of office, not for any sordid or selfish purpose 
of aggrandisement, but for other and higher views. But is this the 
only sacrifice I have made to the Catholic cause ? From the earliest 
dawn of my public life — ay, from the first visions of political ambition, 
that ambition has been directed to one object above all others. Before 
that object all others vanished into comparative insignificance. It was 
desirable to me, beyond all the blandishments of power, beyond all 
the rewards and favours of the Crown. That object was, to represent 
in this House the university in which I was educated. I had a fair 
chance of accomplishing this object when the Catholic question crossed 
my way. I was warned, fairly and kindly warned, that my adoption 
of that cause would blast my prospects. . I adhered to the Catholic 
cause, and forfeited all my long-cherished hopes and expectations. And 
yet I am told that I have made no sacrifice ! that I have postponed 
the cause of the Catholics to views and interests of my own ! Th* 
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representation of the university has faUen*" into worthier hands. I 
rejoice with my honourable friend (filr. Peel) near me, in the higb 
honour which he has obtained ; long may he enjoy the distinction ; 
and long may it prove a source of reciprocal pride to our parent 
university and to himself. Never till this hour have I stated, either 
in public or private, the extent of this irretrievable sacrifice ; but I 
have felt it not the less deeply. It is past, and I shall speak of it do> 
more. 

In 1824 the agitation was vigorously continued. The 
Duke of Norfolk, by a special bill, was exempted from 
the oath of supremacy, and permitted to execute the 
duties of his hereditary office of Earl Marshal. In the 
same year O'Connell brought his powerful organisation 
into existence, and by its instrumentality levied a syste* 
matic tax through all Ireland. The King's speech in 
1825 contained strong expressions against associationsr 
which had ''adopted proceedings irreconcileable with the 
spirit of the constitution." O'Connell, just victorious over 
the Government at his trial for sedition, came over at the 
head of a deputation, and, through Mr. Brougham, de« 
manded to be heard at the bar of the House. The House 
refused to recogniise the association and its spokesman, 
and a bill to put down " illegal " associations was carried 
by large majorities. O'Connell, true to his principle of 
never over-stepping the law, at once dissolved his organi- 
sation ; but continued to wield the same or augmented 
power through the priesthood, who made their altars the 
tribunes of his agitation. 

In 1825 the emancipationists carried another bill 
through the Commons, only to be again beaten in the 
House of Lords. The Duke of York again spoke em- 
phatically on the bigoted side, and rejoiced the hearts of 
universal Torydom. 
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In 1S26 Parliament was dissolyed^ and the elections 
turned yery much on the views of candidates on the 
Catholic question. Catholic emancipation never was, 
through all the struggle^ a popular cry ; indeed, on this 
question the Parliament was much a-head of the peoples 
The clergy and the country gentlemen put forth all theif 
powers, and the new Parliament proved more illiberal 
than the last. The first division on the question turned 
against the emancipationists. Meanwhile^ Lord Liverpool 
was struck with apoplexy, and Canning became Prime 
Minister. The bigots left the Ministry in a body, and 
Canning filled up their places with such men as Lords 
Lyndhurst, Bexley (Mr. Vansittart), Dudley, and Angle- 
sea. The newly-constituted Ministry was treated with 
great forbearance by the Opposition — ^the important 
exception of the great Whig fiimilies being allowed. 
Brougham, with Tiemey, Burdett, and Sir Robert Wilson, 
took his seat behind the Ministerial bench. Ere the 
summer was past, Canning was dead ; and before Parlia- 
ment re-assembled, the few weeks of the Premiership of 
Lord Goderich had passed, and the Duke of Wellington 
was at the head of a Ministry, most of whom were unfa- 
vourable to the Catholic claims. Early in the Session the 
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts — the last stigmas 
and restraints upon Protestant Nonconformists — was 
carried. Lord John Russell had the honour of abolishina 
this remnant of the persecuting policy of the restored 
Stuarts. Brougham took part in the debates which 
occurred in the successive stages of the bill. This point 
settled, Burdett re-introduced the Catholic question. 
The Commons, by a majority of six, reversed their decision 
of the preceding year, and held a "conference" with the 
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members of the Upper House. Just before the close of 
the session, the Yimous Clare election occurred ; 0*Connell 
was elected a Member of Parliament. In the recess 
agitation was vigorously conducted on both sides, and. 
the Ministry began to show certain signs of yielding. 
The King's speech, at the opening of the session of 1829, 
proved that Ministers had at last made up th^ minds 
that they could no longer hold out. On the 5th of 
March, Feel introduced the last bill for Catholic eman- 
cipation. It was carried^ amidst great excitement, by 
large majorities ; the Whig veterans in the cause taking 
but little part — ^it was needless — in the di^ussions. 
lE^arly in April the bill had been passed by the Lords. 
The King sulkily gave his assent, grumbling (so Lord 
Eldon tells us) '^ at being deserted by an aristocracy that 
had supported his father" — " everything was revolutionary 
-everting was tending to Solution, and the peZ 
and the aristocracy were giving way to it." Before His 
Majesty penned the irrevocable signature, he had declared 
— " If I do give my consent, IH go to the baths abroad,, 
and from thence to Hanover; I'll return no more to 
England; let them get a Catholic king in Clarence or 
Sussex." And His Majesty was so affected that he shed 
tears, and when Eldon was going away, the bloated 
voluptuary flung his arms round the astonished quondam 
keeper of his royal conscience, and "expressed great 
misery." Strange it is that no historical painter or lodge* 
of Orangemen has yet selected this affecting scene as the 
subject of a picture. A few days after the King's " great 
misery," he appended the Royal sign-manual, and after- 
wards avenged himself by showing marked incivility to 
his Ministers in public. He went and drowned his grief 
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in the Elysian delights ftnd chaste companionships of his 
** Cottage " at Windsor. After emancipation was carriedy 
Brougham said, he ''regarded it as proclamation sent 
through His Majesty's dominions that religious discord 
should be no more." 

The bill had been carried on a kind of understanding 
that a complementary measure should be afterwards 
introduced to raise the standard of the franchise in Ire- 
land from forty shillings to ten pounds, the plea being 
that thtis the dangers of the new powers given to the 
Catholics would be to some extent neutralised by the 
exclusion of the poorer class of voters. The great majority 
of the Whigs did not oppose the bill when introduced ; 
O'Connell, to his great discredit, kept silent on the sub- 
ject. The only men of any weight who opposed the bill 
were Lord Palmerston, Huskisson, and Bi'ougham, who 
characterised it as <' the almost extravagant price of the 
inestimable good." The disfrtoichising measure passed 
both Houses by large majorities. 0*Connell now claimed 
to be sworn in as member for Clare. On the motion of 
Mr. Brougham, he was heard (but at the bar of the 
House) in support of his pretensions; but the House 
decided that he could not sit, having been elected ere the 
emancipation bill passed, except he took the oath of 
supremacy in its old form. He, of course, declined to 
do this, and had again to seek the suffrages of his con- 
stituents. This was the last of the Catholic question ; 
the period, according to Lord Eldon, when " the sun of 
England set for ever !" 

In the early part of the session of 1830, the cause of 
Parliamentary Reform, which had been steadily pro- 
gressing in the country since the period of the dis- 
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francHsement of Grampound on, the motion of Lord 
John Russell, was sensibly advanced. The Tory Marquis 
of Blandford had moved the year before two resolutions, 
based on his conviction that the " borough-market " had 
better be closed now that Catholics might be buyers. 
This year he proposed an amendment to the Address, 
which contained, he said, ^'a wholesome admonition to 
the Throne." His "admonition" dwelt on the distress 
that prevailed in the country and the danger that 
threatened our ancient institutions. All arose from 
borough-mongering, and the heavy taxation imposed by 
borough-mongers ; the only remedy was radical reform of 
the representation. Some of the radicals voted with this 
eccentric nobleman ; the Whigs preferred a more reliable 
leader. Some time previously, Lord John Russell had 
proposed the transfer of the seats held by East Hetford to 
Birmingham. A speech of Mr. Huskisson in support of 
the motion, is noteworthy as containing the first public 
reference to the existence of the Birmingham Political 
Union. Lord John was defeated, and was again un- 
successful when he brought in a larger measure, for 
giving members to Manchester, Birmingham, and Leeds. 
O'Connell was equally unsuccessful in his attempt to 
obtain leave for the introduction of a bill for universal 
suffirage, triennial Parliaments^ and the ballot But the 
great promoter of the cause of Beform in this year was 
the Duke of Newcastle^ who, when some one in the 
House of Lords hinted that such places as his nomina- 
tion borough of Newark ought to have some share in 
the choice of their representatives, exclaimed in indig- 
nant amazement^ '' May I not do what I will with mine 
own ? " This ^pregiously audacious utterance^ m.<^Tft^ ^los^ 
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which the State turns the continuance of these services 
to more efiectire account, the honour is to its recipient^ 
in the majority of cases, attended with very heavy 
penalties. In no case more than that of Brougham 
were such penalties sooner enforced or more painfully 
endured. It is but natural that the commonalty should 
entertain an immediate regret and jealoiusy when a man 
recognised by them as their very Tribune, is withdrawn 
£x)m their own order and its sympathies, and by an in- 
stantaneous act of the favour of a Court admitted into 
that body which is regarded as the compact antagonist 
of those claims for the possession of which the people 
and their Tribunes strive. Brougham had been liftedl 
up, step by step, to the very pinnacle of popularity. I 
Alr^y popular before 1820, public admiration had 
risen to the most unqualified enthusiasm while the Queen 
was on her trial ; and in the interval of years between 
the death of the consort and the death of her cruel 
F spouse. Brougham had become still more emphatically 
[ every year the most prominent and most popular man 
I in England. At the point in our narrative at which we 
have now arrived, his popularity culminated. On its 
height he stood but for a short time. A variety of 
causes co-operated to make him specially singled out as 
the chief object of the disappointment which the acts of 
the Whigs, subsequently to their passing of the Beform 
Bill, evoked. His down&U in popular esteem was ten- 
fold more rapid than had been his rise, and tenfold more 
rapid than that restoration of the calm approbation of 
the public which a dispassionate sense of justice pro- 
duced — ^but which, to the once idol of the homes of the 
empire, was but a poor substitute for the enthusiastic 
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admiration of his earlier days. We Have thus indicated 
in a few sentences the fluctuations of Brougham's public 
position during the years we have now to chronicla The 
events comprised within them are so important and so 
numerous as to compel us not only to dispense at each 
stage with the obtrusion of our own opinions and com- 
ments, but to content ourselves with a very brief and 
rapid survey of these events only as they directly bore 
upon Brougham. We do no more than we have a fair 
right to do, when we presuppose on the part of the 
reader a general acquaintance with the leading events 
of the final Eeform sti*uggle and the triumph of the 
Beformers. 

William IV., liberal though he had been esteemed, 
retained his brother's Tory Ministers. When routine 
business had been transacted, the dissolution of Parlia- 
ment, which constitutionally succeeds the death of every 
sovereign, occurred. The hustii^' cry was " Beform !" 
The people were thoroughly in earnest on the subject. 
The recent Revolution in Paris, and the sister movements 
in other parts of Europe, greatly increased the enthusiasm. 
It was remembered that Wellington was the friend of 
Polignac, and there was a general desire to oust from 
office the Mend of the despotic minister of the bigoted 
Bourbon. Almost every large constituency sent Re- 
formers. The Tories had endeavoured to effect a 
coalition with the Canningites. With this view an 
interview had been brought about between Wellington 
and Huskisson, at the opening of the Liverpool and 
Manchester Bailway. Huskissou, already near his 
natural death, was killed by being run over by a 
locomotive. The negotiation proved unsuccessful, when 
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oyertures were made to other Canningites. The Cannizig- 
ites coalesced with the Whigs, furnishing to the Ministry 
which they were soon in unison to form, such valuable 
aid as that represented by the names of Melbourne, 
Palmerston, and Glenelg. By the Conservatives of the 
opposite pole, too— the bigoted Eldonites — ^Ministera 
were deserted. The boroughs under their control sent 
members to sit on the benches of the Opposition. A 
large requisition; signed by many thousands of free- 
holders, had been sent to Brougham, inviting him to 
stand for the county of York. He accepted, and was 
returned triumphantly and free of expense, second only 
to Lord Morpeth, who headed the polL When the 
House met, it was clear that there was a large majority 
against Ministers. 

Brougham, as member for Yorkshire, represented the 
premier constituency of the land; at what value he 
estimated the honour of his position, was made manifest 
by many expressions of manly and touching regret which 
fell from his lips after he was for ever removed from the 
stirring life of the House of Commons. He rose to the 
responsibilities of his situation. The King's speech, 
which contained no allusion to Reform, and was un- 
satisfactory in general respects, was succeeded by this 
memorable declaration of Wellington : — 

I am fully convinced that the country possesses at the present 
moment a legislature which answers all the good purposes of legislation, 
and that to a greater degree than any legislature of any age or any 
country whatever. I am, therefore, not only not prepared to bring 
forward any measure of the description alluded to by the noble lord, 
but I will at once declare that, as far as I am concerned, and as long 
as I hold any station in the government of the country, I shall feel it 
my duty to resist such measures when proposed by others. 
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This emphatic and, it must be allowed, honest 
statement, was just what the Reformers desired. It 
was the knell of the Ministry, and it famished that 
definite obstruction which is so serviceable for the 
concentration of the efforts of any class of reformers. 
On the very same night Brougham gave notice that 
he would introduce a motion on Parliamentary Kefoim 
in a fortnight afterwards, on the 15th of November. 
The night before his motion was to have come on. 
Sir Henry Pamell defeated Ministers on a question 
connected with the Xlivil List. Ministers, in fear 
rather of the shadow of the next day, than of the 
defeat of this, at once announced their intention of re- 
signing. Brougham was at once asked if he would 
persist with his motion. He had brought it forward 
independently, but wifch the tacit sanction of the Whig 
leaders. In reply to the inquiry he said that he would 
do no more than postpone his motion, and used certain 
expressions which were construed into a declaration that 
he still retained his entire freedom of action, for whatever 
the appointments which Lord Grey would make, he said 
he had no expectation of being included in them. "We 
are indebted to Mr. Roebuck — ^who, again, is indebted to 
Brougham himself for the facts he has published in his 
" History of the Whig Ministry " — ^for an abstract of the 
proposals which Brougham would have moved had his 
motion come on. And we reproduce them as furnishing 
the best rebutment of the allegations so frequently made 
in after years — allegations acquiesced in and encouraged 
lay his former ministerial colleagues — ^that he opposed 
himself, in the deliberations of the Cabinet, to the extent 
of the measure of Reform which the other Ministers 
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advocated. He wotdd have reduced the aggregate 
number of representatives to five hundred. The repre- 
sentation of Scotland was to stand as it -was, but the 
number of Irish members to be reduced. The franchise 
to be extended to all copyholders and leaseholders, and to 
all householders in boroughs. All the large commercial 
towns to have members, and each rotten or nominative 
borough to be mulcted of one of its two representatives. 

It was in a short time announced that Earl Grej was 
Premier. His Ministry was composed of Whigs and 
Canningites. To the surprise of the whole land, 
Brougham was Chancellor, and he took his seat on 
the woolsack the day before his patent was made out 
The secrets of the negotiation that thus resulted are yet 
unknown. Some say that Grey sent Brougham a letter 
offering him the office of Attorney General, and that 
Brougham's only reply was at once to tear up the 
missive. Probably the explanation of Mr. Koebuck will 
hereafter, when the full evidence is known, turn out 
correct. He believes that Brougham, against his per- 
sonal inclination, accepted the Chancellorship because to 
have refused would have paralysed the party, for ever 
separated him and them, and removed all chance of his 
future usefulness; and that Grey offered the post, also 
much against the inclination of himself and the Whig 
nobles, but simply because it was impossible to leave 
Brougham out, and he would not accept any less 
important office. 

Keserving reference of other characteristics of 
Brougham's new position, and the account he turned 
it to, we proceed briefly to record the progress of the 
Beform struggle. 
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Early in February, 1831, Parliament reassembled. 
Parliamentary Reform was announced to be the chief 
Cabinet measure. On the 1st of March, Lord John 
Russell introduced the bilL The number of members 
was to be reduced to 596. The suffrage was to be 
extended. There was to be an extensive redistribution of 
seata In a word, the principle of the bill was to substi- \ 
tube Representation for Nomination. After seven nights '» 
of debate, and seventy speeches, leave was granted toJ 
introduce the bill. Meanwhile, meetings were held in 
all parts of the country. With a singular and admirable 
unanimity, the cry that was never remitted during the 
whole of the agitation was taken up — "The bill, the 
whole bill, and nothing but the bill!" The unanimity 
was admirable, for probably those who most vigorously 
maintained the cry, were those who were most dissatisfied 
with the shortcomings of the measura The second read- 
ing was only carried by a majority of one. The severed 
sections of Toryism had closed their ranks to resist the 
common aggression, and again presented an undivided 
front. In committee. Ministers were defeated on the 
weak point of their measure — ^the reduction of the -aggre- 
gate number of members. Resign or dissolve was now the 
choice left them. They chose the latter alternative. The 
difficulty now was to induce the King to exercise his 
prerogative. Upon Brougham and Grey devolved the 
arduous and delicate task. They waited upon His Majesty, 
and represented what they required. The King exclaimed 
that it was impossible to dissolve a so recently-elected 
Parliament, one especially which had shown such loyalty 
and kindness in the provision made for himself and the 
Queen. This obstacle was overcome, but he contin\L<^<Rk 



166 HENBT, LOBD BROUOHAIL 

raise petty objections. His Ministers wished liim to ac- 
company them at once to perform the duty. The King 
said this cotdd not be, for nothing was prepared for the 
ceremony. The of&cers of State had not been summoned. 
The Chancellorrepliedthat he had been so bold as to yentore 
to request them, in the King's name, to be in readiness. 
At this the King was very angty, but went on to urge 
that the crown and robes had not been sent for. This 
difficulty had been also anticipated and obviated by the 
daring Chancellor. ''But the guards, the troops." 
Brougham had also ordered them out. ''What! did 
his lordship know that he had, in this act, been guilty of 
high treason 1 '* " Tes ; but confiding in the well-known 
affection entertained by His Majesty for his subjects, he 
had ventured even upon this step, believing that His 
Majesty would acknowledge it to be for the common weal 
that the people should be appealed to without delay.'* 
Even now that the King had no longer a single objection, 
to urge, it is said by some he remained sullen and dis- 
pleased ; but^ hearing that the Peers had in the morning 
met to vote an address urging him not to dissolve, thus 
insolently interfering with the exercise of his prerogative^ 
he at once resolved to vindicate his rights, and suddenly 
said, " Send for a hackney coach ! " But this incident is 
denied by Mr. Roebuck. 

Meanwhile, both Houses were in such a frenzy as had 
never been before known, the Tories being incensed at 
the prospect of dissolution. In the Commons, even the 
self-possessed Peel lost all self-command, and raved so, 
that his friends pulled him back into his seat. A similar 
turmoil agitated the Lords when Brougham entered, and 
said in a loud, emphatic, and angry tone, " I never yet 
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heard that the Crown ought not to dissolve Parliament 
whenever it thought £.t^ partieularly at a moment when 
the House of Commons had thought fit to take the 
extreme and unprecedented step of stopping the supplies.'* 
This course had been projected by some of the more 
ardent Reformers. These words had just passed his lips, 
when the boom of cannon, followed by a cry of "The 
King ! the King ! " announced the entrance of the 
sovereign. The turbulent Peers took their seats, the I 
Commons were summoned, and Parliament was dissolved. | 

The elections proved "almost the annihilation of the 
Tories.*' Parliament met in June, and Lord John 
Bussell introduced his second bill. Its second reading 
was carried li^ the decisive majority of 130. On the 
22nd of September, it finally passed; no important/ 
alteration had been made in its provisions save 
the introduction of the Chandos clause, giving votes 
to tenants-at-will paying a rbntal of fifby pounds and up- 
wards. It was supported by the Badicals, as being a 
further enlargement of the suffrage, and by the Tories, ' 
because they correctly foresaw that its operation would 
enable them considerably to counteract the liberal effects 
of the measure. 

The second reading in the Lords was moved by Earl 
Grey on the 3rd of October. On the fifth night of debate, 
the Lord Chancellor delivered what was, probably, his 
greatest speech. Passages of it, and its general plan and 
structure, may have been prepared beforehand. But the 
majority of its periods were either unprepared, or the 
results of only partial preparation, for its major part 
consists of a review of the arguments of the Tory, 
speakers who had preceded him. This was tha Us^ ^ 
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Brougham's really great oratorical displays — ^we mean, 
^within the walls of Parliament; the last of those on 
which his claim to be ranked with the great orators 
of ancient Greece and modem England rests. It is 
the last from which we shall make citations at consider^ 
able length. 

A noble lord, a friend of mine, wliose lionesty and frankness 
stamps all he says with still greater value than it derives from mere 
talent, would have you believe that all the petitions under which your 
table now groans are, indeed, for Reform, but not for this bill, which 
he actually says the people dislike. Now, is not this a droll way for 
the people to act, if we are to take my noble friend's statement as 
true? First of all, it is an odd time they have taken to petition for 
Reform, if they do not like this bill. I should say that if they 
petition for Reform whilst this particular measure is passing through 
the House, it is a proof that the bill contains the Reform they/ want 
Surely, when I see the good men of this country ~ the intelligent and 
industrious classes of the community — now coming forward, not by 
thousands, but by hundreds of thousands, I can infer nothing from 
their conduct but that this is the bill, and the only bill, for which they 
petition. . . . The proposition of my noble friend is, that they 
love Reform in general, but hate this particular plan ; and the proof 
of it is this, that their petitions all pray earnestly for this particular 
plan, and say not a word of general reform. Highly as I prize the 
integrity of my noble friend, much as I may admire his good sense on 
other occasions, I must say that on this occasion I descry not his 
better judgment ; and I estimate how far he is a safe guide, either as a 
witness to facts, or as a judge of measures, by his success in the present 
instance. In either capacity, I cannot hesitate in recommending your 
lordships not to follow him. As a witness to facts, never was failure 
more complete. The bill, said he, has no friends anywhere ; and he 
mentioned Bond Street as one of his walks, where he could not enter a 
shop without finding its enemies abound. No sooner had Bond Street 
escaped his lips, than up comes a petition to your lordships from 
nearly all its shopkeepers, affirming that their sentiments have been 
misrepresented, for they are all champions of the bill. My noble 
friend then says, " Oh, I did not mean the shopkeepers of Bond Street 
in particular; I might have said any other street, as St. James's, 
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equally.*' No sooner does that unfortunate declaration get abroad, 
than the shopkeepers of St. James's Street are up in arms^ and forth 
comes a petition similar to that from Bond Street. My noble friend is 
descried moving through Regent Street, and away scamper all the 
inhabitants, fancying that he is in quest of anti-Reformers, to sign a 
requisition to the churchwardens, and the householders, one and all, 
declare themselves friendly to the bill. Whither shall he go ? — ^what 
street shall he enter ? — ^in what alley shall he take refuge, since the 
inhabitants of every street, and lane, and alley, feel it necessary, in 
self-defence, to become signers and petitioners as soon as he makes his 
appearance among them? If, harassed by Reformers on land, my 
noble friend goes down to the water, the thousand Reformers greet him 
whose petition (Lambeth) I this day presented to your lordships. If 
he were to get into a hackney-coach, the very coachmen and their 
attendants would feel it their duty to assemble and petition. Where- 
ever there is a street, an alley, a passage — nay, a river, a wherry, or 
a hackney-coach — ^these, because inhabited, become forbidden and. 
tabooed to my noble friend. I may meet him, not on "the accus- 
tomed hill," for Hay Hill, though short, has some houses on its slope, 
but on the south side of Berkeley Square, wandering "remote, un- 
friended, melancholy, slow" — for there he finds a street without a 
single inhabitant, and, therefore, without a single friend of the bill. 
If, in despair, he shall flee from the town to seek the solitude of the 
country, still will he be pursued by cries of " Petition, petition I The 
bill, the bill ! " His flight will be through villages placarded with 
" the bill ; " his repose at inns holden by landlords who will present 
him with "the bill ;" he will be served by Reformers in the guise of 
waiters ; pay tribute at gates where petitions lie for signing ; and 
plimge into his own domains to be overwhelmed with the Sheffield 
petition, signed by 104,000 friends of the bill. 

There was in Brougham's nature no conciliatory 
element. There is no exaggeration in saying that^ while 
Chancellor, he actually bullied the Lords. Some courage 
was requisite for the utterance of the following eulogium 
upon the middle classes, and the so favourable com- 
parison of them with the opulent and haughty men he 
was addressing : — 
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If there is the mob, there is the people also. I speak now of the 
middle classes — of those hundreds of thousands of respectable persons 
— ^the most numerous and by far the most wealthy order in the com- 
munity ; for if all your lordships' castles, manors, rights of warren, 
and rights of chase, with all your broad acres, were brought to the 
hammer, and sold at fifty years* purchase, the price would fly up and 
kick the beam when counterpoised by the vast and solid riches of 
these middle classes, who are also the genuine depositaries of sober, 
rational, intelligent, and honest English feeling. Unable though they 
be to round a period or point an epigram, they are solid^ right- 
judging men, and, above all, not given to change. If they have a 
fault, it is that error on the right side — a suspicion of state quacks — a 
•dogged love of existing institutions — a perfect contempt of all political 
nostrums. They will neither be led astray by false reasoning, nor 
-deluded by impudent flattery ; but so neither will they be scared by 
classical quotations, nor brow-beaten by fine sentences ; and, as for an 
epigram, they care as little for it as they do for a cannon-baU. Grave, 
intelligent, rational, fond of thinking for themselves, they consider a 
subject long before they make up their minds on it ; and the opinions 
they are thus slow to form, they are not swift to abandon. 

Not less courageous was this open declaration that he 

had made a personal sacrifice when he consented to be 

ennobled : 

There are those who even within these walls speak of the bill 
augmenting so much the strength of the democracy as to endanger 
the other orders of the State ; and so they charge its authors with 
promoting anarchy and rapine* Why, my lords, have its authors 
nothing to fear from democratic spoliation ? The fact is, that there 
are members of the present Cabinet who possess, one or two of them 
alone, far more property than any two administrations within my 
recollection, and all of them have ample wealth. I need hardly say I 
include not myself, who have little or none. But even of myself, I 
will say, that whatever I have depends on the stability of existing 
institutions ; and it is as dear to me as the princely possessions of 
-any amongst you. Permit me to say that, in becoming a member of 
your House, I staked my all in the aristocratic institutions of the 
State. I abandoned certain wealth, a large income, and much real 
power in the State, for an office of great trouble, heavy responsibility, 
And very uncertain duration. I say, I gave up substantial power for 
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the shadow of it, and for distinction depending upon accident. I 
quitted the elevated station of representative for Yorkshire^ and a 
leading member of the Commons — I descended from a position quite 
lofty enough to gratify any man's ambition; and my lot became 
bound up in the stability of this House. Then have I not a right to 
throw myself on your justice to desire that you will not put in jeopardy 
all I have now left ? 

Afler still further, and at great length, defending 
the bill from the charge of its being a revolutionary 
measure, he dwelt in his peroration upon the urgent 
necessity of making the concession, that revolution and 
all its attendant ills and horrors might be avoided : 

My lords^ I do not disguise the intense solicitude which I feel 
for the event of this debate, because I know full well that the 
peace of the country is involved in the issue. I cannot look without 
dismay at the rejection of the measure. But grievous as may be 
the consequences of a temporary defeat — temporary it can only be ; 
for its ultimate, and even speedy success is certain, nothing can now 
stop it — do not suffer yourselves to be persuaded that, even if the 
present Ministers were driven from the helm, any one can steer you 
through the troubles that surround you, without Reform. But our 
^ccessors would take up the task in circumstances far less auspici- 
ous. Under them, you would be fain to grant a bill, compared with 
which the one we now proffer you is moderate indeed. Hear the 
parable of the Sybil, for it conveys a wise and wholesome moral. She 
now appears at your gate, and offers you mildly the volumes — 
the precious volumes — of wisdom and peace. The price she ajsks is 
reasonable : to restore the franchise, which, without any bargain, you 
ought voluntarily to give ; you refuse her terms — ^her moderate terms — 
she darkens the porch no longer. Bat now, for you cannot do without 
her wares, you call her back ; again she comes, but with diminished 
treasures ; the leaves of the book are in part torn away by law- 
less hands— in part defaced with characters of blood. But the pro- 
phetic mind has risen in her demands —it is Parliament by the year- 
it is vote by the Ballot — ^it is suflfrage by the million ! From this you 
turn away indignant, and for the second time she departs. Beware of 
her third coming, for the measure you must have ; and what price 
she may next demand, who shall tell? It may even be the ware 
which rests upon that woolsack. What may foUani ^^^sx ^ysossRk 
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of obstinacy, if persisted in, I cannot take upon me to predict, nor do 
I wish to conjecture. But this I know full well, that as sure as man is 
mortal, and to err is human, justice deferred enhances the price at 
which you must purchase safety and peace ; nor can you expect 
to gather in another crop than they did who went before you if you 
persevere in their utterly abominable husbandry of sowing injustice and 
reaping rebellion. 

But among the awful considerations that now bow down my 
mind, there is one which stands pre-eminent above the rest. You are 
the highest judicature in the realm ; you sit here as judges, and decide 
all causes, civil and criminal, without appeal. It is a judge's first 
duty never to pronounce sentence, in the most trifling cause, without 
hearing. Will you make this the exception ? Are you really prepared 
to determine, but not to hear^ the mighty cause upon which a nation's 
hopes and fears hang ? You are. Then beware of your decision. 
House not, I beseech you, a peace-loving but a resolute people ; 
alienate not from your body the affections of a whole ' empire. As 
your friend, as the friend of my order, as the friend of my country, as 
the faithful servant of my sovereign, I counsel you to assist with your 
uttermost efforts in preserving the peace, and upholding and per- 
petuating the Constitution. Therefore, I pray and I exhort you not to 
reject this measure. By all you hold most dear— by all the ties that 
bind every one of us to our common order and our common country, I 
solemnly adjure you — I warn you — I implore you— yea, on my bended 
knees, I supplicate you — reject not this bill ! 

As the speaker uttered these last sentences, he fell 

upon his knees, and in that posture gave utterance to his 

concluding prayer. 

Within a few hours after the close of Brougham's 

speech, the Lords had rejected the bill. 

When this news was spread through the country, the 

whole machinery of agitation was again brought into use. 

Riots and bloodshed occurred in one or two places ; but 

. in these outbreaks, the Reformers were not implicated. 

i They confined their exertions to the assembling of peace- 

^able mass meetings. On heaths and moors adjacent to 

the great cities, meetings numbering from 1,000 to 200,000 
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peaceably assembled and peaceably dispersed. A sacred 
tone pervaded their proceedings. Reform hymns were 
sung, and covenants were entered into before the Al- 
mighty; the mighty audiences uncovering their heads, 
and repeating after their presidents the words of the 
engagements by which they bound their souls. 

Early in the spring of 1832, a third bill had been 
introduced, carried through all its stages, and finally 
passed the Lower House. In May, the untaught and 
unteachable Peers defeated the Ministry. Grey and 
Brougham posted off at once to Windsor, and demanded « 
of the King that he should create a sufficient number of 
Reform peers to carry the bilL The King — ^whose fears / 
about the effects of the bill had been enkindled by I 
the fright and the intrigues of the women about his' 
person, who acted in concert with certain Tory noblemen 
— ^wept, hesitated, and refused to grant what the two 
peers asked. The Whig Ministry at once resigned, and 
Wellington was sent for — Wellington, who a few months 
before had said, "The people of England are quiet 
enough if left alone ; and if not, there is a way to make 
them." No attempt to form a Tory Government had any 
chance of success. For nine days, no responsible Execu- 
tive existed in England. The while, the people patiently \ 
and peaceably watched and waited. On the tenth day, \ 
the Whigs were re-installed, and on their own terms. 
On the 4th of June, the bill was carried. A hundred 
Tory peers had left the House, by their absence saving 
their order from being "swamped." A few days after, 
Brougham and others of his colleagues, as a Royal Com- 
mission, declared the King's sign-manual given, and the 
Reform Bill was a part of the law of the land.** 



CHAPTER XIV. 

BBOUQHAM AS CHANt^ELLOB AND MINISTEB. 

A.D. 1830—1834. 

Brougham as Chancellor and Judge — Legal and Chancery Reforms^- 
Surrey of the Measures of the Ministry — Causes of Brougham*s 
Unpopularity — Hard Work — Abolition of Slavery — ^Irish Ques- 
tions — The English Poor Law — Failures of the Ministry — ^Its 
Downfall — Brougham's Appearances in the Provinces — Lord 
Durham — ^Brougham's Period of Office reviewed by himself. 

When Brougham was elevated to the peerage, he chose 
as his title Baron Brougham and Vaux; the former 
being his own surname and his territorial designation, 
the second having reference to the Yaux blood, which our 
readers will remember we stated in an early page flowed 
in the veins of his ancestors. For his motto, he took ^;he 
legend, " Pro Rege, Lege, Grege " — " for King, Law, and 
People." This, although so suitable to his own public 
career and personal opinions, was not selected by him- 
self; for the motto is to be seen this day carved in oak in 
an old chamber at Brougham Hall, erected in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth. A wit at the time suggested that the 
motto should be translated "Pro Rege, lege Grege"— 
'' for * Bang,' read ' People.' " 

Even before Brougham commenced contributing to 
the Udinhurgh Eeview, he had tried his hand at writing 
for the press — for Edinburgh journals and the like. An 
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old Edinburgh printer, when the news of Brougham's 
elevation to the Chancellorship reached him, exclaimed, 
" Lord sauf us ! did I ever think to see the laddie wha. 
used to sit kicking his heels and whistling in my 
ojfice till a proof was thrown ofl^ made the Lord High 
Chancellor of England, and sitting on the woolsack I '* 
Like astonishment, mingled in many instances with an 
easily-accounted-for regret, prevailed at the appointment. 
Writing as we do at an interval of time which brings 
1830 into the focus of history, we confess that we share 
the same sentiment. But a moment's inquiry into the 
facta of Brougham's tenure of high judicial office is> 
enough to remove this feeHng. Brougham, as Chan- 
cellor and head of the administration •of Equity, did 
great service to the State. 

On the very day in which his patent was made out, 
he laid on the table of the House of Lords four bills ; one 
for the establishment of local courts for the hearing of 
suits involving trifling amounts, two for regulating the 
practice of the Court of Chancery, and one to establish 
a court for Bankruptcy cases. Sydney Smith, writing 
shortly after the elevation of his friend, thus describes his 

activity and the benefits it produced to the country : — 

• 

Then look at the gigantic Brougham, sworn in at twelve o'clock, 
and before six p.in. he has a bill on the table abolishing the abuses of 
a Court which has been the curse of England for centuries. For 
twenty-five long years did Lord Eldon sit in that Court, surrounded 
with misery and sorrow, which he never held up a finger to alleviate. 
The widow and the orphan cried to him as vainly as when one offers a 
small reward for a full purse. The bankrupt of the Court became the 
lunatic of the Court. Estates mouldered away, and mansions fell 
down, but the fees came in, and all was well. B.ut in an instant the 
mace of Brougham shivered to atoms this House of Ft^xsA. «S3^ <5!L 
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Delay. And this is the man who will help to gOYbm you — who 
bottoms his reputation on doing good to you — Who knows that to re- 
form abuses is the safest basis of fame and the surest instrument of 
power — who uses \he highest gifts of reason and the most splendid 
efforts of genius to rectify all those abuses, which all the genius and 
talent of the profession have hitherto been employed to justify and 
protect. Look you to Brougham, and turn you to that side where he 
waves his long and lean figure, and mark well that face which Nature 
has marked so forcibly — which dissolves pensions, turns filchers into 
honest men, scares away the plunderer of the public, and is a terror to 
him who doeth evil to the people. 

In a few sentences we summarise the leading legal 
reforms of his Chancellorship, other than those we have 
already recorded. In conjunction with Lord Chief 
Justice Tenterden, he carried two bills lyased on the 
report of the Cohimission on the Law of Heal Property, 
which he had had appointed after his great Law Reform 
Speech of 1828; and in the same ygar (1832), he passed 
I an Act abolishing the corruptions of the Naval and 
Ecclesiastical Courts, and another for abolishing sinecures 
in Chancery. The last measure saved to the country and 
to suitors in Chancery above X7 0,000 a-year. In 1833, 
Brougham re-introduced his bill for the establishment of 
County Courts, but it was strenuously opposed by Lord 
Lyndhurst, and thrown out. He brought forward — but 
unsuccessfully — ^three bills for regulating Chancery Prac- 
tice, and for the establishment of a Court of Appeal ; as 
also a bill for improving the administration of justice by 
the Privy Council. The substantial provisions of this 
bill were afterwards enacted, and the powers of the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council enlarged as 
they now exist. In 1834, he succeeded in passing, al- 
most unopposed, and in a form almost unaltered, an im- 
portant bill for improving the system of administering 
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justicein th e (M minal Courts of the Metropolis. By 
this Act^ offenders in 1;he Metropolitan districts were 
with little delay brought to trial ; thus great expense and 
the evils of the lengthened imprisonment of* untried 
persons were avoided. An attempt to obtain the appoint- 
ment of an official and responsible Public Prosecutor 
was unsuccessful, as have been all similar endeavours 
from that day to this. 

Such is a brief summary of what Brougham did and 
attempted to do, in the cause of Law Reform during the 
years of his Chancellorship. It is hardly possible to 
over-estimate the good he thus did during his tenure 
of office, as well by the amendments of tne law he suc- 
ceeded in ejQTecting, as by the clearing out of the long 
arrears of suits which he found pending. Almost in- 
credible as are the anecdotes — ^nevertheless, well authenti- 
cated — of the extraordinary amount of various descrip- 
tions of work which Brougham contrived to get through 
at earlier periods of his Ufe, they are, if possible, exceeded 
by his various engrossing labours as Chancellor. One 
who wrote shortiy after Brougham was Chancellor, thus 
describes his daily round of avocations :— 

A watchful observer might see the new Lord Chancellor seated in 
the Court over which he presided, from, an early hour in the morning 
until the afternoon, listening to the arguments of counsel, and master- 
ing the points of cases with a grasp of mind that enabled him to give 
those speedy and unembarrassed judgments that hare so injured him 
with the profession. If he followed his course, he would see him, 
soon after the opening of the House of Lords, addressing their lord- 
ships on some intricate question of law, with an acuteness that drew 
down approbation even from his opponents ; or, on some all-engrossing 
political topic, casting firebrands into^ the camp of the enemy, and 
awakening them from the complacent repose of conviction to the hot 
contests with more active and inquiring intellects. Thftii, S2^^s^\fs«». 
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or 80, he might follow him to the Mechanics' Institution, and hear an 
able and stimulating discourse on education, admirably adapted to the 
peculiar capacity of his auditors ; and towards ten, perhaps, at a Lite- 
rary and Scientific Institution in Marylebone, the same Proteus-like in- 
tellect might be found expounding the intricacies of physical science 
with a never-tiring and elastic power. Yet, during all these multi- 
tudinous exertions, time "would be found for the composition of a discourse 
of Natural Theology, that bears no mark of haste or excitement of 
mind, but presents as calm a face as though it had been the laborious 
production of a contemplative philosopher. 

Many sneered at Brougham's lack of law when he 
was made Chancellor. One said it was a ''pity he hadn't 
known a little law, and then he would have known a little 
of everything." The truth is, that people merely inferred 
that Brougham must be an inadequate lawyer, since he had 
given so much time to the acquisition of other branches 
of knowledge. But Brougham's decisions in Chancery, 
as they irrevocably stand in black and white, lead to 
a very different conclusion. He ascended the Chancery 
Bench under great disadvantages — shared by all Common 
Law lawyers who have been appointed to the woolsack — 
of being unacquainted with the practice and procedure of 
the Equity Courts. But he proved himself an amazingly 
quick and facile learner, and he possessed the great ad- 
vantage over most men who have been similarly situated, 
of being a consummate jurist, as distinguished from 
the mere legist of " cases " and precedents. His decisions 
gave great satisfaction to litigants. But they were brief, 
summary, and unencumbered with the reasons of his 
judgments. On this accoimt they do not stand high with 
students of the law, who desiderate elaborate judgments, 
which reflect the whole train of thought and balancing of 
authorities on which the ultimate decision is based. Per- 
haps the paradoxical statement holds good to some extent 
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— ^that tlie best decisions for suitors are the worst for stu- 
dents, and tlie least serviceable as authoritative precedents. 
Suitors do not care, and do not need, to be bewildered by 
the citation of a crowd of analogous cases which, in their 
eyes, have no possible bearing upon their own. Students, 
on the other hand, necessarily indifferent to the considera- 
tions which affected the litigants in any particular suit 
which is past and gone, desire a full explanation of the 
bearing of the whole law involved in the decision of the 
abstract questions involved in every several decision. It is 
impossible to possess two kinds of merit^ the presence of 
one of which involves the absence of the other. 
Brougham's lastipg praise is that he purged Chancery 
of its arrears, in a quick but not unsatisfactory or un- 
thinking way. He did what was wanting at the time, 
and what would probably have been left undone, had any 
other man in England sat in his place. And it was his 
proud boast that not one of his decisions as Chancellor, 
hastily given as they were, was reversed on appeal to the 
House of Peers. 

To say that Brougham shared with his colleagues 
their first popularity, and the unpopularity which they 
so soon inherited, is but to state half the truth. He was 
most popular while they were popular, and he was the 
most unpopular of them all when their popularity so 
quickly vanished. We are writing to a large extent 
without the full possession of the inner history of the 
time, and it is our desire and intent to abstain from 
making conjecture, however feasible it may seem, do 
the work and occupy the place of knowledge. To what 
extent Ministers made him the scapegoat, and to what 
extent his own independent ungoy^t\i^\AfircL'ees^ ^:»»sr.^ 
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their alienation from him, are as yet snbjects to some ex- 
tent only of surmise. But, from whatever complication 
of causes, the fact remains that when the King dismissed 
his Reform Ministry, Brougham was, probably, the least 
regretted of the band of men who had been the idols 
of the people but two years before. In the first place, 
he exposed himself to attack more carelessly than his 
colleagues; and again, to attack him was a greater 
temptation than to assail any other occupant of of&ce. 
The Peers hated him as a parvenu. The accursed taunt 
of " political adventurer," which has embittered the lives 
and hastened the deaths of so many men of whom their 
country was hardly worthy, which has been the ready 
instrument of retarding much wise legislation and of de- 
priving many meritorious men of the approbation they 
were well worthy of — ^was freely applied to Brougham. 
The Peers detested him for his insouciant disregard of 
their proud pompousness and self-adulation. His public 
"progresses" and somewhat outrl utterances jan-ed 
against even the popular idea of the severe dignity of 
his ojffice. Lastly, with a harsh and uncompromising 
logic which our judgments cannot condemn, but from 
which the general sentiment recoiled, he defended the 
necessary but painful and caustic remedies which the 
Ministry applied to certain social evils — the excrescent 
growth of long years of pernicious legislation and long- 
continued laissez-faire complacency. These are some of the 
circumstances which explain how it was that Brougham 
doubly shared the general unpopularity which attached, 
ere their downfall, to the administrations of Earl Grey 
and Lord Melbourne. 

We can look back calmly now, and, without excul- 
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pating or explaining away serious and minor errors and 
shortcomings, find much to commend in the doings 'of 
the Ministry of which Grejy and Melbourne were the 
successive heads. They dealt virtually the last blow at 
slavery. This was one of their first acts after Reform was 
settled. They clung, however, to the belief that prevailed 
with all except the Abolitionists, that gradual abolition 
was advisable, and they persisted in compensating the 
planters. With these qualifications — the " apprentice* 
ship" system being introduced, and £15,000,000 voted 
as compensation — slavery was declared abolished, and the I 
1st of August, 1834, decreed as the date of negro emanci- | 
pation. 

Ireland and English pauperism were the Ministry's 
great difficulties. O'Connell had by this time — for his 
trade as an agitator would have been otherwise gone — 
commenced to bellow for repeal. So lawless became the 
country, that the Whigs, although with the full conscious- 
ness of the general unpopularity which they would earn, 
passed a Coercion bill, with very severe provisions, 
rougham was its unflinching advocate. The Irish 
Protestant Church was another great difficulty. Bigoted 
churchmen were alienated by the abolition of certain 
Irish bishoprics, and the application of their revenues to 
the augmentation of poor livings and like purposes. A 
further measure in the same direction, to appropriate 
certain funds, hitherto applied to ecclesiastical purposes, 
and employ them for educational and similar ends, 
cost the Cabinet four important members, two being 
Sir James Graham and Lord Derby (then Mr. Stanley), 
who were opposed to the alienation of church funds 
to secular purposes. Their places were filLwi^ Vssj^ 
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their resignation very sensibly weakened the Adminis- 
tration. 

Their admirable Poor Law was passed at still greater 
cost. The condition of things which it remedied was 
truly horrible. The former system established a pre- 
mium, not only upon sloth, but upon vice. It did not 
recognise the radical and most important distinction 
between poverty and pauperism. The " New Poor Law " 
may be briefly defined as being based upon the recognition 
of this distinction, just as the Heform Bill is best charac- 
terised as a measure to substitute Representation for 
Nomination. Under the old law, there was no test or 
restraint to curb the administration of relief Capital 
and labour were being absolutely destroyed, and the 
paupers, who were costing seven millions a year, as com- 
pletely demoralised. Gangs of able-bodied paupers, 
forced upon farmers as labourers, were ruining them, for 
they would not work, sure of relief whether they laboured 
or lolled. Shopkeepers were as badly off, for the rates 
were as heavy as the rent, and the pauper population 
represented so many customers withdrawn from them. 
Marriage and the paternity of bastards were with an 
equaly complacency encouraged ; for the father of the 
pauper child, legitimate or illegitimate, knew that he was 
sure of a shilling or eighteenpenee a- week bread-money 
for every one of his offspring. The Poor Law, as it now 
exists, was carried, on the motion of Lord Althorp, in the 
last session of the Keform Ministry. There is no need 
here to enumerate the beneficial effects of the new 
principle on which it was founded. 

Among other of the wise acts of the Ministry may be 
mentioned, the inauguration of the system of State grants 
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in aid of national education ; the abolition of the com- 
mercial monopoly of the East India Company, and the 
opening of the trade with India and China. Among their 
errors and flBdlures, prominence must be given to their 
hainshness to the Dorsetshire labourers, their complete 
break-down in the important department of finance, and 
the ill-success of their feeble endeavours to remove the 
grievances complained of by the Dissenters. 

Just before the dismissal of his ministers by the King, 
Brougham made a tour through the country, addressing 
public meetings, and being entertained at public banquets 
in many places. At Edinburgh he expressed himself 
against the continued clamour for further reform which 
still prevailed, propounding, for a while at least, the 
doctrine of " finality." Lord Durham, who was Broug- 
ham's fellow-guest, and, as the public were led to believe, 
his envied rival in the Cabinet, said that, " he for one 
regi'etted every hour that passed over the existence of 
acknowledged and unreformed abuses." Brougham re- 
plied, and returned to the retaliating attack on future 
occasions. It needed the inflence of the King and of 
Earl Grey to prevent the feud being fought out, at 
Brougham's challenge, on the floor of the House of Lords, 
In his public appearances, Brougham laid aside the 
dignity of the Chancellor, and spoke just as unreservedly 
and familiarly as he had ever done as Harry Brougham. 
His detractors made much of this, and the Times, which 
had veered round to the Conservative side, accused him, 
of "dragging the Great Seal through the dirt." To such' 
taunts Brougham in these words replied : — 

It has been at all tlines not merely a privilege of public men to 
meet tlieir fellow-citizens on such occasions, but a privilege q1^2sa 
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people to have pablic men coming' constantly before them ; and the 
duty of those men to come before the people freely, without the 
nonsense and the hauteur with which some idle folks choose to invest 
themselves, by way of avoiding responsibility to the people — ^by way 
of making the people more easily led and misled, and by way of 
making them more safe to govern and misgovern ; — the policy, and the 
tactics, and the tricks of those who, of late years, have been pleased 
to make the discovery that Ministers have no business to attend public 
meetings. 

Brougham, perhaps somewliat unconsciously, ner- 
vously sought every means of bridging over the gulf 
that severed him from the people and popular sympathies. 
The following manly, yet pathetic sentences, extracted 
from another speech delivered by him in 1835, require 
from us no comment by way of introduction. They are 
themselves truly biographical, and fully represent the 
sentiments with which he looked back upon his brief 
years of power and office : — 

If it were not somewhat late in the day for moralising, I could tell 
of the prerogatives, not so very high — the enjoyments, none of the 
sweetest — which he loses who surrenders place, oftentimes misnamed 
power. To be responsible for measures which others control, per- 
chance contrive ; to be chargeable with leaving things undone which 
ought to have been done, and he had all the desire to do, without the 
^ power of doing ; to be compelled to trust those whom he knew to be 
utterly untrustworthy ; and on the most momentous occasions, involving 
the interests of millions, implicitly to confide in quarters where com- 
mon prudence forbade reposing a common confidence ; to have schemes 
of the wisest, the most profound policy, judged and decided on by the 
most ignorant and the most frivolous of human beings ; and the most 
generous aspirations of the heart for the happiness of his species, 
chilled by the frowns of the most selfish and sordid of his race — these 
are among the most unenviable prerogatives of place— -of what is falsely 
called power in this country ; and yet I doubt if there be not others 
less enviable still. To be planted upon the eminence from whence he 
must see the baser features of human nature uncovered and deformed ; 
witness the attitude of climbing ambition from a point whence it is 
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only viewed as creeping and crawling, tortuous and venomous in its 
hateful path ; to be forced to see the hideous sight of a naked human 
heart, whether throbbing in the bosom of the great vulgar, or of the 
little, is not a veiy pleasing occupation for any one who loves his 
fellow-creatures, and would fain esteem them ; and, trust me, that he 
who wields power and patronage for but a little month, shall find the 
many he may try to serve furiously hating him for involuntary failure, 
while the few whom he may succeed in helping to the object of all 
their wishes shall, with a preposterous pride (the most unenviable part 
of the British character), seek to prove their independence by showing 
their ingratitude, if they do not try to cancel the obligation, by fasten- 
ing a quarrel on him. .... 

But worse to be endured than all, was the fetter and the cramp 
imposed on one used to independence— the being buried, while yet 
alive, to the people's condition and claims — ^buried in the house of 
form and etiquette appointed for all Ministers. Who, then, can marvel 
at the exultation which I feel to shake and brace every fibre of my 
frame, when, casting off these trammels — ^bursting through the cere- 
ments of that tomb — I start into new life, and resume my position in 
the van of my countrymen, struggling for their rights, and moving 
onward in the accelerated progress of improvement with a boundless 
might, and a resistless fury, which prostrate in the dust all the puny 
obstacles that can be raised by the tjrranny of courts and their intrigues 
— the persecution of bigots and their cunning — ^the sordid plots of 
greedy monopolists, whether privileged companies or ovei^grown estab- 
lishments^ or corrupt municipalities ? 
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OUT OP OFFICE. 

A.D. 1834—1848. 

Brougliam*8 ** Inconsistency '' — His willingness to work for the State 
— ^Infant Schools — County Courts — Scene with Lord Melbourne — 
The Canadian Eebellion ; Great Speech — His iPopularity returns 
— Legal Eeforms — Criminal Statistics. 

LoBD Bbougham*s public life naturallj divides itself 
into three epochs : the period of his membership of 
the House of Commons, his three years of office, 
and the remainder of his days as an^ un-official mem- 
ber of the House of Lords. We now enter upon 
the last of the three, No longer, except on rare 
\ occasions, shall we find any of those elements of dramatic 
interest which have so thickly abounded in our previous 
narrative. But while the events of his life from 1835 do 
not present those features of interest which characte- 
rised his every public appearance throughout the whole 
preceding quarter of a century, it was a great mistake to 
set them down as unimportant. Whatever was saved 
from the strife of party and the agitation of great questions 
of politics and social progress, was given to the not less 
worthy task of the reform, the cheaj^ening, and the simpli- 
fication of the law. In the words of Sir Eardley Wilmot 
(to whom we are largely indebted for those portions of 
our biography which relate to Brougham's achievements 
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as a Law Beformer), <Hhe Statute Book from this date 
becomes the silent but durable monument of his fame." 
Not that Brougham retired from those larger questions 
about which human passion and sentiment are more 
directly concerned. There was no great political or social 
question agitated in his day upon which Brougham did! 
not give his opinions, and the reasons by which he 
supported them. But he is presented to us no longer as 
a political leader; his self-chosen function was critical 
and judicial, and party ties had no longer even the 
merely apparent hold oh him which had hitherto seemed 
to prevail. We shall see his oratorical flail, whenever in 
his judgment and conscience the need arose, descending 
as vigorously on his old allies as on his former opponents. 
So impartial, indeed, was he in the distribution of his 
censure, that he was freely charged with political terg i- 
versatio n. This charge, after careful study of the facts, 
we cannot endorse j possibly there is a somewhat stronger 
justification for the allegation that some element of pique 
atud annoyance at exclusion from the Whig counsels, 
when the party again returned to power, may have been 
imported into his dealings with the Whigs of the second 
Melbourne Administration. But, even after the fullest 
allowance is made for this very natural, and not very 
inexcusable, alloy of human error, we are disposed 
fully to sustain Brougham's own assertion that he was 
ever consistent to his principles; and if there was 
inconsistency anywhere, it was shown by the partisans 
who charge him with departure from his early 
tenets. Charged with being a cold Reformer, he Mrly 
retorts that he was the -first of the colleagues of Lord 
Grey to give up "finality." Those who point to his 
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eulogiiims upon an hereditary aristocracy as an essential 
and valuable element in the composite structure of a free 
state, are unable to contrast with them any contradictory 
utterance given forth by him in the most fervid days 
of his popular tribuneship. Such charges spring from 
the fistr from unprevalent delusion that Brougham was 
at any period of his life a demagogue. He was 
from the first the advocate of constitutional, limited, 
and balanced freedom, with reciprocal guai*antees and 
checks provided by the three Estates defined by the 
English Constitution; this he proved himself to the 
last Accused of censuring the agitation of the Corn 
Law Leaguers, he replied that he was as early an 
advocate of the total abolition of the tax on food as 
Mr. Villiers himself — converted to Free Trade many 
years before ^ither Peel or the Whigs. But he con- 
denmed the systematic League agitation, in certain of 
its features, as he had condenmed certain acts of the 
political unions organised to carry the Reform Bill, to 
the passing of which he so largely contributed. Accused 
of condemning the revolutionary movements of 1848, 
though he had eulogised the European risings against 
the Holy Alliance, and a Revolution which substi- 
tuted a King of the French for a King of France, he 
replied that the former were the manifestations of a 
regular international conspiracy, and that they aimed at 
Republicanism strongly tinged with communism ; that 
for this reason he was consistent in condemning them, 
though he had so warmly applauded earlier endeavours 
limited to the attainment of constitutional freedom under 
monarchies which there was no desire to disturb. These 
charges form the counts of the indictment brought for- 
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ward to support the charge of "inconsistency." The 
defence we believe to be conclusive. We have not our- 
selves discovered any change of opinion on any important 
question, save in his views on the deterrent efficacy of the 
punishment of death. 

Peel was Premier in 1835 for less than half a year. 
The Opposition exerted its power on the first occasion of 
the re-assembling of Parliament. Among other defeats 
sustained by the Ministry, was the carrying agaiDst 
them, by Brougham and his coadjutors, of a bill granting 
a charter to the London University. In April Ministers 
resigned. Early in May, Melbourne, who had under- 
taken the Premiership after the King had failed in 
inducing Earl Grey to return to public life, had formed 
his second Administration. No Chancellor was appointed, 
the Ministers professing that the King had expressly 
stipulated that Brougham should not return to office. 
William had been deeply offended by an expression 
attributed to Brougham when the Reform Ministry was 
dismissed — " The Queen has done it alL" It was gene- 
rally believed that the Whigs were by no means sorry to 
avail themselves of this pretext for the exclusion of their 
former Chancellor. The Great Seal was entrusted to a 
Commission, Brougham being appointed "Lord Keeper ^^.^^^ 
and Chairman of the House of Lords." This office he 
held, and he discharged its duties from May, 1835, until 
January, 1836, *when Sir Samuel Pepys was appointed 
Lord Chancellor, and ennobled under the title of Lord 
Cottenham. When Brougham found himself of no more 
official consequence in the State than a pensioned peer 
and ex-Chancellor, his first desire had been to render 
some judicial service to the country in return fe^ ^^ 
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income he received. When Lyndhurst returned to the 
woolsack under the short Administration of Peel, in 
1835, Brougham wrote to him offering to undertake the 
duties of Chief Baron of the Exchequer, which office 
Lyndhurst had vacated. The offer, however, was not 
accepted. At a subsequent period, Brougham discharged 
the presidential and judicial duties of Lord Cottenham 
in the House of Lords, during the long illness of that 
nobleman, which preceded his retirement, and the appoint- 
ment of Lord Truro. JFor a long time, too, he regularly 
presided over the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council. In fact, he sedulously sought every occasion of 
onerous judicial duty, and than he no law lord was more 
regular and painstaking an attendant in the House during 
its sittings as a judicature. 

During their former regime the Whigs had been able 
to do but little for the cause of education. As it was, 
they had imdertaken too much, and when Lord John 
Kussell became the leader of the House of Commons in 
1835, he stated that no Government measures of im- 
portance would be introduced, save municipal reform, 
and an adjustment of the Irish tithe question. The 
former measure received the warm support of Brougham, 
and he gave a general support to the Irish policy of 
Ministers. Education was an open question. As might 
have been expected. Brougham returned to the important 
subject with unquenclied zeal. In this Session he brought 
forward resolutions, pledging the House to greater exer- 
tions for national education, dwelling especially upon its 
advantages as a pre ventive of crime, and referring with 
much satisfaction to the recent establishment of infant 
schools, whose foundation he had done so much to 
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promote ever since he became personally acquainted 
with the systems of Fellenberg and PestalozzL Brougham 
was ever free from what is probably the cardinal vice of 
the school and the time in which he was educated, and 
by which his views and character were in some sense 
moulded. He was no mere intellectualist From firstj 
to last he dwelt with great prominence upon the in-j 
culcation of morality as an indispensable part of Stater 
or other education. And the chief argument by which 
he ever urged upon the State the duty and expediency 
of educating the children of the people, was not the 
advantage and policy of training intelligent citizens, but 
of rearing the young amid moral associations which 
would increase the livelihood of their turning out 
good citizens. He adv ocated infant ^^^^^a ^ti the 
specific ground that the earliest years of youth are the i 
best — indeed the only — time of life at which lasting moral 
impressions can be imbibed. In this sense alone must 
the following sentences from Brougham's speech in 1835 
be understood. He would have disclaimed the opinions 
expressed as extreme and untenable, were they understood 
to refer to the peculiarly intellectual parts of education. 

It is not enough to say that a child can learn a great deal before 
the age of six years ; the truth is, that he can learn, and does learn^ a 
great deal more before that age, than all he ever learns or can learn in 

all his after life During the period between the ages of eighteen 

months or two years, and six, I will even say that he learns much 
more of the material world — of his own powers — of the nature of 
other bodies, even of his mind and of other miuds^ than he ever after 
acquires during all the years of boyhood, youth, and manhood. Every 
child, even of the most ordinary capacity, learns more, gains a greater 
mass of knowledge, and of a more useful kind at this tender age, than 
the greatest philosopher is enabled to build upon it during the longest 
life of the most successful inve8tigation.r 
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He expressed himself strongly on the total inefficacj 
of punishment as a means of eradicating evil habits, and 
emphatically reiterated his opinion that instruction of-ii 
moral and religious character — the only sure preventive of 
crime— can best be instilled at the earliest period of life. 

In the Session of 1836 the advocates of popular know- 
ledge succeeded in gaining the reduction of the newspaper 
stamp from fourpence to a penny. Brougham urged its 
immediate abolition, and correctly foretold that the half 
measure would only prove a postponement of the contro- 
versy. During almost the whole of this Session Brougham 
was absent from his place. His health for a time gave 
way under the enormous strain of labour and excitement 
which had continued without an interval from his earliest 
residence in London. In 1837 he returned from the 
retirement he had temporarily sought, and at once re- 
sumed his leading position in the debates. In this year 
he made some of the best speeches of the latter period of 
his life, especially those on the disturbances in Canada, 
and on the immediate emancipation of the negroes. 

The spirit of the Abolition Act was violated in every 
way; barbarities, sometimes amounting to torture and 
murder, were practised upon the apprentices ; juries of 
planters refused to commit their fellows ; and the legal 
protectors of the negroes were abused and thwarted to 
an intolerable degree. The negroes were avenged by the 
revival of the abolitionist movement in England in its 
former vigour ; memorials from tens of thousands of 
English women besought the Queen to inaugurate her 
reign by promoting the entire and immediate abolition 
of slavery ; Lord Brougham moved the Lords by a dis- 
play of extraordinary eloquence on the same behalf; and 
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the Imperial Parliament speedilj passed an Act for the 
Abolitkm of Slavery; to obeying which the planters 
{ureferred immediate emancipation. 

On themes of less absorbing interest he also fre- 
quently spoke ; doing much, especially, for the cause of 
Law Reform. He introduced an Education Bill ; he ex? 
pressed himself opposed to compulsory State education, 
but advocated — what would be nearly as efficient — warm 
encouragement by Government, accompanied by a corre- 
sponding control He suggested that the parliamentary 
franchise should be bestowed upon the most efficient 
pupils. He repeated his very decided opinion in favour 
of religious instruction. The Scriptures should be read 
in all schools, but the children of Jews and Catholics 
should be relieved from the necessity of attending at 
the times devoted to this purpose. He again fruitlessly 
endeavoured to pass his Local Courts Bill. He warmly 
and eloquently urged the immediate emancipation of the 
negroes, who were still, in some of the islands, under the 
provisional apprenticeship system. He introduced a bill 
on the subject of Clerical Pluralities. If not before, in 
this year, he definitively withdrew from his opinion that 
the Reform Bill should be regarded as a " final '* measure, 
expressing his willingness to aid in the further extension 
of the franchise. In this Session Mr. Ewart succeeded in 
carrying a Law Reform long before urged by Brougham — 
the extension to felons. of the same legal aid from counsel 
as was allowed to misdemeanants and civU suitors. 

In this year the sceptre passed into the hands of the 
young Queen Victoria. In one of the discussions on the 
pecuniary provisions made for the new sovereign and 
her mother, an angry encounter occurred bet^R^^K^^. 
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Brougham and Lord Melbourne. We present it in full, 
both because it is amusing and interesting in itself and 
because it is only one out of many similar ^^ scenes " in 
which Brougham occupied the chief place^ which we are 
compelled to exclude. 

Lord Brougham was addressing the House on the 
subject of the Duchess of Kent*s Annuity BilL In 
speaking of the Duchess, he used the expression " Queen- 
mother." Lord Melbourne, who was sitting next to 
Brougham, abruptly interrupted with these words — " No, 
no; not * Queen-mother,* but the * mother of the Queen.* " 
Brougham, annoyed at the correction, vehemently said 
**0h, I know the distinction between the two phrases 
as well as my noble friend does ; but he is a much mor^ 
expert courtier than I am." The inuendo very obviously 
referred to the &ct that Melbourne had managed so 
thoroughly to ingratiate himself with the youthful Queen. 
The Tories shouted forth their laughter, delighted that, 
this Session, all Brougham's flail-strokes were bestowed 
upon the Whigs. When the laughter had subsided, 
Brougham continued in the most serious and solemn tone 
of voice — " I am rude and uncultivated in speech. The 
tongue of my noble friend has been recently so well hung 
and attuned to courtly airs, that I could not attempt to 
enter into competition with him on such subjects as 
these." After another burst of laughter from the Oppo- 
sition benches, he went on — "The notions of my noble 
friend are more strictly poised and governed on these 
points than mine are.** 

Melbourne started to his feet the moment Brougham 
sat down, and after some general observations, thus 
retorted :— 
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' My lords, I took the liberty to suggest that there was a difference^ 
not an imraatedal one in the present case, between the expressions, 
*' Queen*mother/' and " mother of the Queen/* The noble and learned 
lord said that was a distinction only to be made in courts — a distinction 
only recognised where there is glozing and flattery — where tongues are 
better hung, as the noble and learned lord expressed it. I do not know 
what the noble and learned lord means when he says that my ton^uQ is 
better hung. I cannot speak of the hanging of the tongue ; and as to 
glozing and flattery, I must be allowed to say [here becoming very excited] 
that I know no man in this country who can more gloze, and flatter, 
and bend the knee, than the noble and learned lord himself — not me ; 
and, therefore, when he says he cannot compete with me in those arts, 
I beg leave to say I feel myself totally unable to compete with him, 
when he 6nds an opportunity, or an occasion offers for exercising them. 

Brougham now started up and said — 

I positively and solemnly deny, and I call on the noble viscount 'to 
produce his proofs, that I ever in my- life did, and more than that, 
that I ever in my nature was capable of doing, that which the noble 
viscount has chosen to-night, unprovoked, to fling out as a charge 
against me. 

Melbourne. — ^No, no ; not unprovoked. 

Brougham. — ^Yes, improvoked ; I say utterly unprovoked. I 
spoke in as good-humoured a tone, with as perfectly inoffensive a 
meaning, as it was possible for man to speak or for man to feel, when 
* the noble viscount observed, with a contemptuous sort of air, that I 
should not say " Queen-mother,'* but " mother of the Queen ; " as 
much as to intimate, " Oh, you know nothing of these things ; you 
don't speak the language of courts.** I said, " Far be it from me to 
enter into competition with the noble viscount, whose tongue is now 
attuned and hung to courtly airs.'* The noble viscount answers that 
by saying he cannot enter into competition with me in the hanging of 
the tongue. It was not the hanging of the tongue I spoke of, it was 
the attuning of the tongue— the new tune, with recent variations. 

The exquisite sarcasm conveyed in these last words 
was received with another burst of laughter. Brougham 
resumed^ 

The new tune, with recent variations, to which the noble viscount's 
tolerably well-hung tongue had now attained* That the noble Tiscount 
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fhoald take tiieli an apportnnity to lerel a charge at me, which he 
knowa to be — ^which he miut feel and know, when he comes calmly to 
reflect on it— ia utterly and absolately, and, I may add, notorionalyi 
inapplicable to me, produced, I must own, in my mind, not of late 
unaccustomed to feelings of astonishment, some little degree of surpri^efe 
I repeat what I have already said — first, that the imputation or 
insinuation that I ever, in the discharge of my duty, stooped to gloze^ 
or to bow before, or to flatter any human being, much more any inmate 
of a court, is utterly, absolutely, and, I will say, notoriously, without 
foundation. The next part of the insinuation is, if possible, equally 
groundless — ^that, if I had an opportunity of having recourse to these 
arts, peradventure I should excel in them. I want no such opportunity. 
If I did, I have the opportunity. I disdain it. No access which I 
have had has ever, to the injury of others, to the betrayal of duty, to 
my own sharae, been so abused, not even for one instant ; and oppor- 
tunity to abuse it I have, if I were base enough so to avail myself of it. 

In this and the succeeding year, Brougham strenuously 
opposed the policy of the Ministry on a question infinitely 
more important than the correct designation of the 
mother of the sovereign. Among the Lords he was the 
only man who upheld true constitutional principles with 
reference to the relations between the colonists of Canada 
and the mother country. The Canadians had many and 
just complaints to prefer. The legislature had no control 
over the administration of justice ; there was no respon- 
sible executive ; the colonists had no voice in the disposal 
of the taxes they contributed. Year after year the local 
legislature demanded the redress of these grievances. 
The Whig Covernment replied by the arrest of the 
leaders of the colonists. A rebellion at once broke out. 
Lord Glenelg, the Colonial Secretary, brought forward cer- 
tain resolutions, that Government might be strengthened, 
and receive new powers to deal with the insurgents. 
Brougham, after referring to his frequent support of Lord 
Glenelg's poHcy, as a proof that no atom of spleen 
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dictated his present censure, objected strenuously teethe 
resolutions, and entered against them his splemn protest. 
The resolutions, he said, entirely subverted the ever- 
recognised relation of taxation and representation ; and 
thej implied that the right of popular election was to be 
for ever denied to the Canadians. A bill based upon the 
resolutions was introduced hy Lord John Bussell, and 
passed with a culpable haste that drew down the severe 
censure of even Wellington. The Constitution of Lower 
Canada was to be suspended, and Lord Durham to be 
sent out as Governor-General, with extraordinary powers. 
Brougham terrified the Lords by comparing Lord Dur- 
ham's mission to that of Pedro de la Gasca to quell the 
revolt of the Pizaros in Peru. Melbourne rose, stung 
by the ferocity of Brougham's attack. He had long, he 
said, expected this vengeful outbreak, and now it had 
coma Brougham indignantly denied that any personal 
considerations had influenced the course he had adopted. 
It was his former colleagues, not himself, who had 
changed ; and he would gladly re-unite himself to them 
as a general supporter of their policy, if they would with- 
draw their declaration against Beform, and introduce 
measures of the same character as those carried by the 
Ministry of which he had been a member. 

Lord Durham's most undesirable mission met with 
as large success as was possible in the circumstances; 
butj inattentive to technical points of law, he inflicted 
punishments without the precedent proceedings necessary 
formally to justify them. Brougham quickly seized upon 
this defective point. He reviewed, with a caustic severity 
never surpassed in the annals of oratory and political 
contest^ the whole policy of the Government. He deiilax^^L 
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that they, not content with sending out illegal edicts, had 
provided no lawful power to enforce them. In their case^ 
** tyranny appears stripped of its instuictive apprehension 
and habitual circumspection." "Compared with the 
conduct which we are now called upon to contemplate^ 
the most vacillating and imbecile, the most inconsistent 
iind impotent rulers command respect; King John and 
Bichard Cromwell himself become wise, politic, nnd 
rigorous princes." 

From another of the speeches delivered by Brougham 
at a previous stage of the oft-renewed discussions, we 
extract these sentences, never exceeded, we believe, as 
vehicles of the most ^ungent and ^falling sarcasm ;— » 

The tneasure could not have been delayed much in the otbet 

House, where such unprecedented majorities had concurred in passing 

all the resolutions, and in this House my noble friend knows he can do 

as he likes — I mean when he is doing wrong — " Ilia se jactet in aula;** 

and he is little opposed here. I am far from saying your lordships 

would so readily let him do anything to advance the interests of the 

people, or extend their rights ; but only let him invade their liberties, 

and he is sure to find you every way indulgent ; such is your partiality 

for a bold and decided policy ; so great your inclination to support 

What are termed vigorous measures ! . . . Thus then, my lords, 

all is uniform and consistent in these transactions ; all is in keeping 

in the picture which these papers present to the eye. A scene is 

certainly unfolded not much calculated to raise in our estimation the 

capacity, the firmness, the vigour, or the statesmanlike habits of those 

distinguished persons to whom has been committed the administration 

of our affairs. I do not by any means mean to assert that the great 

qualities of public life may not be discovered in these proceedings. I 

should be far from saying that both deliberation and dispatch may 

not be traced in their conduct ; deliberation amounting . even to 

balancing, and pausing, and delay ; dispatch running into rapidity, 

precipitancy, huiTy. You meet with the unhesitating haste and the 

mature reflection; the "consulta" and the "matura facta'* are both 

there. But then they are at the wrong time and in the false position ; 



OUT OP OFncB. l99 

t!ie rapidity presides over the deliberative part J the deliberation is 
applied to the execution. The head is^ at fever-heat, the hand is 
paralysed. There is no lack of quickness, but it is in plans fitted to 
throw the country into a flame ; no lack of delay when those schemes 
are to be carried into execution. They rush, unheeding, unhesitating, 
unreflecting, into resolutions upon which the wisest and readiest of 
mankind could hardly ponder too long ; but when all is determined — 
when every moment's delay is fraught with peril — then comes th« 
uncertainty and irresolution. They never pause until the season has 
arrived for action, and when all faltering, even from the twinkling of 
au eye, is fatal, then it is that they relapse into supineness and inaction; 
look around them, behind th<im, and everywhere but before them, 
and sink into repose, as if all had been accomplished, at the moment 
when everything remains to be done. If I were to ransack all the 
records to which I ever had access of human conduct in administering 
great affairs, whether in the annals of our own time or in ages that 
are past, I should in vain look for a more striking illustration of the 
Swedish Chancellor's famous saying to iiis son, as he waa departing 
to assist at the congress of statesmen — '' I fili mi, ut videas quantula 
sapientia regatur mundus." 

How Lord Durham, who had most reluctantly under- 
taken the invidious task at the urgent solicitation of his 
colleagues, was basely deserted and disowned by them, 
is well known. The indignity and injustice destroyed 
him, and he returned to England only to die. 

Brougham had by this time emerged from the 
temporary but black cloud of popular disfavour which 
had hung over him. Gradually personal and political 
enmity was allayed, and he soon recovered his former 
position of public usefulness. This he turned to especial 
account in the work of Law Reform, to which he more 
and more devoted himself. Akeady, the statute-book 
contained considerable traces of his exertions and achieve^ 
ments. While supporting every isolated measure for 
the amendment of the criminal law, he never ceased to 
urge the complete and systematic revision of the atrvLct^vs^ 
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as a wbole» He expressed himself &YOurable to fchet 
abditioQ of capital punishment ; ten years later, we shall } 
disooter that his opinion on this point had changed. 
Again and again did he return to the adrocacy of pre- 
ventive measores, as the only expedient likely to be in 
the amallest degree successful towards the diminution of 
crime. He introduced an Education and Charities B^ ; 
he proposed to establish a board which should hare 
control over all charitable funds and endowments. He 
met with so little support^ that he dropped the bill at mi 
early stage. He supported a bill for the abolition of 
imprisonment for debt except in carefully defined excep- 
tional casea When circumstances permitted a relaxation 
•f the stringent policy which -had been adopted towarcLi 
If^land, he expressed his horror of Coercion Acts, "which 
it had given him pain to impose, and given him the 
utmost relief to repeal'* He introduced a bill for the 
Promotion of Education in Boroughs, which would have 
empowered two-thirds of the ratepayers to levy a tax 
for the support of schools. The Lords had frequently 
rejected a measure for giving the custody of children to 
their mothei*s, where husband and wife lived separately, 
at the discretion of the Court of Chancery. It was 
passed in 1838. Brougham warmly supported it, and 
described it as " the first laying of the finger of improve- 
ment upon an edifice** — the laws affecting women — 
" which would not bear a touch.*' 

In 1839 he introduced — failing in both cases — bills 
for the promotion of Education, and for the regulation of 
Charities. He and Lord Palmerston had steadily kept 
the Slave Trade still conducted by the ships of foreign 
nations, before both Houses of Parliament. This year 
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thejeacceeded in passing a bill authonsii^ tlie fmp\ki^ of 
Portuguese and Brazilian slay^ra This Act^ and similar 
ones which had preceded it^ cost Brougham a considerable 
fortune. A Barbadoes planter had left him in his will 
his plantation and an estate in the North of England. 
He had written to him (anticipating the event of changed 
ownership), ^' Your peasants in Barbadoes are more com- 
fortable than your peasants in England.*' This year he 
changed his mind, and disinherited his legatee. About 
this time, in the absence of Brougham at his villa at 
Cannes, a hoax was practised upon the newspapers. 
Brougham was reported to be dead, and obituaries were 
published in all the papers. Most were laudatory, but 
the Times, which appears to have been half incredulous 
about the deception, described him in such terms as--^ 
"the most voluminous of writers;" "the most voluble 
of debaters ; *' " of actors, if not the most efficient and 
successful, at any rate the most restless and inde&ti* 
gable.'* Some suspected, at the time, that the perpe* 
trator of the trick was no other than the man reported 
to be dead. 

In a few sentences we must condense a variety of 
legal refbrms carried, or unsuccessfully introduced by 
Brougham, in the next seven yeara In 1840 he 
carried a measure which greatly facilitated proceedings 
in Chancery. In the year following, he passed a bill for 
the removal of the difficulties that surrounded copyhold 
tenure, but failed of complete success ; he had wished 
absolutely to enfranchise all copyholds, under certain 
definite conditions. 

In 1842 he sustained one more defeat on the County 
Courts question, but carried two Acts, one for the relief 
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tf insolvent debtors, the other abolishing airest on Menes 
process. A bill against bribery, which proposed to grant 
indemnities against prosecution to witnesses examined bjr 
bribdrj committees, was thrown out. It was subse- 
quently introduced in 1852, by the €k>yemment^ and is 
now statute. 

In 1843 an Act of Brougham's made slave-trading 
by British subjects in foreign countries felony. By 
another successful measure, the powers of the judicial 
committee of the Privy Council were greatly enlarged. 
A subsequent Act^ passed in the next year, enables 
inventors and the assignees of patent inventions to 
obtain from the Privy Council extensions of the terms 
of their patents, without the expense and delay of an 
Act of Parliament. 

In 1845 Brougham united with a few others in the 
foundation of the Law Amendment Society. This excel- 
lent organisation has proved a most efficient auxiliary to 
the law reformers in Parliament, and has done much to 
create a body of professional, if not public, opinion in 
favour of the great, but not very inviting work. Brougham 
brought forward nine bills in this year. Those on the 
conveyance of real property and on outstanding terms, 
all passed. A bill on the law of evidence, and one 
extending jurisdiction in divorce cases to the judicial 
committee of the Privy Council, were also enacted. He 
was unsuccessful in his endeavour to engraft on the 
English law the "declaratory action" of the Scottish 
courts, by which the owner or purchaser of real property 
may try, even if no adverse claim be set up, the validity 
of his title ; also, in his proposal to compel the promoters 
of private bills to give security or recognisance for costs 
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to their opponents. He failed in his attempt to abolish 
the exemption of Members of Parliament from arrest for 
debt. In 1848, when he re-introduced his bill, he was 
a^in unsuccessfuL Two measures, which are now law, 
were also fruitlessly introduced by him in this prolific 
year— one to permit all persons to trade in the city of 
London, another to compel three weeks' residence in 
Scotland previous to the contraction of marriage. It 
thus appears that Brougham did not wish to set up as an 
example the method of his own wedding. 

In J 846 h e was at last successful in passing his most 
valuable Act for the establishment of County Courts for 
the trial of causes involving small sums of money. In 
spite of the opposition of the Government, he succeeded 
in fixing the jurisdiction as high as £20, For eighteen 
years had Brougham continued to press upon Parliament 
this most beneficial proposal. It represents one of the 
very greatest debts due by the trading community to its 
author. In the same year he failed with bills for facilita- 
ting the conveyance of real property, by substituting 
simpler phraseology for the prevailing terms employed by 
conveyancers, and for securing the impartiality of trials 
in Ireland by removing the " venue " to another county 
at the request of a panel or party to a suit. A bill to 
protect public officials from vexatious actions, unsuc- 
cessful in 1846, was re-introduced and carried in 1847 ; 
but the protection was limited to magistrates. 

Brougham had been chairman of a committee, which 
eat for two sessions, and returned in 1847 the well-known 
and valuable report upon criminal law, especially with 
regard to transportation* and juvenile pfienders. To 
Brougham must be accorded a very considerable «»laax^ ^1 
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the credit due for the abundant infannatioii aad the 
well-oonBidered suggestions contained in this report on 
penal coloniesi the treatment of convicts, punishments, 
and education in its bearing upon the diminution of 
crime. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

LAST YSABS IN PABmAMENT — ^REFORIC OF THE LAW. 

1848—1866. 

Free Trade — Continental Revolutions of 1848 — Seeks to become a 
Citizen of the French Republic — Law Reform — Great and Com- 

• prehensive Speech in 1848 — ^Large number of Reforms Advocated 
— Legal Reforms effected by Brougham — ^The Don PaciHeo 
Debate^—Euloglum on PeeL 

During more than the last score years of Brougham's 
life, the figure which he made in Parliament was 
far from conspicuous! This, probably, arose equally 
from circumstances and from choice. During the earlier 
part of each recurring session he was absent from his 
place on the cross benches of the House of Lords. For 
his declining vigour, though its indications were scarcely 
apparent at the great occasions of his public appearance 
until a few years before his death, compelled him to 
sojourn at a mansion which he had purchased near 
Cannes, in the south 'of France, until the feeble northern 
sun had dissipated the last chills and damps of our 
sluggish spring. During the summer months, however, 
he was a regular attendant, though but an occasional, and 
never a partisan, speaker in the Upper House. In the 
legal deliberations and decisions he took a prominent part, 
and his presence in that most useful tribunal of ultimate 
appeal, which he had by one of his wisest measures 
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created — ^the Jtidicial Committee of the Privy Cooncil — 
was equally to be looked for, so long as lie remained each 
year in England. In party conflicts, as such, he took no 
part ; though he never shrank, when the occasion natur- 
ally arose, from the exposition of any fundamental con- 
stitutional principles which were involved in their issue. 
His complete independence of party ties became even more 
apparent. This fact gave to his utterances a judicial and 
critical tone, which, while it increased their weight and 
authority, renders it less necessary for our purpose to 
dwell upon them severally as incidents in his personal 
career. Turning over the pages of Hansard, the name of. 
Brougham by no means infrequently appears, taking part 
in all the chief questions agitated — while the peoples of 
Europe were in arms, throughout the pacific interval 
illustrated by the Great Exhibition, during the Cnmeau 
War, and the crisis in India, in the years which 
witnessed the emancipation of Italy and the subjection 
of the insurgent American Confederates. Nor was he 
more reticent in grave domestic questions, on which the 
fate of English Ministries depended. We have already 
stated that he was an early convert to the doctrines of 
Free Trade. When Peel introduced his celebrated Budget 
of 1842, and his modifications of the sliding scale, Mr, 
Yilliers was selected to move the total abolition of the 
Com Laws in the one House, while Brougham under- 
took the same duty in the other — an office he had pre- 
viously discharged on more than one occasion. Until the 
victory was won, Brougham's aid was never wanting to 
the cause of cheap and untaxed food. Equally service- 
able was he as the advocate of the complementary 
measures for the abolition of the prohibitive imposts on 
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foreign sugar, and on the trading vessels of foreign 
powers. On such questions as the inline in Ireland, 
the Papal aggression, the claims of Dissenters, he was. a 
frequent, but never a prominent and leading speaker. 

Even on themes which may be considered as more 
peculiarly his own, few of his speeches present material 
which needs at much length to be referred to. Schemes 
that in earlier years he had advocated single-handed were 
gradually coming into effect; — ^if not carried, had en« 
listed large bodies of supporters among younger men. 
Whenever there arose questions affecting education, 
colonial government, prison and convict discipline, Par^ 
liamentary Reform, and the emancipation of the commerce 
in knowledge from its last fetters. Brougham openly ex- 
pressed his opinions, but opinions which were merely the 
repetition, when the need arose, of tenets expressed many 
a time before, and permanently identified with his name. 

The extraordinary continental events which charac- 
terised the year 1848 roused him to new displays of his 
still youthful spirit. After the downfall of Louis Philippe, 
he astonished England and Europe by proposing to the 
revolutionary Government of France (in which he had 
already for some time been a partial resident) to com- 
plete his connection with that country by becoming 
in regular form a French citizen. To this proposition 
M. Marrast replied, on behalf of the Government^ hyj 
informing him that if he became a French citizen, he 
must cease to be an English peer. Brougham's opi-» 
nions on the Revolution, its principles, and its conse- 
quences were expressed in various speeches in the 
sessions of 1848 and 1849 ; for example, in his " Speech 
on Italian and French Affairs,'* on July 20th, 1849 ; 
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but more at large in his ^Letter to the Marquis el 
Lansdowne <m the late Revolution in France^" irhieh 
▼ery soon ran through six editions. More generalfy 
acceptable was his persistent continuance of effort in the 
great cause of law reform, even although he by d^rees 
^appeared less and less in the character of initiator, but 
rather as an approver and supporter of the reforming 
measures of others. Special commendation must be 
applied to his *' Inaugural Address" (delivered in 1850)^ 
** on the Establishment of a Law School," by which seho(d 
legal instruction, in the strict sense of the term, was 
first secured for those aspiring to enter the highest branch 
of the profession. In the same commendable category 
must also be enrolled the following brochures — ^his "Letter 
to Lord Chancellor Oottenham upon the Bill to give 
Primary Jurisdiction to the Masters in Ordinary of the 
High Court of Chancery in certain Cases ;" another " Let- 
ter," namely, that '* to Lord Denman on the Legislation 
of 1850 as regards the Amendment of the Law;" his 
speech, in 1851, on the Law of Evidence Bill; and in 
1853, his speeches on County Courts and Law Amend- 
ment. 

Even in the field of legal reform, formerly almost 
wholly his own, he was now assisted by many coadjutors, 
who frequently gained the credit of the final passing of 
measures which Brougham's long fight had ripened into 
maturity. He divides with such as Lord Campbell the 
credit of many reforms in the law with which his name 
was notj at the moment of enactment, associated. And 
the same conwidoration applies in the case of the great 
measure of Chiiucery reform introduced and passed by 
Loixl St Loouurds in 1852. 
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Spite of this recent division of labour in the field ol 
legal reform, there yet remains a large debt of gratitude, 
whose items we have not enumerated, to be recognised 
as owing specially and peculiarly to Brougham ; an obliga- 
tion which he took care to the last to keep accumulating. 
Kesuming our narrative of his achievements and endea- 
vours in this department, we find that in 1848 he failed 
in passing two valuable bills, one providing for the speedy 
release of debtors from prison, in cases where the charges 
of fraud or reckless extravagance could not be maintained, 
and where the debts had been contracted with a reasonable 
expectation of ability to pay them ; the other, for the 
protection of women and children from dishonour and 
outrage. The provisions of the latter have since been 
enacted in the excellent measure of the Bishop of Oxford. 

On the 12th of May in this year. Brougham delivered 
a great and comprehensive speech on the whole subject 
of law reform ; pointing out what had been effected since 
his speech in 1828, and what still remained to be done. 
He said — 

The changes effected in onr jarispradence have removed a large 
portion of the defects which I complained of twenty years ago ; and, 
as the whole have not been removed, I feel that the time has now 
arrived for urging Parliament to finish the important work thus hap- 
pily begun, as well as to embrace in its amending operations, cautiously 
and safely, though steadily carried on, those few branches of the subject 
. to which my motion, iu 1828, had not been directed. The past success 
naturally holds out this encouragement ; the interval that has elapsed, 
too, enables us to tell, by the experience aflforded by our changes, how 
far these have worked well in practice ; and we may conveniently and 
usefully now pause to decide whether or not the measures adopted have 
been wisely framed, and whether or not we should not go on in the 
Bame course. 

He should, he said, survey the whole subject uja^dj^ 
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these fire divisions : as to the makers of the laws ; the 
mode in which they are made ; the fabric when made ; 
the promulgation of the law ; and its administration. 

As regarded the makers of the laws, or Pieu'liament, 
he thought, from the example of neighbouring States, 
that a large increase of the constituencies might be made 
with safety and success. The conduct of our own popu- 
lation at the very period when he was speaking, almost 
universally — and certainly quite voluntarily — on the side 
of order and in defence of the laws, had justly entitled 
them to claim a larger share in the representation. ** I 
derive,** he said, ^ from the elections in France the most 
sanguine hopes that many years may not be suffered to 
elapse before we, too, extend our elective franchise to the 
great body of our citizens — the very source of our wealth 
and the pillar of our strength as a nation — ^men whose 
virtues are equal to their industry — ^men whose steady 
attachment to the Government and its rulers bids defiance 
to all the attempts ever made to seduce them from their 
allegiance.*' 

Further, with reference to the makers of the laws, he 
expressed himself in indignant terms against the privilege 
enjoyed by the members of both Houses against liability 
to arrest for debt. With regard to the evils of bribery 
and corruption, the only means to abolish them was for 
the legislature to stigmatise the donor of the corrupting 
bribe. Members ought to be required to make a declara- 
tion on their honour that they had purchased no merce- 
nary vote. Mr. Walpole embodied the same sugges- 
tion in his bill on the subject, in 1853 ; but he received 
so little support that he withdrew the measure. Another 
important suggestion of Brougham's was, that all election 
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petitions should be tried by a separate and independent 
tribunal, and not by a committee of fellow-members of 
the accused, acting in a judicial capacity, but with every 
temptation against the due and dispassionate discharge of 
their functions. 

As to the mode in which the laws are made, he 
pointed out that no regular system controlled the passing 
of laws. With reference to public or Government 
measures, there was no concert or comparison between 
the several boards or departments. Each had its own 
principles and its own phraseol<^y. *^ A mass has been 
engendered, in which the obscurity of darkness alternates 
with the glare of cross light, meagre explanation with 
inexcusable prolixity, repetition with omission, repug- 
nancy with truism — a mass, which if it be not termed non- 
sense and contradiction, only escapes those epithets from 
the respect due to the venerable name of a Statutory 
Record." He went on to define the Tequisite conditions 
of clearness, perspicacity, and satis^toriness in a statute : 
It ought always to be drawn with reference to all former 
statutes in the same or on kindred subjects ; every clause 
should have regard to all the other parts ; alterations 
made in passing a bill should be carefully seen to have 
regard to the parts left unchanged. Then he went 
into still more specific details about the terms in which 
statutes should be couched. He proceeded to show 
the egregious errors which resulted from carelessness in 
the drawing of private bills. He instanced one impor- 
tant Act of those which gave to the Great Western Rail- 
way its powers and privileges. By this Act, it was laid 
down that a copy of any of the Company's books might 
be produced in evidence^ without any testimony ta ti^^ 
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accuracy of its correspondence with the original ; another 
clause provided that the payment of rates assessed on it 
by the parishes through which it ran, should be con- 
sidered proved if an entry of the payment in its own books 
were produced. The only remedy which could effectively 
deal with this state of confusion, which equally vitiated 
public and private legislation, would be the appointment 
of a permanent Board to assist the Grovemment and the 
promoters of private bills. 

The President of this Board should be Minister of 
Justice, exercising the functions naturally suggested by 
the title of his office. The offices of Lord Chancellor, 
and of Chief Judge of Chancery should be severed^ 
The former, still to be maintained as a political official 
and Minister, should discharge only the duties of Chair- 
man of the House of Lords as a legislative body, and its 
Chief Judge in its judicial capacity. The latter should 
be appointed for non-political reasons, and should not be 
removable at the resignation of a Cabinet. All legisla- 
tion on private bills, which affected no public interest, 
should be removed from Parliament, and their matter 
should come before judicial tribunals — more especially 
Estate Bills, Divorce Bills, and the like. 

J The retrospect of beneficial changes in the ^ecution 
and administration of the laws was, he said, most en- 
couraging, fiixtv out of seveatydefects^ which he had 
pointed out in 1828, had been removed. Still there 
remained a large arrear of desirable changes to be effected. 
The most important of these he specified, dwelling on the 
party considerations which still influenced judicial ap- 
pointments, defects in the Law of Evidence, indefensible 
I ecclesiastical privileges, flaws in the Statute of Limita- 
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tions, shoi-tcomings of the court which discourage litiga- 
tion and encourage arbitration, the severity of the Law 
of Arrest, <fec. He now expressed himself indisposed to 
the abolition of the punishment of death, doubting 
whether any other penalty would act as an equally 
efficient deterrent from capital crime. He dwelt upon 
the necessity of the establishment of a Court of Appeal 
in criminal cases. He believed that parties to a suit 
should he eligible as witnesses. This, we need not say, is 
now English law. Already, Lord Denman's Act had so 
far amended the previous law, as to allow parties 
interested in a secondary degree in the issue of a suit to 
give evidence. Lastly, Brougham argued that the 
principle of Lord Campbell's Bill, justifying libel if the 
libellous matter were proved to be true, should be made 
to apply in public, or political, as well as in private cases. 

"With regard to the law of real property, he again ad- 
vocated the Scotch Declaratory Action; the period 
during which hostile claims to the possession of property 
might be preferred, should^ be limited ; conveyances 
should be curtailed and simplified ; and a General Regis- 
try should be established, in which title-deeds of estates 
might be deposited, accompanied with accurate maps. 
Similarly, there ought to be public depositaries for wills 
to be placed in them by testators during their lifetime. 

The Criminal Code he proposed to amend — firstly, by 
more accurately defining crimes and their corresponding 
penalties ; secondly, by improvements in the method of 
procedure in criminal trials. One excellent suggestion 
was to entrust to County Courts the administration of 
lesracies of small amount. 

He repeated his very strongly-pronounced oi^vaia\s^ 
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in fayoTur of the institution of the office of Public Prose^ 
outor :— 

We rtill — we alone of civCised nations — ^we contrary to all 
prinoiple, and in spite of all experience, still persist in leaying the 
Qriminal Law to ezecnte itself. No provision whatever is made in our 
system for any one criminal being brought to trial, any one offence 
prosecnted ; no provision, at least, that is of the least certainty, or 
that may not just as well prove nugatory as effectual. A man is 
robbed — ^he has the additional misfortune of being bound over to prose* 
elite the robber ; his life is attempted — he has the additional risk 
of losing the costs of the trial,* and the certainty of losing bis Ume 
in ui^ng it Public Prosecutor we have none ; all is left to hazard ; 
the worst crimes may go unpunished — ay, and the innocent parties 
may be involved in a suit. 

This great and comprehensive speech, of which even 
the summary we have given renders comment and eulogy 
equally superfluous, and of which it is enough to say that 
it was worthy of the speaker of the speech of 1828, con- 
cluded with this vindication of the time and occasion 
chosen for its delivery : — 

It is because all other states are shaken and ours alone is secnie, 
that I would have you make these institutions perfectly to be loved, 
which you bid the people press home to their bosoms. I have the 
most entire and imdoubting confidence in the powers of our Constitu- 
tion, and the loyalty, the virtue, and the courage of my fellow subjects 
to maintain it. But the better the law is under which they live, the 
cheaper is its administration to them, the closer its remedies are 
brought to their own doors, the plainer it is written for them to read, 
and the simpler to comprehend as digested, the more secure property 
becomes in the enjoyment, the easier to exchange and transfer, making 
it, as Blackstone says, answer more perfectly the purposes of civil life, 
removing, as Locke hath it, the shoals and quicksands which beset 
the course of those who deal with it — the better will our system deserve 
the people's love, with the more fervent loyalty will it be by them 

*Thl8 is now no longer the case. 
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upbeld, tbe more firmly nerved in its defence will be their gallant 
arms, the more inaccessible their honest hearts to the arts of all its 
enemies. 

Among other legal reforms effected by Brougham in 
the last epoch of his life^ these seem to us specially worthy^ 
of enumeration : — The Bankruptcy Consolidation Act^^ 
which defined the penal offences of bankrupts and the 
punishments provided for their offences, and clearly 
established what constitutes an Act of Bankruptcy ; the /\ 
Trustee Act, which augmented the powers of the Courts '^ 
of Chancery in cases where trustees, mortgagees, &c., jj^, 
become insane; an Act passed in 1851, improving andl^ ^ 
extending the law on patents; the Act abolishing the 
office of Master in Chancery; the Act enabling the 
plaintiff and defendant in civil suits to appear as wit-^* 
nesses ; the Act admitting husband and wife as witnesses 
against each other, except in criminal trials and divorce 
causes; the Act withdrawing from the Ecclesiastical 
Courts their jurisdiction in defamation cases; and the 
very important Act of 1S55 for the summary trial of 
offenders. His ei^deavours to reduce the costs of con-^ 
veyances, often renewed, were long fruitless, but at last 
moderately successful. His attempts to have the Criminal 
Law consolidated, were by the Acts of Sir William 
Atherton, in 1861, achieved in very nearly their exact 
spirit BLis advocacy of the fusion of the Inns of Court 
into a great legal university, which should teach the 
principles of jurisprudence, as well as the law of England, 
would seem, at present^ fo have availed but little. His 
bill of 1854, for summary process on bills of exchange, 
was introduced by others, and passed in the succeediDg 
year. His bill for the collection of criminal statistics 
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was rejected ; but they are now collected by the Home 
Secretary, on his own authority, and annually published. 

We should exceed the proportional dimensions of our 
sketch of the career of Lord Brougham, were we so to 
enlarge our canvas in this summary chapter of our narra- 
tive, as to chronicle the judicially-expressed opinions 
which he uttered on the various groat issues of party 
conflict which were raised in the last two decades of his 
life. We must content ourselves with noticing but one 
or two, that so we may leave a larger available space for, 
by comparison, a copious analysis of his utterances and 
doings in that fleld of social science which in his latter 
days he made peculiarly his own. For never was a great 
public theme of exposition and advocacy more closely 
allied with its expositor and advocate than were, in the 
years subsequent to 1855, Social Science and Brougham, 
the very Coryphaeus of this great theme of his exposi* 
tion, advocacy, and enlightened, associated, generous en- 
deavour. 

1850 chronicled one of the greatest debat'es of our 
Parliamentary history : it certainly was the greatest 
which has occurred in our times. lb is best known as the 
Don Pacifico debate, and in it Lord Palmerston's whole 
foreign policy for twenty years was most splendidly 
assailed in both Houses, the assault being repelled in each 
House with equal brilliancy. In this magnificent passage 
of arms, in which the future historian will assign the 
highest places — and he will be unable, amongst the great 
gladiators, to assign the paramount palm — the names of 
Derby, Cockburn, Gladstone, and Palmerston himself will 
for ever stand out as the most* conspicuous. Brougham 
took a middle course. He felt compelled to censure his 
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old colleague in the Reform Administration for what he 
considered his too decided and vigorous behaviour to the 
Hellenic kingdom ; but pronounced a warm and evidently 
heart-felt eulogium upon the general conduct by the great 
future Premier of the foreign relations of England. It 
will be generally recollected that it was in this debate 
that Peel made his last speech. While, with Brougham, 
condemning those acts, instigated by Palmerston, in 
the Gulf of Argos, which were' the immediate topic of 
discussion and animadversion, he at the same time, with 
Brougham, accorded a high meed of commendation to the 
general policy of the Whig Foreign Secretary; using 
these brief but pregnant words, " We are proud of him," 
not " We are all proud of him," as they are generally 
reported ; at least, if we may trust to the literal accuracy 
of Hansard. A few days passed, and Peel was no more. 
By men professing all shades of opinion, his eulogium 
was pronounced. The following were the concluding 
words of Lord Brougham's brief address : — 

At the last stage of his public career, chequered as it wa8— and I 
told him in private that chequered it would be — when he was differ- 
ing from those with whom he had been so long connected, and from 
purely public-spirited feelings was adopting a course which was so 
galling and unpleasing to them — I told him, I say, that he must turn 
from the storm without to the sunshine of an approving conscience 
within. Differing as we may differ on the point whether he was rightr 
or wrong, disputing as we may dispute as to the results of his policy, 
we must all believe that to the course which he firmly believed to be . 
advantageous to his country he firmly adhered ; and that, in pursuing 
it, he made sacrifices compared with which all the sacrifices exacted 
from public men by a sense of public duty, which I have ever known 
or read of, sink into nothing. 

In the course of the Session of 1852, Brougham intro- 
duced and carried a very practical and useful hill^ Vs^ ^vSoj^ 
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provisions of which the period between the dissolution of 
a Parliament and the convocation and aasembling of its 
successor was shortened from &£ty to thirty-five days. In 
the course of the speech which he made in support of the 
bill, he uttered the first of a series of powerful and earnest 
denunciation Sy to others of which we shall forthwith make 
reference, against bribery and corruption at electi<»i& 
He expressed on this, as on future occasions, his belief 
that nothing effectual would be done until the Legislar 
ture made it compulsory upon every member of Parlisr 
ment to explicitly swear on taking his seat that, neither 
directly nor indirectly, by himself or by his agents, had 
he received any votes purchased by bribery, or coereed 
by intimidation. 

Speaking broadly, all Jiiberal measurfl s which have 
been introduced during the recent long and almost un- 
interrupted rule of the Whigs and their more advanced 
allies have received the support of Brougham. Occasiont- 
ally he opposed them, as when, after the conclusion of 
the Crimean War, he pronounced strongly against the 
continuance of the income-tax. He fortified his opposi- 
tion to it by a precedent drawn from his own Parlia- 
mentary career. He stated that in 1816 he, in con- 
j auction with Mr Baring, his trusty ally in the matter 
of the " Orders in Council,** carried a reduction of six or 
eight millions in the amount of the income-tax; upon 
which the then Chancellor of the Exchequer withdrew his 
estimates, and framed new ones, " on the principle of 
cutting his coat according to his cloth." All the great 
measures of legal reform introduced by the Whigs, as, for 
example, their alteration of the law of divorce — or, rather, 
their cheapening the cost of obtaining divorce — ^the Bank- 
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ruptcy Bill of Lord Westbuiy, and the Law of Limited 
Liability, found in Brougham a hearty supporter. He 
stood by Molesworth in his great scheme for making the 
colonies self-governing ; by Russell, in his oft-reiterated 
attempts to open the portal of Parliament to the Jews ; 
by those who were the advocates of a general improve- 
ment in convict discipline, and especially by the colonists 
who protested against the contamination of felon immig- 
rants; by Milner Gibson and his zealous band of coad- 
jutors in their arduous struggle to free printed knowledge 
from its last remaining shackle; and, although without 
any conspicuous emphasis, by Oobden and Gladstone in 
their noble work of advancing the great structure of 
Free Trade and enfranchised commercial intercourse 
between the nations of the earth. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE — LAST DAYS. 

1856—1868. 

Social Science : Establishment of Association for its Promotion ; 
Inaugural Address ; Conferences at Birniingliam, Dublin, London, 
Edinburgh, &c. — ^Diffusion of Useful Knowledge — Denunciation of 
Bribery — Co-operation — The Permissive Bill — Pers6nal Incidents 
— Death of Lady Brougham — Brougham and Berrycr — Pen-and- 
ink Sketch of Brougham in his Old Age — Brougham as an Author 
— Summary of his Career, Character, and Influence. 

In the autumn of 1855 it was suggested to Lord 
Brougham that he should take the lead in founding an 
association for cementing together all the branches of 
social economics, the growing and devoted study of which 
has been, perhaps, the leading phenomenon of our time, 
into one general and comprehensive whole. The funda- 
mental idea of those pioneers who first projected the 
National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, 
was to place reliance, in their investigations and the steps 
by which deductions were made from them, on the actual 
experience of social reformers, rather than upon a priori 
reasonings. They were to adopt, in a word, "mutatis 
mutandis," the method of that sister body, the British 
Association for the Promotion of (Physical) Science, of 
which Brougham himself was one of the leading and 
most useful members. The idea was at once heartily 
undertaken and supported. Various causes, the chief 
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being the occurreDce of a dissolution of Parliament^ re- 
tarded the early completion of the design ; but on the 
29th of July, 1857, the first formal step was taken. A 
private meeting was held at Lord Brougham's town 
residence in Grafton Street, " to consider the best means 
of uniting all those interested in social improvement." 
Forty-three persons, including a few ladies, were present. 
They included Lord Brougham, Lord Ebrington (now 
Earl Fortescue), Messrs. Adderley, M.P., and Sydney 
Turner, Dr. Farr, Mrs. Mary Howitt, Mrs. Austin, and 
Mr. G. W. Hastings, who became, and remains, secretary 
to the association. At the request of Lord Brougham, 
who presided, Mr. Hastings explained the objects of the 
proposed association; and Mr. Sydney Turner moved, 
and Lord Ebrington seconded, a resolution that the 
National Association for the Promotion of Social Science 
should be established. After due deliberation, this im- 
provised and initiatory committee mapped out the objects 
of the association under these five compartments — ^a 
classification which we believe is still retained : Law 
Amendment (at a subsequent date the Society for the 
Amendment of the Law was voluntarily absorbed as a 
section of the larger and more comprehensive body), 
Education, Prevention and Repression of Crime, Public 
Health, and, lastly, Social Economy, a somewhat general 
and indeterminate heading, which was designed to include 
all questions affecting th3 mutual relations of capital and 
labour, employer and employed, production, distribution, 
and consumption, &c, 

A deputation from Birmingham had been present at 
the initial conference at the house of Lord Brougham, 
and at their instance it was determined th.'^t. -^K^ %s:^ 
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ooDgi«88 of the association should be held at the great 
midland metropolis. Lord Brougham, by the unanimous 
desire of all, was selected to deliver the inaugural 
address. It was given in the Town Hall, and was one 
of the happiest of his efforts, contrasting most favourably 
with any public utterance of his at any period of his life. 
His theme was the diffusion of knowledge, and the speech, 
like the other annual orations to which it formed the pre- 
lude, was lambent with the most passionate and con- 
suming desire for the exteniion of education and intelli- 
gence. One most important passage, which we present in 
full — important at once historically and autobiographically 
— described the foundaUon and the plan of operations of 
that Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, of 
which, thirty years before, he had been the prime 

founder : — 

About thirty years ago the society was founded for diffusing 
useful knowledge, its object being to bring the different branches of 
science and of literature within the reach of the great bulk of the com- 
munity, by reducing the cost of books, maps, and prints to a very 
moderate scale, and by preparing various works, at once didactic and 
attractive. The committee which carried on these operations consisted 
of sixty persons, among the most eminent in science and literature, 
ancient and modern, with members of the three learned professions, 
and distinguished statesmen. Regular meetings were held to receive 
the reports of sub-committees charged with preparing the various works 
composed either by their own members, or by authors who were em- 
ployed. Every matter was discussed by tlie general committee, both on 
the writings submitted and on the new works to be undertaken. The 
most severe examination had been applied by the sub-committees ; but 
the proof-sheets were further submitted to the whole of the members, 
who had to consider both the substance and the manner of treating it ; 
and even those who on any subject might not feel competent to criticise 
the scientific part, exercised a vigilant superintendence over the style, so 
that errors in composition, and offences against correct, even severe, 
taste were sure to be detected. Now, the great number of our members 
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profiting, moreover, by the commanications of about serenty local 
committees, aad ttie advantage of constant intercourse among the mem- 
bers of the central body, enabled the society, in the twenty years of 
its active operations, to publish not only with unbroken regularity 
treatises twice a month, but various other works not given periodically. 
Above 200 volumes have thus appeared. The circulation of the 
flcientific works frequently reached 25,000, of those in more general 
use 40,000 ; while of the preliminary discourse the circulation was 
100,000, and of the -weekly, or "Penny Magazine,*' it exceeded 
200,000 ; and this gave rise to works of a like description, as did also 
the scientific treatises, so that the effects of the society's labours were 
not circumscribed within the classes amT)ng whom its works circulated. 
And it further had the satisfaction of Ending that the price of books, 
maps, and prints was exceedingly lowered, while their numbers were 
greatly multiplied, and cheap literature was found to be the true 
interest of authors as well as publishers, and was no longer confined 
to light reading, but extended to works of science and art, conducted 
with unremitting attention to the explanation of all technical terms and 
all obscure allusions, and removing whatever other obstructions are found 
in the path of the learner ; so that the youth of humble station could 
no longer be met by those distressing difficulties, both in expense and in 
the want of truly didactic works — difficulties which had before made the 
pursuit of self-education all but hopeless. A still more important service, 
however, was rendered by teaching professional authors and publishers 
that there is a market for true and substantial knowledge among the 
people at large, which, even if they had before suspected its existence, 
they never had felt confident enough to prepare books for it. 

It is impossible within our limits to present even the 
most meagre analysis of this and the succeeding wondrous 
omtions which Brougham delivered at the annual gather- 
ings of the Association. "We can with all confidence refer 
such of our readers as wish to acquaint themselves with 
them in full to the reports of them which are to be found 
in the Transactions of the Association which annually 
appear under the able editorship of Mr. Hastings. 

In the course of his address at Birmingham, Brougham 
stated that he came forward to recommend the A£&<^^:?^s^ 



224 HENBY, LOBD BBOUOHAIL 

tioD and its objects with thorough impartiality, for he 
*'had originally grave doubts of its expediency; and 
when these were entirely removed by a full consideration 
of the subject, he had very much graver doubts whether 
younger and abler men should not fill this chair, and he 
actually named two men now at the head of departments." 
After pleading, " more suo," the paramount importance of 
the moral and political sciences, he urged, as the funds^ 
mental principle of the young Association, the applica- 
tion to certain of its bi'anches of the inductive method, 
hitherto peculiar to natural philosophy. He expressed a 
hope that the *' National '* might rival in popularity and 
usefulness the elder " British Association," and in succes- 
sion vindicated the claims of the departments of Juris- 
prudence and Amendment of the Law, Education, Sanitary 
Reform, Political Economy and Statistics. He pointed 
with congratulation to the encouragement to be derived 
from the success of the Societies for the Diflfusion of 
Useful Knowledge and the Amendment of the Law ; and 
emphatically enlarged upon the important services which 
the Association might render to the Legislature. Mr. 
Hastings, in his manly, cheerful, enthusiastic, and en- 
thusiasm-engendering account of the first meeting of the 
Association, which appears as a preface to the first volume 
of its Transactions, remarks that some present in the 
Birmingham Town Hall were reminded of the oration 
which, thirty-two years previously, Henry Brougham 
delivered in the Senate Hall of the University of 
Glasgow. A few, he says, thought of the words of Sir 
James Macintosh, Brougham's predecessor in the Glasgow 
Lord Rectorship, who, being present at Brougham's in- 
stallation, described him as accomplished in all philosophy 
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guiding example to those who would win fame through 
persevering labour. 

The second annual meeting of the Association was at 
Liverpool. Lord John Russell was elected President of 
the Congress, and delivered as such an inaugural address. 
Brougham again chose for the subject of his address his 
favourite theme — ^the Diffusion of Knowledge. He in- 
cidentally stated many interesting fects, supplementary to 
those furnished the year before, about the Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. He stated that the 
project of issuing the " Penny Magazine " was the happy 
idea of Matthew Davenport Hill, the estimable Recorder 
of Birmingham. Refuting the plausible error that a little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing, he cited interesting inci- 
dents like the following, as evincing the culture which 
even the plates of the " Penny Magazine '* instilled and 
propagated. Lieutenant Drummond, afterwards Under- 
Secretary for Ireland, was employed by the Reform Ad- 
ministration in 1832 as one of the Commissioners for 
settling the boundaries of the new parliamentary borough 
of Manchester. There he found a poor lad, living amid 
all conceivable accompaniments of squalor and poverty, 
who, with the aid of the cheapest and coarsest pigments, 
had made some drawings which evinced considerable 
genius for design. Mr. Drummond learned that his sole 
source of instruction had been the illustrations in the 
magazine. He exerted himself in the youth's behalf, and 
ultimately had the satisfaction of seeing him established 
as a designer to a cotton-printer. Brougham also stated 
that one of our most rising sculptors had received the 
first contagion of the artistic afflatus from the same 
source. Another great trinmph of the magazine was 
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that it drove many vile publications out of existence. 
The Almanack issued by the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge put an end to many silly fortune- 
telling tracts, and shamed the Stationers' Company into 
the abandonment of those which they had previously 
issued. Experience^ however, he admitted, had taught 
that the plan of the " Penny Magazine " was defective in 
one particular : it erred in not sufficiently incorporating 
the elements of amusement and relaxation ; and by its 
total omission of tales, and similar matter appealing to 
the fjBuicy of readers, " It remains," he said, " for others 
engaged in the same good work of promoting the im- 
provement of the people, to carry this plan a step further, 
but a most important step, by preparing cheap periodical 
papers, containing such proportion of works of fiction as 
should attract persons wholly bent upon entertainment 
and reading, without any direct view to useful knowledge." 
He went on to pronounce an eulogium on one who 
was long recognized by Brougham as a worthy and 
sagacious fellow-worker in this great and good work, and 
who preceded the elder dispenser of useful knowledge to 
his rest and reward. No apology is needed for our 
tiunsfereuce of it to these pages : — 

Of one individual, John Cassell, who has taken a leading part, or 
perhaps the most prominent part, in these important proceedings, it is 
fit to mention the name, because he was himself a working man, rose 
by his industry from a most humble station, has constantly lived with 
the working classes, and has the most complete knowledge of their 
habits and their tastes from daily unreserved intercourse with them. 

At the Congress held at Edinburgh, in 1863, 

Brougham recurred still more fully to the educational 

efforts with which the names of Mr. Cassell and his 

partners were and are identified : — 
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The circulation of cheap works is now enormous, and the low 
price marvellous, as, for instance, the various publications of our 
worthy colleague, Mr. CasselL He and his partners, Messrs. Petter 
and Galpin, have invested a large capital in the most important and 
philanthropic business, and it is to be hoped that they may soon 
receive their just reward in the return of it. Their "Educator," 
"Quiver," and "Pilgrim's Progress" have been well-nigh finished. 
Of their "Bible" 212 weekly numbers have appeared; the price is a 
penny, and for this are given eight pages quarto of letterpress, and five 
really beautiful prints. The number sold is 800,000, and thus, when 
it is completed, there will be circulated no less than 63,000,000 of the 
weekly numbers. The sacrifice made, it is devoutly to be hoped, may 
be only temporary ; and in contemplating the circulation of this and 
the other works just mentioned, Mr. Cassell and his partners may well 
say that they have converted every poor man's house into a school of 
moral and religious instruction. These are great things, on which the 
friends of social science may rejoice as having been done of late years 
for the advantage, moral as well as material, of the people, and 
especially of the middle and working classes. 

Bradford was the town selected for the third Con- 
ference of the Association. In June, 1858, Brougham 
had been elected perpetual President by the Council, 
and requested to deliver annually a review of the opera- 
tions of the body and of the progress of social science 
generally. From this date, therefore, 1859, commenced 
that succession of extraordinarily comprehensive dis- 
courses with which our readers are familiar, and which 
will be of the highest value in future ages as "annual 
registers" of progress in England. In this year he 
luminously touched, among many other topics, the 
growing interest indicated by foreign countries, even 
Russia, in the deliberations of the Association; the 
adulteration of food ; the deficiencies of the Public 
Health Act of 1857; quarantine; woi^ouse manage- 
ment; judicial statistics; the half- holiday movft\s^<»i^\ 
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savings banks; intemperance — ^this year being memor- 
able as the first in which Brougham gave in his adhesion 
to the principle of " permissive " legislation against the 
traffic in strong drinks. A glowing passage referred to 
physical discovery in its bearing npon social problems. 
Touching philosophically, in passing, npon current 
political discussions, and especially npen the movement 
for further extension of the franchise, he denounced 
bribery at elections, if possible, with more than his 
wonted intensity of detestation, and especially stigma- 
tised the briber. Having referred to an apologue which 
he had on a former occasion used in illusti-ation of the 
guilt of those who invested their capital in slave-trading 
adventures, and who would have shrunk back from the 
horrors in that infernal traffic, but who were really as 
much guilty of piracy and murder as the wretches 
actually engaged in it, he proceeded to the following 
burst of honest indignation : — 

These are greater crimes than the propagation of immorality and 
perjury throughout the community ; but tlie relation of the principal 
and the agent is the same ; and the former is equally guilty, though 
of a somewhat lesser offenco ; I say somewhat lesser, for I never 
shall forget tliB exclamation of an honest and experienced judge, the 
late Mr. Justice Williams, in conversation with Lord Denman and 
myself, that he felt a horror at seeing perjury committed before his 
eyes, only to be surpassed by the sight of murder. On our expressing 
a doubt wliether he did not rate too high a degree of guilt unhappily 
too often incurred — "No/' said he, "and that only increases my 
horror of it ; but were it confined to a single instance, what shall we 
say of his crime who deliberately calls upon the Almighty Judge of all 
the world to witness and to punish his falsehood?" What would this 
honest and learned judge have felt on seeing scores of men who had 
already voted, driven up by the zeal of an unscrupulous election agent, 
and again tendering their votes with the solemn oath that they had 
not polled before ; and all for the purpose of gaining time that ex- 
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peeled voters miglit arrive before tlie close — ^the books of the poll-cIer1<s 
making it certain that their second votes could not be received ; or 
what woald have been^ his feelings had he seen the inhabitants of a 
town, filled with his old Yorkshire clients, generally and habitually 
selling their votes for a price, and with their minds made up, after 
having received it, to swear upon the Gospel of God that they had got 
neither reward nor promise of reward from any person whatever ? 

, He said he would have bribery made a misdemeanor. 
" For," said he, *4t is clear that candidates and their 
agents, whom no dread of defeat or expense can restrain, 
will shrink from the hazard of an infamous punishment 
when they see the tread wheel as ^ well as the House of 
Commons at the end of the vista which leads from the 
hustings." 

In 1860 the social reformers for the first time 
crossed the Tweed. At Glasgow, Brougham, and his 
" collaborateurs " received an almost tumultuously hos- 
pitable welcome in that truly vigorous and warm^hearted 
British city. In his address Brougham did not fail 
gracefully to refer to the lustre which the names of 
such men as Hutcheson, Adam Smith, Black, and Watt 
had shed over the great manufacturing and trading 
emporium on the Clyde. A remarkably felicitous inno- 
vation was here introduced, in the shape of a mass- 
meeting of working men^ all trade delegates admitted 
by tickets, and all friendly to the objects of the Associa- 
tion, This last fact was further proved by another 
wise innovation — the presence of a large number 
of trades' union representatives at, and their participa- 
tion in, the discussions in the fifth, or Social Economy 
section of the Conference. Eclat was also shed over 
the deliberations this year by the presence of many 
sympathetic representatives from foreign Chambers 
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of Commerce, including men so distinguisHed as MM. 
Desmarest and Gamier Pages. In his addre^ Brougham 
was especially, and humorously, severe upon the painful 
sluggishness of Parliamentary procedure in the direction 
of social and other reform. He quoted an anecdote 
related in his " Apothegms by Bacon," a philosopher with 
whose writings his mind may be, without exaggeration, 
said to have been saturated. Popham, Speaker of the 
House of Commons in Queen Elizabeth's reign, being 
asked by Her Majesty — " Now, Mr. Speaker, what hath 
passed in the Commons' House?" replied, "If it please 
your Majesty, seven weeks." Six profitless months of 
so-called Parliamentary action had, said Brougham, been 
wasted in this year. Beferring to the then approaching 
election of an American President, in succession to Mr. 
Buchanan, Brougham showed his perfect apprehension 
of the unmistakable issue involved. It was, whether 
American slavery was for the future to be regarded as 
national and universal, or as only sectional, and sanctioned 
merely by the law of particular districts. This year was 
specially memorable as the first in which Brougham ex- 
pressed his approval of the principle of co-operation ; and 
a large division of his address consisted of a commendatoiy 
description of the Rochdale " Equitable Pioneers." 

In 1861, the peripatetic reformers crossed St. Greorge's 
Channel, and held their meeting at Dublin. Brougham 
' expressed his congi^atulatious at the repeal of the paper 
duty, having in the previous year designated the resist- 
ance of the Peers to its abolition by the Commons, as 
within the letter of the law, but opposed to the best 
interests of the community. Words of congratulation 
were also foithcoming about the emancipation of the 
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Eussian serfs, and the partial accompUshment of ItaUan 
unity. Again he advocated the Permissive Bill, and, 
reviewing the first stage of the civil war in America, 
expressed the following wish : — 

We should ill represent the friends of the science we cultivate if 
we did not Inreathe an earnest hope for the termination of a civil war, 
the real origin of which has been the disappointment of faction in the 
thirst for places, and which, as if to make it more respectable and 
more amiable, has assumed as its avowed principle the perpetration 
and extension of slavery, now for the first time declared to be a good 
in itself. Surely, without offence to either party in this lamentable 
contest, we may breathe a wish that the least of the war^s evils, its 
heavy expense, were bestowed upon the redemption of the coloured 
race, upon the amicable removal of the greatest obstruction that exists 
to American prosperity, the greatest blot that rests upon the American 

name. 

• 

The association chose the metropolis of the empire 
as its place of meeting for 1862. The Guildhall and its 
adjacent chambers were assigned them by the City Cor- 
poration for their deliberations ; but Lord Brougham's 
address was delivered in the larger and more appropriate 
arena of Exeter Hall. Among other subjects touched 
and adorned by him may be specially mentioned his 
warm 'eloge on Prince Albert, who died shortly after the 
termination of the Dublin conference ; an expression of 
regret at Prussia's departure from a liberal policy; 
warm congratulations tendered to the young kingdom 
of Italy ; a high eulogium on the Government of Pre- 
sident Lincoln for its concession of the right of search 
in cases of suspected slave-trading, which he regarded as 
the crown and culmination of the blows struck through- 
out the century against the Slave Trade; and a most 
tender-hearted reference to the long-suffering patience of 
the poverty-stricken cotton operatives of Lancashire. 
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Encouraged hj the warmth of the reception which 
they had met at Glasgow in 1863, the social reformers 
again migrated to the north of the Tweed ; this time 
litly choosing their President's natal city. In Edinburgh, 
all bodies, municipal, academic, and professional^ vied 
with each other in doing honour to their honoured and 
honourable guests. The old Parliament House, whose 
oaken floor sixty years before the youthful advocate 
Henry Brougham had trodden, and to whose forensic 
honours and judicial prizes he had preferred the 
nobler "gaudia et certamina" of Westminster Hall, 
was accorded, along with its adjacent law courts, for 
their sectional meetings. Fbr the larger gatherings the 
Assembly Hall^of the National Church was allocated. 
The professors of the University invited the members 
to a conversazione in the noble X5ollege library., Tlie 
directors of the National Gallery of the Arts and the 
fellows of the College of Surgeons showed similar 
hospitalities ; and Brougham addressed a mass meeting 
of artisans in the Music Hall — ^an arena redolent of 
the eloquence of Cockburn, the friend of his youth ; 
Macaulay, the ministerial colleague of his full maturity, 
and Guthrie, a worthy and equal coadjutor in that 
benign work of social reform which engaged aud glorified 
the days of his hoary and honoured old age. To make 
the line accessories and accompaniments of this gather- 
ing in the modern Athens complete, royalty itself was 
represented, in the person of the youthful and gallant 
Prince Alfred, who was then resident in Edinburgh, and 
attending the University. In his address, chronicling 
the necrology of the preceding year, and especially de- 
ploring the deaths of his esteemed colleagues, Sir James 
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Stephen and Sir Benjamin Brodie, Brougham gravely and 
reverently said : — 

When our feelings, mine especially, are touched by the blank 
which surrounds us, it is our duty to submit, bui it is also my con- 
solation, at least, that separation from those we have loved and lost is 
drawing fast to a close. I may well say with Cicero when he was 
younger by a quarter of a century : ''Me ipse consolabar, existimans 
non longinquum inter nos digressum et discessum fore.'* 

This elevated attitude, this dwelling on the evan- 
escence of mortality and the infinitely abounding conso- 
lation of the surety of a never-ending life beyond the 
grave, would seem to have taken unusually firm hold of 
Brougham in the preparation of this year's address. It 
was, indeed, its key-note and "motive." In his con- 
cluding sentences he recurred to it, the following fine 
passage forming his weighty, solemn, and solemnising 
peroration : — 

An Association like ours would have been deemed vain, or puerile, 
or absurd, by the ancient sages ; but so would they have had no belief 
in the merits and the services of the philanthropist — nay, been unable 
to comprehend them, nor imagine how virtue 

** —saw her Howard traversing the globe. 
Onward he moves ! disease and death retire ! 
And murmuring demons hate him, and admire.*' 

(DcLrwin.) 

Those ancients, indeed, have told us what was their idea of happiness 
in the Isles of the Blessed, where they conceived the lot of the wise to 
be— that, freed from all care, their whole existence would be passed 
in investigation, and gaining a knowledge of Nature. How they would 
have pitied, if not despised us, when told that, without undervaluing 
the pleasures of extended knowledge, we yet regarded it as the greatest 
happiness which Heaven could bestow, to be graciously allowed the 
solace of looking down upon the scene of our earthly labours, and 
seeing with eyes which age and sorrow can make dim no more, the 
great body of those for whom we had toiled and suffered exalted by the 
possession and by the right use of the gifts we had helped to bestow 1 
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Some unhappily there be who will not permit us to indulge in such 
hopes; who believe — at leasts maintain — ^that our death and oar 
extinction happen together. . . . The promoters of Social Science 
regard such errors with contempt, only softened by pity. Theirs is the 
belief held, theirs the hope cherished, by Hale, and Bacon, and Locke, 
and Newton — ^belief in the ** King Eternal, Immortal, and TnTisible, 
the only Wise Gk>d " — ^hope inspired by the study of His works^ and 
confirmed by His revealed Word. 

The two succeeding conferences — ^that of 1864 at 
York, and of 1865 at Sheffield — we can do no more than 
mention. We only cull, on account of its important 
biographical value, the following sentence from the York 
inaugural address. 

Of the honours and distinctions with which a long life has been 
blessed, the very highest must ever be reckoned my election to represent 
Yorkshire, the last time that it was fated to choose members for the whole 
undivided province ; and there still live those my colleagues in office, 
who know how bitter was the pang of exchanging that proud position 
for the highest office in the State — how reluctantly the step was taken, 
how firm the determination of refusal, and to what urgent remon- 
strances submission was yielded. 

At this Congress, Brougham paid a touching tribute 
to the memory of his old rival, Lord Lyndhurst, whose 
talents were arrayed against him on the Queen's trial, 
and on scores of occasions in both Houses of Parliament. 
Lyndhurst was one of the illustrious dead of the preceding 
year. Brougham stated that the New Testament had 
been the constant companion, and its Divine utterances 
the solace, of his last days. 

Brougham died a widower and childless. A story 
was current some years ago that he was disappointed in 
the object of his first love. The following narrative, 
extracted from a biography of Brpugham, under the date 




eOClAL SCIENCE — ^LAST DATS. 235 

of 1840, we present literally as we find it^ without at all 
Touching for its accuracy : — 

To those who are in the habit of attending the debates in the 
House of Lords, the bickerings which occur between the Marquis of 
Londonderry and Lord Brougham, and the bitterness with which the 
ex-Lord Ctiancellor is in the habit of attacking the noble Marquis, have 
frequently proved a source of amusement, both to the peers in the 
body of the House, and the more humble auditors assembled upon 
suflferance in the gallery ; and many of the latter, not in the secret, 
have expressed, their astonishment at the rancour apparently engen- 
dered, as they supposed, by a difference in political opinion between 
these noble opponents. Such, however, is not the origin of that species 
of opposition which displays itself between them. They are now rivals 
in the arena of politics ; but, if report speaks truth, tney have formerly 
been rivals in the field of love, and on that occasion the noble Marquis 
was the successful competitor. Early in life, it is said, Mr. Brougham 
was counsel, on some occasion, for the late Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor, 
who was the guardian of Lady Vane Tempest. The lady had a 
splendid fortune, and Mr. Taylor, influenced by friendship for his 
yoimg, learned, and eloquent friend, determined that the hand and 
fortune of his lovely and wealthy ward should be the reward of his 
transcendent talent. The mother of Lady Vane Tempest had, 
however, formed other views for her daughter ; she had selected for a 
son-in-law the gallant Sir Charles Stuart, then a favourite at Court, the 
brother of the ^influential Minister of the Crown (Castlereagh), and the 
representative of his Sovereign at the Court of Vienna. The young 
lady, on this occasion, appears to have agreed in opinion with her 
mamma — ^rather an extraordinary coincidence, perhaps, but such was 
the fact. The interposition of the Lord Chancellor was prayed by the 
ladies, and Lord Eldon, after a sufScient time devoted to doubting, 
found the balance of his opinion inclining to the side of beauty and 
valour. He determined in favour of the gallant soldier, and against 
the special pleader. Mr. M. A. Taylor lost his ward, but his friend 
had a more severe cause of regret against this decision — ^he was deprived 
both of the lady and her fortune. The recollection of days gone by 
may be bitter, but revenge is said to be sweet. Lord Brougham may, 
perchance, feel this gratification when he, by the force of his eloquence 
and his satire, makes the Marquis of Londonderry pay the debt of 
obligation incurred by Sir Charles Stuart 
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We leave our readers to attach what amount of 
credence they choose to the above, merely remarking 
that we extract the passage from a source which we have 
discovered to be on the whole trustworthy ; and that we 
have learned that the story was prevalent, and believed 
to be a true one in many quarters, some thirty or forty 
years ago. We have already chronicled in its proper place 
incur narrative the marriage of Lord Brougham, in 1819, 
to Mary Anne, eldest daughter of Thomas Eden, Esq., 
niece of Lords Auckland and Henley, and widow of 
Colonel Spalding. The issue of this marriage consLsted 
only of two daughters. One, Sarah Eleanor, died very 
young; the other, Eleanor Louisa, had just reached 
woman's estate when she too was taken. She died at 
Brighton, in the nineteenth year of her age, on the 4th 
of December, 1 839. The remains of this beloved daughter 
were deposited in that part of Lincoln's Inn which was 
then enclosed, and appointed for the burial of the dead. 
This was said to be the only instance on record of the 
interment of a female in the burying-place of Lincoln's 
Inn. It had been previously exclusively preserved for 
the resting-place of the benchers of the Inn. Lord 
Brougham made an application for permission to have 
Jiis daughter buried there, accompanied by a statement 
that it was his intention to be buried in the same grave 
himself. A special meeting of the council of benchers 
was called, to take the application into consideration. 
They unanimously agreed that the privilege asked for 
should be granted. This was justly regarded as a mark 
of the highest respect and esteem in which Lord Brougham 
could possibly be held by this learned body; for Lord 
Erskine had applied to the same tribunal to have his 
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wife buried in the same place, but, though ho was also a 
bencher of the Inn, his request was not granted. 

Twenty-five years after Lord Brougham and his wife 
were thus rendered childless, Lady Brougham herself 
being in her seventy-eighth year, died, as her daughter 
had died, at Brighton, on the 12th day of January, 1865. 
The patent of peerage which had been in ordinary course 
granted by King William to Henry Brougham and the 
heirs male of his body, was graciously, in the year 1859, 
enlarged by Queen Victoria. The succession was ex- 
tended to Lord Brougham's next surviving brother, Mr. 
William Brougham, the father of at least one youthful 
son. In all human probability, therefore, the dis- 
tinguished barony of Brougham and Vaux will be per- 
petuated to future ages. May none of its inheritors ever 
soil or sully it, or cause the descendants of Brougham's 
contemporaries to regret one of the most gracious acts of 
the reign of the best woman who ever ruled over England 
and her imperial dependencies. 

In the year 1864^ M. Berryer, one of the most 
distinguished advocates of Europe in the nineteenth, or 
in any, century, was the guest for some time of his 
friend Lord Brougham, in Grafton Street. The bar of 
England took occasion of the presence of Berryer to 
entertain him at a complimentary banquet. It took 
place in the fine old hall of the Middle Temple, on the 
evening of the 8th of November* There had not been 
held such a gathering of the legal profession within the 
memory of the oldest member of it. Sir Alexander 
Cockbum, the eloquent Chief Justice of the Queen's 
Bench, presided. Lord Brougham was present, and 
among other distinguished invited guests was Mr. Gladr 
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stone, who eulogised the forensic profession as the last 
palladium and shelter of liberty in lands otherwise com- 
pletely submerged under the black flood of political 
slavery. Brougham, replying to the toast of the House 
of Lords, said that 

He had always the greatest pleasure in meeting the members of the 
noble profession to which they all belonged, but especially on the 
present occasion, when tbey were assembled to do honour to one of its 
greatest ornaments. He should not liken M. Berryer to any of the 
great orators of classic times, but to ^one greater than them all — 
our own Erskine — one of the greatest adrocates, perhaps, the world 
ever saw — and with whom M. Berryer might be fairly put in rivalry. 
In both of them he had remarked that faculty of conducting cases 
with perfect skill and matchless eloquence ; and in both, above all, he 
had noted that indomitable courage which, in the interests of their 
clients, quailed neither before Kings, nor Courts, nor Judges. ... In 
this country the administration of justice depended principally. on the 
purity of the judges ; but next, on the prudence, the discretion, and the 
courage of the advocate ; and no greater misfortune could befal the ad- 
ministration of justice than an infringement of the independence of the 
Bar, or the lack of courage of our advocates. 

On the following day, it being Lord Mayor's Day, 
great eclat was given to the banquet at the Guildhall by 
the presence of the two old men eloquent, Berryer and 
Brougham. Both were rapturously received, and toasted 
with acclamation. It was Brougham's lot to reply, in 
conjunction with Earl Granville, for "the House of 
Lords." He proudly referred to the fact in his reply, 
that he had been a citizen of London for nearly half a 
century. And he was proud of the event which was the 
cause of his being enrolled a citizen. " It was," said he, 
" my having, in the discharge of my professional duty, 
resisted all the force of a powerful — I will not say cor- 
rupt — but powerful and unscrupulous Court, and having 
by that resistance defeated their project of ruining a 
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highly-connected individuaL" A dissolution of Parlia- 
ment being generally expected in the course of the 
ensuing year, Brougham forgot not to repeat his oft' 
reiterated denunciation of bribery, and adjured the City 
to remain staunch and true to the good old example of 
purity which she had continuously set. 

Eighteen hundred and sixty-six was the last year of 
Brougham's Presidency of the Social Science Association. 
The infirmities of his great age compelled his resignation, 
and the Earl of Shaftesbury was appropriately elected in 
his stead. Brougham delivered some part -of the in- 
augural address in the department of Law and Jurispru- 
dence, but most of his manuscript was read to the 
members of the Conference, which met this year at Man- 
chester, by Mr. Hastings. The Congress met immedi- 
ately after the victories of Koniggratz and Sadowa con- 
cluded the deadly Seven Weeks* War between Prussia 
and Austria. The following startling sentences were 
those with which Brougham's address concluded : — 

Mankind will never be free from the scourge of war until they leam 
to call things by their proper names^ to give crimes the same epithets 
whatever outward form they may assume, and to regar«l with equal 
abhorrence the conqueror who slakes his thirst of dominion with the 
blood of his fellow-creatures^ and the more vulgar criminal who is exe- 
cuted for taking the life of a wajrfaring man that he may seize upon 
his purse. While men will fight and slay their tens of thousands, the 
crime of murder on the largest scale must go on, unpunished and un- 
repented. Yes, unpunished in this world. But our Heavenly Father, 
bestowing freewill on his creatures, hath declared them accountable 
for its abuse ; and, administering justice in mercy towards the numbers 
deceived or compelled into blood-guiltiness, he condemns those who 
betrayed or forced them as their accomplices or their instruments to 
the unspeakable and enduring torments of hell. 

In forwarding to his friend Berryer a copy of the ad- 
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dress of which these words formed the conclusion, 
Brougham thus wrote : — 

Cannes, Dec. 28. My dear and illustrious " confrere/' I aend yon 
the report of the discourse which I delivered at the Manchester Con- 
gress ; and, as it was in my eighty-eighth year, Ub is almost certain that 
I shall not deliver another. On taking leave of the public, I thought 
it incumbent on me to express my sentiments against wars, and 
against those great murderers of whom the Emperor Napoleon I. was 
the most guilty, fiut I have added that his nephew. Napoleon III., 
has great merit for his declarations against war. My indignation 
against those murderers was accompanied by my scorn for the folly of 
those who encouraged them by their applause. Accept the assurance 
of my sincere friendship. — H. Brougham. 

In still other capacities Brougham, in his extreme 
old age, was much before the public; presiding as 
Lord Rector over the (academically) first enfranchised 
members of his own University ; again presiding over a 
meeting of affiliated Mechanics' Institutions in the north ; 
inaugurating the statue of Sir Isaac !N'ewton at Gran- 
tham ; appearing frequently at meetings partaking more 
or less of the character of demonstrations, convened by 
the vigilant few who keep watch over the remnants of 
slavery and the trade in men. Add to these avocations 
the reading of an occasional paper on optics or some 
kindred science before the French Institute, and the 
supervision of the publication of a new edition of his 
works ; and some idea may be formed of the activity of 
his octogenarian age. Almost until the end, age hardly 
J seemed to touch him. His mind remained vigorous and 
elastic, and time dealt gently with his body. True, his 
voice could no longer compass the clangorous tone and 
\ not altogether unmelodious shriek which were, in earlier 
years, the vehicle of his eloquence ; but his hair, though 
venerable in its whiteness, yet hung — a very matted 
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thatch— over his brow, and he was as agile as many men 
of half his age. 

The following pen-and-ink portrait of the man and 
his personal belongings, executed by Mr. Francis a few 
years since, may be guaranteed to be as accurate and life- 
like as it is vivid and vivacious : — 

In the vulgar acceptation of the word. Lord Brougham is daringly 
eccentric. In free countries it is not permitted to men to differ from 
their neighbours, except in very slight and imperceptible shades. 
Custom out-tyrannises absolutism. In France or in Germany one may 
do as one likes, because society is ground down by a ruthless despotism ; 
but in England, do as you like if you dare I Lord Brougham, it seems, 
chooses to do as he likes. After a long day of arduous labour, he 
prefers a walk to a ride ; and if his blood wants circulating, he walks fast; 
when he speaks he speaks aloud, having been used to do so, as a matter 
of business, all his life ; if his hands be cold, he puts them in his pockets ; 
though fashions change for the benefit of tailors, Lord Brougham sticks 
(as many a north countryman has done before him) to the check in the 
plaid; not being particular about hats, he does not wear his stuck 
perpendicularly on the top of his head, like an inverted chimney-pot^ 
but lets it go aslant on the back, a practice less painful to his forehead ; 
being naturally of an ardent and excitable temperament, he uses much v^ 
gesticulation in talking — about as much as a Frenchman would require 
to tell you it is a fine day ; in short, Lord Brougham commits divers 
offences against the leaden sovereignty of custom, all which are 
peculiarly shocking in a peer. Being, too, naturally of an affable and 
sociable disposition, he fraternises quickly with those for whom he 
takes fk liking, and spouts out his thoughts and feelings, instead of 
filtering them, as your grave ones do. He is in the world and of the 
world ; a fast friend ; the gayest and wittiest of companions ; the most 
enjoying and the most enjoyable ; a patriarch in experience and sagacity, 
but a schoolboy in freshness of feeling. He is a man, not an embodied 
abstraction. He is odd, unique, ** bizarre '' — anything but eccentric ; 
for there is not a man among us who has his " aplomb," or whose moral 
and mental centres of gravity more firmly point the violent oscillations 
and gyrations of his passionate energy. 

The last hour arrived almost imperceptibly. In th<^ 
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genial climate of Cannes the venerable old man enjoyed 
life to the very last. With methodical regularity he 
drove out in his carriage every afternoon, returning home 
to dinner between five and six o'clock. About nine he 
usually retired to rest, and slept till the early dawn. 
On Thursday night, May 7th, 1868, Lord Brougham laid 
him down for the last time. One of the servants looked 
in, as usual, shortly afterwards, but no human service 
could ever more avail the aged peer. The spirit had 
passed away while the body reposed, calmly and tranquilly, 
without pain or r^ret. On the 19 th September Lord 
Brougham would have completed his ninetieth year. 

Brougham was a voluminous author. Of his works 
on subjects of abstract science, the present writer does 
not profess competence to judge, and it is enough, there- 
fore, to say that those who can estimate them, accord to 
them a fair, but by no means exaggerated, tribute of 
commendation. His critical essays in the Edinburgh 
Review^ while the range of their themes proved, in a 
certain degree, the wideness of the reviewer's knowledge, 
indicated to a still larger extent the self-reliant con- 
fidence he entertained in his own powers. As criticisms, 
they are not infrequently tinged with unfairness; but, 
for the most part, they display a really judicial intellect, 
impartially and fairly exercised. In these, and in his 
other writings, Brougham pays no heed to style. T^e 
vices of oratory, and the literary taint which most 
lawyers derive from the documents proper to their pro- 
fession, co-operated to injure Brougham's style as a 
writer. But though cumbrous and involved, he is never 
confused himself ; and for the reader, it is impossible to 
mistake his meaning. The stream is troubled, but it is 
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clear ; its surface is rough and uneven, but it fails not 
accurately to reflect whatever overshadows it. In hisy 
great speeches — at least in the great and laboured por- 
tions of them — ^it is evident that Brougham paid much / 
attention to his style, but to the style of his thought, and 
the fitness and apportionment of his illustrations ; not, as{ 
it seems to us, to the mere ordering and choice of words. . 
A quick flow of unexpected antitheses is not, we believe, ' 
the possible product of extemporary oratory, even when 
the mind of the speaker is in that white heat which is 
BO productive — often to the surprise of the orator more 
than the auditory— of splendid images and excellently 
devised arguments. Where, then, such passages occur, 
there must have been in the study — labour, care, rejection, 
choice, re-arrangementj finish. But it was, we believe, "^ 
the order of the thought and its illustrations, which was \ 
elaborated and finished; and to the words there was 
given no other heed than that •they should correctly ex- 
press the thought. 

As a speaker — ^for we have drifted into the criticism of 
his oratory, intending merely to illustrate his written by 
his spoken words — Br ougham was ex tremely unequal. 
Hia mediocre Bpeechea-t-all but those which are really 
great-^re the dullest and the heaviest reading. In all 
his speeches, however, the same method may be observed. 
He invariably commenced with jthe careful and ample 
statements of the general principles he meant to apply to 
his mijoox. argument. This preface often seemed quite 
irrelevant to the subject of debate; but when in a 
moment he bounded from generals to particulars, and 
seized upon the marrow of the question, the relevancy of 
every preceding word became clear iio ^ \^ w^SoiM^ts** 
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vHifl speeclies were simply inteUectual ; he never tried to 
be winning and persuasive. If he neared this field, his 
instinctive sense apprised him of the awkwardness of his 
gait^ and he retired to the regions of logic, invective, 
and sarcasm. Once the position he attacked was brought 
by him under fire, he never stopped till it was battered 
ydown. He^^enewtlly stuck to -the-aaitt© breach, and he 
- escaped the error of, probably, the majority of controver- 
sialists, who weaken each several argument by the multi- 
plicity of the others, and make their hearers believe that 
they would not use so many did not the weakness of each 
seek support from the rest. Brougham showed that he 
knew that one missile well shot home is worth a hundred 
handled and then laid aside. His manner of speaking 
^^ was in the highest degr ee energetic, earnest, and viva- 
ijious. He was most vivacious and self-possessed when he 
stood most alone, as when he spoke in the Reform times 
to the Peers, of whom he could not say that one man 
loved him, and of whom he knew that the great majority 
ardently detested him. He possessed that most useful 
natural weapon to the orator of attack, as distinguished^ 
from the orator of persuasion — thefaculty of easy angerJ 
It was real in his case, but often only t emporary . It 
served his purpose none the less eiTectually, and wsk 
at as ready command as are the tears of some women. 
He always "blew up" his opponent. Everything in 
which he did not beli£ve_jncensed^ him. He was HOt 
like many of the greatest human reformers, a man of 
one idea, brooding over it, and seeing mankind in the 
light only of his own special project of amelioration. 
Brougham was the furious paladin of all progress. He 
did not care which combatant came on. With enough 
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of misanthropy to be philanthrophical, he personified 
in his opponent of the moment all the vices of the 
system he upheld, and struck at him with zeal according. 
One error of his speeches was, that th ey were fre - 
quently crowded with wearying details ; another was that 
he used mu ch superfluous force . There was a want of 
repose. He fought pigmies and giants with the same 
club, always vociferating the same loud wai>cry. He 
" fired a cannon against a sparrow." Among the minor 
merits ofhis oratoi^, the absence of all finical tenden- 
cies and dilettanteism is most noticeable and admirable* 
Whatever else, he was always healthily rough, manly, 
and sensible. V 

We return to what Brougham has written. In 1844 
a novel was published, entitled (we think) "Albert 
Lunel; or, the Chateau of Languedoc." It was with- 
drawn from sale after a few' 'days' circulation. It is 
believed that Brougham wrote it. We think there can 
be no doubt of it ; for we know that Lord Jeffrey, who 
was most likely to be correctly informed, had it bound 
uniformly with the works of his friend, and set beside 
them in his library. Brougham showed a great interest 
in physical science. This was natural, for he reached 
maturity just when physical science, as patiently and 
inductively cultivated by the modems, was opening upon 
the gaze of man. Brougham was much the better for his 
knowledge of nature. Physics did not make him materia- 
listic or hard-headed, as their study is materialising and 
hardening so many labourers in this field, younger by 
scores of years than Brougham. He had too much know- 
ledge of men, too much human sympathy, for this effect 
to be produced. He applied his knowled^<a ^ ^JtA ^x^g?i.- 
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ments of natural theology. He edited and annotated 
Paley, we think not very successfully ; nevertheless, the 
annotator seems to us as well worth reading as the anno- 
tated. His works on political philosophy and the con- 
stitution of England, are sound, but do not seem to us 
to be remarkable either for excellence or originality. 
He wrote at least one history — ^that of " England under 
the House of Lancaster." In this book he is absolutely, 
and without the shadow of a bias, dispassionate and 
judicial Would that every chapter of Hume were as 
well and as impartially re-written I But the historic 
integrity of a Brougham is as rare as the partialities of 
a Froude and a Macaulay are plentiful But it is as a 
biographical memoirist that Brougham, as a writer, merits 
the highest praise. His work on the philosophers and 
men of science of the reign of George III. is a most valu- 
able book ; his memoirs of the statesmen of the same era 
is, in our firm belief, the best political history of the reign 
in existence. And as regards those of the statesmen 
with whom Brougham himself came in contact and in 
conflict, the portraitures are impartial, appreciative, and 
most obviously life-like. Were we to enumerate 
Brougham's pamphlets, avowed and anonymous, and 
authorised reports of his speeches, we should fill the 
space occupied by this chapter by their mere catalogue. 

What was the character, and what the amount, of 
Brougham's greatness, we shall not pretend to decide. 
/ That he was an extraordinary man is obvious enough, if 
from nothing else, from this j he studied as much as 
most students who have lived in his time ; he wrote 
as much as the majority of contemporary writers; no 
man contemporary with him, in all probability, spoke 
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more than Brougham; we doubt if any man did, or 
effected, so much as he. ) The difference between Eng- 
land and the law of England fffby years ago — using 
the term " law " in its broadest sense, as including all 
that can be legislated about — and between the England 
and the law of England of to-day, can be more largely \/^ 
explained by what Brougham did, than by what any 
other one man ever did. 

He was the true representatire of his time. He 
and his age kept step all along. Frequently &r ahead 
of the general average of the line of progress, he was 
seldom far behind. He represented the age in its 
strength and in its weakness — ^in its versatile many- 
sidedness, in its self-preserved restlessness, in its reliant 
pertinacity of pursuit, in its strong faith in the future, in 
its equally strong Mth in its own capacity to realise the 
future of its aspiration. Brougham the octogenarian was 
as young as any other Englishman. He was no nearer 
the horizon of aspiration and endeavour which seemed to 
mark the limit of his journey at its outset, than when he 
started. To the future he ever pointed, though no man 
living could so excusably repose upon the past. The 
worthiest legacy he has left behind him, is the precept to 
continue the arduous itinerary in which he travelled so 
&r and so long, but in which he never till the end became 
footsore or faint. 
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found among the many volumes of exploratory travel which have 
appeared of late years.** — Westminster Review, 

The Royal Gallery of Kings and Queens, 

EmbellUhed with Portraits of our English Sovereigns. 
Beautifully printed on Toned Paper, and very handsomely 
bound in cloth, crown 8vo . • • » ^:^ 



0ASSELV8 8ELE0T BOOKS FOB TOUITa FEOFLB. 
Tke Family Picture History of England. 

From the Earliest Period to the Reign of Her Majesty 

Queen Victoria. Crown 4to, bound in embellished 

boards - - - - - "3s. 6d. 

Bound in cloth, extra gilt - • * 5& 

Famous Events in General History. 

Illustrated by a number of beautiful Engravings^ and written 
with a special view to interest and instruct Young People. 
Crown 4to, in an embellished wrapper - - 3s. 6d. 

Bound in cloth, extra gilt • - " 5s« 

Remarkable Persons and Scenes of History. 

Illustrated throughout with full-page Engravings. Fancy 
boards - - - - - - 3 s. 61I. 

Bound in cloth, extra gilt - • - 5s. 

TJie Bible Picture Story Book. 

Beautifully Illustrated throughout, and written in a simple 
style, to interest Children in Bible Narratives and Charac- 
ters. The Old Testament, crown 4to, in embellished 
boards - - - - - • 3s. 6d. 

Bound in cloth, extra gilt • - • 5s. 

The Bible Picture Story Book. 

The New Testament, uniform with the above - 3s. 6d. 
Bound in cloth, extra gilt - - ' 5s. 

The Bible Picture Story Book. 

The Old and New Testaments together, in One hand- 
some Volume, bound in cloth gilt - - 7s. 6d. 
Fully coloured throughout - • - 15s. 



THREE SHILLING AND SIXPENNY 

SERIES. 

{Fifty-six different Volumes in the Series,) 



Men who liave Risen : A Book for Boys. Eight 

Illustrations. i2mo, cloth gilt - - - 3s. 6d. 

Women of Worth: A Book for Girls. Eight 

Illustrations. l2mo, cloth gilt • - - 3s. 6<) 



OASSELL'S SELEOT BOOKS FOB YOUVa PEOPLE. 
The Boy Crusaders, By the late J. G. Edgar, 

Author of **Boy Princes," &c. Eight Illustrations. i2mo, 
cloth gilt • • - - - -3s. 6d. 

Friendly Hands and Kindly Words, Eight 

lUustrations. i2mOy cloth gilt • - - 5s. 6d. 

Roses and Thorns; or, Tales of the Start in Life. 

Eight Illustrations. i2mo» cloth gilt - - 3s. 6<L 

The Sea and her Famous Sailors, Eight Illus- 
trations. l2mo, cloth gilt - • • 3$. 6d. 

ETC. ETC. ETC. 



TWO SHILLING AND SIXPENNY BOOKS. 



The Little Warringtons. By Anna J. Buck- 
land. Eight Illustrations. l2mo, cloth gilt - 2s. 6d. 

Mammds New Bible Stories^ from the Old and 

New Testaments, By Emily G. Nesbitt. Eight Illus- 
trations. i2mo, cloth gilt - - - 2s. 6d. 

Home Sketches; or, Who are the Happy Ones ? 

Eight Illustrations - - - - 2s. 6d, 

The Knights of the Red Cross: Seven Alle- 
gorical Stories. By Richard John Shields. Illustrated. 
i2mo, clolh gilt - - - - - 2s. 6d. 

The Story of Alice Cullis; or, How to Win by 

Example. By Ellen Brown. With Eight Illustrations. 
l2mo, cloth gilt - - - - - 2s. 6d. 

The Piety of Daily Life: Illustrated in a Series 

of Tales and Sketches, chiefly designed for the Young. 
By Jane C. Simpson. Eight Illustrations. i2mo, cloth 
gilt - - - - - - 2S. 6d. 

Blanche Cleveland; or, The Rain and Sunshine 

of Youth. By A. E. W. Eight Illustrations. i2mo, 
cloth gilt •---•• i&. ^A. 



OASBELL'S SELECT BOOKS FOB YOUira PEOFLB. 

A Winter and Summer at Burton Hall: A Chil- 
dren's Tale. Eight Illustrations. l2mo, cloth gilt 2s. 6d. 

The Children of Scripture, By the Author of 

•* Chickseed without Chickweed," &c. &c., assisted by the 
Rev. T. Wilson. Bound in cloth, and Illustrated with 
Eight Coloured Plates - - • -as. 6d. 



TWO SHILLING BOOKS. 



Agfies Selhy : A Story for Children. By Lady 

LusiiiNGTON. Six Illustrations. i8mo, cloth gilt - 2s. 

JElm Grange ; or, A Summer in the Country. 

By the Author of " In-Door Plants, and How to Grow 
Them." Six lUustiations. i8mo, cloth gilt - . - 2s. 

The Story of Arthur Hunter and his First 

Shilliug, With other Talcs. By Mrs. Crowe, Author of 
"Susaii Hopley." With Six Illustrations, by John Ab- 
solon, printed on Toned Paper. Foolscap 8vo, strongly 
bound in cloth, gilt edges - - - • 2s. 

Bible Stories: to which is added, Paul, the 

Martyr of Palestine. By Charlotte Elizabeth. Witli 
Six Illustrations, by William Harvey, printed on Toncvl 
Paper. Foolscap 8vo, strongly bonnd in cloth, gilt 
edges - - - - - - - 2s. 

The Mothers Fables. In Verse. By E. L. 

AvELlNE. To which is added (for the first time), '* Talcs 
and Fables in Verse," by the same Author. With Six 
Illustrations, by William Harvey, printed on Toned Paper. 
Foolscap 8vo, strongly bound in cloth, gilt edges - 2s. 

Philip and his Gardc7i, With other Stones. 
By Charlotte Elizabeth. With Six Illustrations, by 
W. S. Coleman, printed on Toned Paper. Foolscap 8vo, 
strongly bound in cloth, gilt edges - - - 2s. 

The Laird's Return, and What Came of It, A 

Story for Young People. By Geraldine Stewart. Six 
Jiiustrations. i8mo, cloth ^ilt - - - 2s. 
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OASSELL'S 8ELE0T BOOES FOB TOTJITa PEOPLE. 
Happy Days at Fembank. A Story for Little 

Girls. By Emma Marshall. Six Illustrations. i8mo, 
cloth gilt - - - - - - 2s. 

Beatrice Langton; or, The Spirit of Obedience. 

By Harriet Power. Six Illustrations. i8mo, cloth 
gilt - - - - - - - 2S. 



EIGHTEENPENNY SERIES. 



A New atid Attractive Series of Juvenile Books, each volume 
Illustrated with Coloured Engravings, Sixteen Varieties, 
uniform in size and style, iSmo, cloth, is. 6d, each» 

Ally and ker Sclwolfellow. A Tale for the 

Young. By Miss M. Betham-Edwards, Author of 
''Little Bird Red and Little Bird Blue," &c. i8mo, 
cloth - - - - - - IS. 6d. 

Loyal Charlie Bentham, By Mrs. Webb. A 

True Story. Edited by L. Nugent. i8mo, cloth is. 6d. 

Simple Stories for Children, By Mary E. 
Mills. i8mo, cloth - - - - is. 6d. 

ETC. etc. etc. 



CASSELIS SHILLING STORY BOOKS. 



THE ELCHESTER COLLEGE BOYS. 
By Mrs. Henry Wood. 

And other Tales - • . . . .is. 

THE DELFT JUG. 
By Silverpen. 

And other Tales • • - . . -is. 

IIL 

MY FIRST CRUISE, 
By W. H. Kingston. 

And other Tales - - . . • - x^« 
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OASSELL'S SELECT BOOKS FOS YOWSGt FEOPLE. 

little' LIZZIE. 
By Mary Gillies 

And other Tales - • - • • • it. 

LUKE BARNICOTT. 
By William Howitt. 

And other Tales - - - • • -is. 

VI. 

THE SECRET SOCIETY. 
By Mrs. De Morgan. 

And other Tales - - - - • - is. 

VII. 

THE BOAT CLUB. 
By Oliver Optic. 

And other Tales • - - - • -is. 

VIII. 

THE LITTLE PEACEMAKER. 
By Mary Howitt. 

And other Tales - - - - • - is. 



CASSELL'S SIXPENNY STORY BOOKS. 

(FULL OF PICTURES.) 



AUNT MARYS FIRESIDE TALES. 

GRANDMAMMA'S BUDGET. 

COUSIN ANNE'S STORIES. 

JACK SNOWBALL, 

AND OTHER TALES. 

THE LITTLE CRIPPLE, 

AND OTHER STORIES. 

UNCLE TELL-TALE'S PRETTY BOOK. 



OA8SELL>8 8ELE0T BOOKS FOB TOTmO PEOPLE. 



CHILDREN'S PICTURE BOOKS. 

Sixpence, Plain ; Coloured, One Shilling, 



BIBLE STORIES. 



1. The Creatioa, the Fall, aad the 

Flood. 

2. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

3. The Story of Joseph. 

4. Moses and the Israelites. 

5. Joshua and the Judges. 

6. Tbe Three Kinss—Saul, David» 

aadSdomoa. 



7. The Story of the Life of 

Jesus. 

8. The Book of Miracles. 

9. The Story of the Death 
Jesus. 

The Book of Parables, 
zz. The Story of Simon Peter. 
IS. The Story of the Apoitlo Paoi 



of 



zo 



HISTORICAL STORIES. 



1. Tlie Earl^ Britons and their 

Saxon Kings. 

2. King Canute, William the Con- 

queror, &c. 

3. Richard the Lion-hearted and 

hiB Successors. 

4. Henry V. and his Battles against 

the French. 

5. King Henry VIII. and his 

Uai^hters Mary and Elizabeth. 



fitun 



6. Sovereigns of England 

James I. to Victoria. 

7. King Pepin's Fight with Wild 

Beasts, &c. 

8. Famous People of the Middle 

Ages. 

9. Famous Discoverers. 

xo. Good Queen Bess and her Times, 
zi. Napoleon Buonaparte. 
Z3. Celebrated Wamors. 



ETC. ETC. ETC. 



CASSELL'S FAIRY STORY BOOKS. 

Coloured, Sixpence each ; Mounted on Linen, One Shilling, 



The New Little Red Riding Hood. 

Aladdin ; or, The Wonderful L>^if p. 

The History of Tommy Thumb. 

Cinderella ; or, The Little Glass Slipper. 

Jack and the Beanstalk, 

Old Mother Hubbard, 

GocK Robin. 

The Three Bears. 

Whittingtqn and his Cat. 

Jack the Giant Killer. 

ETC etc. xra 
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OASSELL'S-SELEOT^OSS FOB YOWSH PEOPLE. 



POPULAR HAND-BOOKS, 

iimo, clothf is. each ; free by post for 13 stamps. 



AMUSING AND INSTRUC- 
TIVK EXPERIMENTS. 

ART OF CONVERSATION. 

BOOK-KEEPING, by Double and 
Single Entry." 

' RuLKi) Account Books to 
ditto, rxtra, is. 6d. each Set. 

BUSINESS. 

CHEMISTRY. 

CHESS AND DRAUGHTS. 

CIVIL SERVICE, as. 6d. 

DOMESTIC RECIPES. 

ELOCUTION AND ORATORY. 

EMERGENCIES. 



ETIQUETTE. Being a Complete 
Guide to the Usages of Polite 
Society. 

GAR r )ENING. By Geo. Glkkny. 

HEALTH AND PHYSIOLOGY. 

HOW TO COLOUR A PHOTO- 
GRAPH IN OIL OR WATER. 

INVESTMENTS. 

LETTER-WRITING. 

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, 

OUR DOMESTIC PETS. 

PARLOUR MAGIC 

PHOTOGRAPHY. 

RAILWAY SITUATIONS. 



GASSELL'S SIXPENNY HAND-BOOKS. 

\%mo^ hoards ; free by post for 7 stamps. 



COOItERY. 
CRICKET. 
CROQUET. 
FISHING. 



GOOD MANNERS. 
OUT-DOOR GAMES. 
ROWING AND SAILING. 
SHOOTING. 



BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 

Dedicated^ by express permission^ to H,R.H. the Princess of 

Wales. 

Little Songs for Me to Sing, Illustrated by 

J. E. Millais, R.A. ; with Music composed expressly for the 
Work by Henry Leslie. Square crown - - 6s. 

CassclVs Picture Book for the Nursery, Royal 

4to size, full of Illustrations, with appropriate Text for 
Young Children. Bound in embellished boards - 5s. 

Or bound in cloth, with coloured and enamelled centre- 
piece - - - - - - 6s. 

Dame Dingles Fairy Talcs for Good Children. 

Handsomely bound in cloth, with gilt edges - * 5s. 

Dedicated to the Princess Beatrice. 

The Children's Garden^ and WJtat they Made 

of It. By Agnes and Maria E. Catlow. With several 
Illustrations. Square cloth - - - 3s. 6d. 

(^ Catalogues on Application. 

LONDON AND NEW YOHK: CASSELl, PEHER, AND GALPIN. 
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